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WHICH 


is  the  MOST  EFFECTIVE  Remedy  for 

MOUTH  ULCERS? 


YOU  ALONE  CAN  JUDGE*  AFTER  TRYING 


WHERE  OTHER  TREATMENTS  HAVE  FAILED 

IN  CASES  OF  SEVERE  &  RECURRENT  ORAL  ULCERATIONS. 


(1)  Oralcer  is  free  from  local  anaesthetics  and  analgesics  and  hence  does  not  mask  the 
seriousness  of  the  ulceration. 

(2)  Oralcer  is  in  the  form  of  Pellets  and,  therefore,  does  not  duplicate  your  usual 
range  of  Gels,  Pastilles  and  Lozenges. 

(3)  Single  pack  O.T.C.  F.P.10. 

(4)  Due    to    its   antifungal   and   antibacterial   activity,    Oralcer   is   effective  where 
secondary  infection  complicates  initial  Oral  ulceration. 


*  Although  it  is  generally  recognised  that  there  is  no  suitable  treatment  for  mouth  ulcers,  yet  clinical  evidence  is 
rapidly  establishing  Oralcer  as  perhaps  the  only  genuinely  effective  treatment.  Free  samples  are  available  from 
Vitabiotics  Ltd  in  cases  of  severe  and  recurrent  oral  ulcerations,  where  other  treatments  have  failed    to  respond. 


ORALCER 


Available  from  your  local  wholesaler 
or  from 

VITABIOTICS  LIMITED, 
1  Beresford  Avenue, 
Wembley,  Middlesex 

Phone:  01-903  5541 

( Reverse  charges  for  orders ) 


Retail  Price:  26p 

Trade:  16lp  (£2  00  doz)  +VAT 

(carriage  paid) 
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Comment 


Prices — and  margins 

While  the  principle  that  "everyone  must  tighten  their 
belts"  is  behind  Government  moves  on  prices  and 
incomes,  there  is  no  doubt  that  some  belts  will  end  up 
tighter  than  others.  Inevitably  retailers  will  be  in  the 
firing  line,  so  far  as  the  public  is  concerned,  with  every 
price  increase  coming  in  for  scrutiny  if  not  open 
challenge. 

Manufacturers  have  to  justify  their  price  structures 
to  the  Price  Commission  and  with  the  threat  of  some 
cost  increases  being  disallowed  they  may  be  tempted 
to  reduce  the  retailer's  margin  between  buying  and 
recommended  selling  price.  In  this  way  they  maintain 
their  own  "competitive"  position  but  pass  the  pricing 
"buck"  to  the  retailer  who  has  to  explain  why  he  could 
give,  say,  2p-off  the  old  price  of  20p — but  only  1p  off 
the  newer,  higher  price  of  24p. 

Costs  for  retailers,  it  must  be  remembered,  are 
increasing  at  perhaps  a  greater  rate  than  for  some 
others  in  industry.  The  shopworkers'  union,  for 
example,  in  seeing  the  £6  pay  increase  limit  as  an 
"entitlement",  rather  than  a  maximum,  which  could 
improve  the  comparative  position  of  its  members.  In 
percentage  terms,  of  course,  it  would  raise  retailing 
costs  more  than  the  same  increase  in  other  industries. 

Already  there  have  been  warnings  that  the  effect 
could  be  a  loss  of  jobs  in  distribution — but  for 
chemists,  with  small  staffs,  there  is  little  room  for  such 
an  "economy"  measure  unless  service  standards  are 
to  slip  to  unacceptable  levels. 

The  recent  awards  in  hospital  pharmacy  will  not 
improve  the  situation.  Higher  salaries  for  pharmacists, 
pre-registration  students  and  dispensing  assistants  in 
retail  may  well  be  necessary  to  hold  staff — but  the 
"profit  per  head"  they  contribute  to  the  business  must 
increase  in  proportion  or  there  will  be  a  further 
intolerable  slide  towards  closure  of  the  less  viable 
pharmacies. 

The  onus  of  fighting  for  realistic  retail  price  levels 
must  therefore  fall  on  manufacturers,  and  chemists 
will  be  looking  to  them  for  sympathetic  support, 
particularly  on  price-maintained  goods. 

Time  for  action 

"Preventive  dentistry"  has  been  at  the  forefront  of 
contributions  to  C&D's  Oral  Hygiene  special  issues 
for  some  years,  but  the  past  12  months  have  seen  the 
"message"  getting  across  to  the  public.  Until  recently 
the  larger  manufacturers  of  oral  health  products 
concentrated  on  behind-the-scenes  education  in 
schools,  etc,  but  they  are  now  competing  to  push 
fluoride  and  anti-plaque  toothpastes,  etc,  through  mass- 
media  advertising.  In  addition,  some  of  the  prevention 
aids  are  moving  out  of  their  "fringe"  category  and  the 
professionally  recommended  toothbrushes,  for  example, 
give  the  chemist  a  new  opportunity  to  regain  sales  lost 
to  the  supermarkets.  But  the  time  for  the  chemist  to 
establish  his  position  as  the  primary  outlet  is  now 
— before  mass-market  manufacturers  and  their 
distributors  make  their  inevitable  moves  to  follow 
the  trend.  [Oral  Hygiene  articles  start  on  p1 13.] 
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Of  the  three  newest 
sanitary  towels  on  the  market  which 
one  would  you  rather  sell? 


In  the  past  18  months  three  new  towels 
have  made  an  appearance  on  the  market, 
two  of  them  at  the  beginning  of  this  year. 

Only  one  has  made  a  really  spectacular 
immediate  impact. 

Mimosept  Comfort. 

We  think  the  explanation  for  this  is 
simply  that  Mimosept  Comfort 
is  a  better  towel. 
And  once  women  have  tried 
it,  they  know  that  it's  better. 

To  ensure  that  more 
women  try  Mimosept  Comfort, 


"Mimosept"  is  a  registered  trade  mark 
of  Molnlycke  Limited. 


we'll  be  continuing  our  heavy-weight 
£500,000  support  campaign  with  still  more 
promotion  and  further  advertising. 

But  you  can  help  by  stocking  up  now 
and  recommending  Mimosept  Comfort  to 
your  customers. 

After  all,  as  our  graph  shows, 
Mimosept  Comfort  is  the  one  more  women 
will  be  asking  for. 
For  further  information  please 
contact, 

Molnlycke  Limited,  / 
Harpenden,  Herts,  AL5  4SR  /. 
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Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland 

Pharmacists'  role:  Ministry 
given  discussion  document 


A  deputation  from  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  of  Ireland  was  to  present  a  dis- 
cussion document  on  the  future  role  of 
pharmacists  at  a  meeting  with  Mr  R. 
Barry,  Parliamentary  Secretary  to  the 
Minister  for  Health,  on  July  22. 

The  Society's  July  Council  meeting 
was  told  the  document  would  constitute 
a  demand  by  all  branches  of  pharmacy 
for  the  State  to  define  and  accept  a  re- 
vised role  for  pharmacists.  The  concept 
of  a  pharmacist  in  1975  would  be  far 
beyond  the  narrow  function  envisaged 
in  1875. 

The  Department  would  be  asked  to 
examine  the  memoranda  pharmacists  had 
drawn  up  with  reference  to  their  partici- 
pation in  community  care,  which  could 
including  health  education.  That  is  an 
activity  which  most  pharmacists  carry  out 
in  their  daily  work  but  which  is  not 
recognised  by  the  State. 

The  request  was  said  to  be  well  timed 
because  1975  is  the  Society's  centenary 
year.  A  positive  reaction  to  the  broader 
concepts  was  hoped  for,  perhaps  involv- 
ing amendment  of  the  Pharmacy  Act. 

The  official  English  translation  of  the 
EEC  Directive  II  has  been  received  by 
the  Society  from  the  Department  of 
Health.  Mr  Brendan  Corish,  Tanaiste  and 
Minister  for  Health,  was  due  to  meet  a 
Council  deputation  on  July  29  to  discuss 
the  implication  of  the  new  Directive. 

A  delegation  from  the  Society  is  to 
seek  an  urgent  meeting  with  the  Depart- 
ment of  Health  on  proposed  amendments 
to  the  Medical  Preparations  (Control  of 
Sale)  Regulations  1966.  At  the  meeting 
it  is  hoped  to  discuss  the  proposed 
amendments  fully  and  request  certain 
modifications. 

Members  complained  that  poisons 
legislation  was  being  introduced  in  a 
"piecemeal"  fashion.  Some  members  con- 
sidered the  proposed  regulations  might 
be  to  the  public's  disadvantage  and  a 
difficult  situation  might  be  created 
regarding  certain  drugs. 

Chloramphenicol  reminder 

Arising  from  the  Law  Committee 
report,  the  president,  Dr  W.  E.  Boles, 
issued  a  reminder  to  pharmacists  that 
chloramphenicol  whether  for  topical  or 
internal  use  may  not  be  sold  to  the 
public  either  for  human  or  veterinary  use, 
except  on  the  authority  of  a  prescription 
issued  by  a  doctor  or  a  veterinary 
surgeon. 

A  report  of  a  dispensing  error  was  con- 
sidered. Council  exhorted  all  pharmacists 
to  exercise  vigilance  and  to  adopt  ade- 
quate checking  procedures  to  ensure  that 
mistakes  are  corrected  before  they  reach 
the  public. 

A  report  of  a  meeting  with  repre- 
sentatives   from     the     Department  for 


Education  held  on  July  4  was  submitted 
to  Council.  The  meeting  was  necessary 
because  Council  still  awaited  a  positive 
decision  on  the  Minister's  most  recent 
policy  statement  indicating  that  pharmacy 
would  be  transferred  to  a  Faculty  of 
Pharmacy  in  Trinity  College.  While  every 
interested  party  agreed  with  the  policy, 
the  tact  that  it  had  not  yet  been  imple- 
mented caused  problems. 

Members  of  the  Council's  deputation 
had  told  the  Department  that  they  and 
the  academic  staff  were  worried  about  a 
relative  decline  in  the  standard  of  Irish 
pharmaceutical  education  and  felt  that 
Irish  pharmacy  was  now  the  "Cinderella" 
of  the  profession  in  Europe.  Dr  Boles 
had  expressed  the  opinion  that  that  was 
in  part  caused  by  University  College, 
Dublin  knowing  pharmacy  was  leaving 
and  not  including  it  in  their  planning 
activities  while  Trinity  College  were 
expecting  to  include  the  Faculty  but  could 
do  nothing  until  a  decision  was  made. 

Dr  Boles  had  also  stressed  he  would 
like  it  to  be  announced  at  the  FIP 
Scientific  Congress  in  September  that 
plans  had  been  approved  for  a  four  year 
academic  course  to  bring  Irish  pharmacy 
into  line  with  the  minimum  European 
standards.  The  delegation  felt  that  in  view 
of  the  contribution  of  pharmacy  to  the 
nation,  it  deserved  better  treatment. 

HEA  to  implement  decision 

The  Department's  representatives  had 
tcld  the  delegation  that  the  Minister  and 
the  Government  had  made  their  decision. 
It  was  a  matter  for  the  Higher  Education 
Authority  to  implement  the  details  regard- 
ing the  transfer.  They  promised  to  convey 
to  the  Minister  the  strong  views  expressed 
by  the  deputation.  The  deputation  had 
also  asked  about  the  plans  for  new 
laboratory  accommodation  at  the  College 
of  Pharmacy.  They  were  informed  that 
the  Department  had  now  approved  of  the 
plans  and  these  had  been  returned  to  the 
HEA. 

Dr  Boles  told  Council  he  felt  the  meet- 
ing had  been  fruitful  in  one  point  at 
least,  in  that  the  new  buildings  have  been 
sanctioned  and  approved.  Also  the  De- 
partment's lepresentatives  said  the  depu- 
tation had  made  a  good  case  which  they 
would  present  to  the  Minister. 

He  added  that  (he  main  issue  was  the 
transfer  and  that  the  question  of  the  four 
year  course  was  not  discussed  in  detail. 
Because  of  that  he  felt  it  should  be  taken 
further  with  the  HEA  to  ensure  the 
recommendations  were  implemented  as 
quickly  as  possible,  and  if  necessary 
before  the  time  of  transfer. 

Mr  R.  J.  Power  said  it  had  been  made 
plain  at  the  meeting  that  the  four  year 
course  would  have  to  be  in  existence 
by  October  19/6.  "A  commitment  would 


be  needed  by  October  1975,"  he  stressed. 

Mr  M.  F.  Walsh  reported  that  headway 
is  being  made  on  the  Drug  Information 
Service  to  be  set  up  by  the  Post  Graduate 
Education  Committee.  A  framework 
around  which  a  worthwhile  service  could 
be  initiated  had  been  produced.  Backup 
services  would  be  required  and  it  was 
hoped  to  get  sponsorship  for  that.  It  was 
agreed  in  principle  by  the  committee 
responsible  1hat  such  a  service  was  neces- 
sary and  centenary  year  was  the  perfect 
time  for  its  initiation. 

A  service  approved  by  Council  some 
years  ago  was  that  pharmacists  should 
take  part  in  diagnostic  testing,  for  instance 
in  pregnancy  tests.  Although  not  taken 
further  at  that  time,  it  was  felt  the 
climate  was  now  right.  Mr  Walsh 
suggested  the  question  of  professional 
diversification  should  be  examined  by  the 
Practice  of  Pharmacy  Committee.  "If  we 
do  not  move  sharply  in  this,  it  will  be 
too  late",  he  said. 

A  copy  of  the  provisional  programme 
for  the  centenary  celebrations  was  sub- 
mitted to  Council.  It  was  pointed  out  that 
any  contributions  towards  the  cost  of 
the  celebrations  would  be  welcome. 

A  copy  of  the  provisional  programme 
for  the  centenary  celebrations  was  sub- 
mitted to  Council.  It  was  pointed  out 
that  any  contributions  towards  the  cost 
of  the  celebrations  would  be  welcome. 

The  registrar  reported  on  an  EEC 
meeting  held  in  Brussels.  Mr  Power 
believed  that  the  Directive  regarding  the 
harmonisation  of  qualifications  of  pharm- 
acists would  not  be  finalised  for  some 
time. 

Mr  M.  L.  Cashman  paid  tribute  to  the 
registrar,  the  assistant  registrar  and  the 
Society's  inspector.  "They  have  a  difficult 
task,"  he  said,  adding  that  they  would 
have  given  up  a  long  time  ago  if  they 
were  not  dedicated.  "I  would  like  to 
express  appreciation  of  their  efforts  on 
behalf  of  pharmacy."  Mr  T.  McGuinn 
supported  his  remarks. 

A  vote  of  thanks  was  expressed  to  the 
Benevolent  Fund  Dance  Committee  for  a 
cheque  for  £2,000.  "We  express  our  deep 
appreciation  for  the  magnificent  contri- 
bution received,"  said  Dr  Boles. 

Register  changes 

The  following  were  granted  change  of 
name  in  the  Register,  marriage  certificates 
having  been  submitted:  Mrs  Julia  A. 
Daughton  (nee  O'Sullivan),  Assistant,  Mrs 
Mary  Merrins  (nee  O'Flynn),  Assistant, 
Mrs  Rita  O'Brien  (nee  Shine),  Assistant, 
Mrs  Marie  A.  F.  Walsh  (nee  O'Leary), 
Assistant.  The  following  addresses  were 
changed  in  the  Registers:  Mrs  Margaret 
McAllister,  MPSI,  to  Blackfort,  Castlebar, 
co  Mayo;  Mrs  Joan  Tobin,  LPSI,  to  34 
Carrickbrack  Hill,  Sutton,  co  Dublin: 
Miss  Isobel  Headon,  LPSI,  to  9  Effra 
Road,  Dublin  6;  Mr  Thomas  F.  X. 
Corbett,  MPSI,  to  1  Farranshone, 
I  imerick:  and  Mr  Brendan  R.  Smith. 
MPSI,  to  5  Castleview  Park,  Malahide, 
co  Dublin. 

The  Licence  Certificate  of  Anna  M. 
O'Neill  was  signed  and  sealed,  and  the 
following  were  elected  as  Members  of  the 
Society:  Francis  L.  Brownen,  Hilary 
Buttimore,  William  Byrne,  Stella  Higgins, 
Patrick  Sweeney.  Richard  Woods,  and 
Gilian  Wool f son. 
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Union  advises  acceptance 
of  Review  Body  report 


The  Irish  Pharmaceutical  Union's  National 
Executive  decided  on  Sunday  to  recom- 
mend that  community  pharmacists  accept 
the  findings  of  the  Review  Body  on 
General  Medical  Services  remuneration  in 
view  of  the  current  economic  situation. 

The  Review  Body's  report,  issued  last 
week,  recommends  increases  backdated  to 
the  start  of  the  GMS  scheme  with  a 
dispensing  fee  from  this  month  of  45p 
and  a  practice  allowance  of  7p  per  pre- 
scription (the  Union  had  claimed  a  60p 
fee  and  an  18p  allowance).  The  recom- 
mendation to  accept  the  findings  was 
accompanied  by  reservations  because  the 
Body  made  no  recommendations  about 
grants  for  locum  services,  about  grants  tc 
improve  pharmacies,  or  about  extra  pay- 
ments for  dispensing  after  normal  hours 
but  before  midnight.  The  Union  is  seek- 
ing an  early  meeting  with  the  Minister  for 
Health  on  implementation  of  the  report 
— he  has  already  written  to  the  Union 
stating  he  was  to  consider  the  report  in 
the  light  of  the  economic  situation. 

Report's  recommendations 

The  Review  Body  states  in  the  report 
that  the  Minister  for  Health  must  have 
due  regard  for  the  present  problems  of 
the  national  economy.  However,  they 
found  some  elements  of  the  pharmacists' 
case  did  establish  a  just  claim  for  retro- 
spective adjustment.  While  agreeing  that 
the  Department's  offer  to  adjust  fees  and 
allowances  was  a  sincere  move  to  honour 
a  commitment,  they  also  propose  adjust- 
ments to  the  first  year  of  operation  and, 
as  the  GMS  progressed,  adjustments  to 
allow  for  services  to  the  community. 
The   Body's   recommendations  are' 

□  For  the  first  complete  year  of  GMS 
operation  (October  1 972-September  1973), 
the  basic  fee  should  be  adjusted  from  17p 
to  20p  and  the  allowance  from  3p  to  4p; 
this  adjustment  should  also  be  applied 
May  1972-September  1972  for  the  Eastern 
Health  Board  region  where  the  scheme 
started  earlier.  Subsequently  the  fees  and 
allowances  should  be: 

October  1973-June  1974,  24p  fee,  5p 
allowance, 

July  1974-June  1975,  35p  fee,  6p  allow- 
ance, 

From  July  1975,  45p  fee,  7p  allowance. 

□  In  future,  fees  should  be  adjusted  in 
line  with  national  wage  agreements  and 
the  allowance  figure  amended  as  per  the 
consumer  price  index. 

□  Late  fees:  A  change  from  "urgent" 
prescriptions  to  a  special  fee  for  dispen- 
sing outside  of  normal  contract  hours  is 
not  favoured.  Proposals  from  the  Depart- 
ment seem  to  put  forward  a  reasonable 
procedure  to  meet  exceptional  cases,  and 
the  modification  could  be  reviewed  in  the 
light  of  one  year's  working.  A  higher  fee 
— £100  in  addition  to  the  basic  dispensing 


fee — should  be  paid  for  any  prescriptions 
dispensed  between  midnight  and  8  am. 
Where  the  pharmacist  is  not  resident  on 
the  premises,  the  fee  should  be  £2  00. 

□  Large  volume  prescribing:  In  an  effort 
to  discourage  large  volume  prescribing  by 
doctors,  it  is  recommended  that  where  the 
quantity  is  in  excess  of  one  month's 
requirements,  the  pharmacist  should  be 
credited  with  a  double  fee,  and  where  the 
quantity  involved  is  greater  than  two 
months'  supply,  the  pharmacist  should  be 
credited  with  a  treble  fee. 

□  Extemporaneous  prescriptions:  There 
appears  to  be  a  decline  in  the  demand  for 
such  extemporaneous  work.  In  many 
pharmacies  the  equipment  may  have  been 
shelved  or  lost  or  some  of  the  staff  may 
not  be  as  skilful  as  others.  In  view  of  this 
decline  and  other  factors,  the  three  grades 
of  payments  should  be  substituted  by  one 
of  50p  in  addition  to  the  basic  dispensing 
fee.  The  50p  fee  is  also  recommended  for 
measuring  and  fitting  and  for  dressings. 

□  Control  and  limitation  of  future  con- 
tracts: Although  not  lying  within  the 
Body's  terms  of  reference,  it  is  an  area 
for  special  consideration.  It  is  recom- 
mended that  it  be  submitted  for  an  early 
report.  As  a  matter  of  urgency,  the 
Department,  Union  and  Pharmaceutical 
Society  are  recommended  to  lose  no  time 
in  commissioning  a  manpower  study  of 
present  and  future  requirements,  and  pos- 
sible future  trends.  That  would  survey 
those  regions  where  new  pharmacies  may 
be  required  in  ratio  to  population  estim- 
ates. The  expressed  wish  of  pharmacists 
seems  to  indicate  they  are  more  disposed 
to  follow  the  EEC  or  Continental  pattern 
of  professional  service  to  the  community 
and  thus  to  phase  out  certain  aspects  of 
non-pharmacy  trading. 

Standards  ot  practice 

□  Professional  standards:  The  Body  was 
impressed  by  the  academic  standards  now 
required  of  young  BSc  pharmacy  gradu- 
ates. Pharmacists  drew  attention  to  a 
tendency  towards  over-prescribing  within 
the  GMS  and  private  sectors.  The  Body 
appreciates  that  genuine  concern.  Again, 
in  exceptional  cases,  there  is  evidence  that 
new  and  expensive  drugs  are  prescribed 
on  GMS  forms,  in  substitution  for  less 
costly  medication  of  similar  composition 
already  tried  and  proven. 

In  reaching  its  conclusion,  the  Body 
states  that  a  number  of  points  received 
special  consideration.  These  included  the 
contrasting  interpretations — each  in  good 
faith — of  the  1971  agreement  on  the  GMS 
when  viewed  retrospectively  by  pharma- 
cists and  the  Department. 

The  Department  had  constantly  main- 
tained the  relationship  between  their  pro- 
posals and  the  fees  and  allowances  as  paid 
in  Northern  Ireland,  England  and  more 


particularly  Scotland.  The  pharmacists' 
side  strenuously  rejected  that  and  held 
that  such  a  ratio  was  accepted  by  their 
then  representatives  only  as  a  guideline 
for  the  first  experimental  year.  Further, 
they  maintained  they  were  promised  a 
prompt  review  in  the  light  of  the  first 
year's  experience,  with  the  right  to  claim 
retrospective  adjustments. 

The  Department's  case  relied  mainly  on 
the  1971  Memorandum  and  terms  of 
agreement  between  individual  pharmacists 
and  health  boards.  The  Body  found  the 
memorandum  does  make  provision  for  a 
variation  in  the  "conditions"  (including 
fees)  when  it  could  be  shown  that  there 
had  been  a  significant  change  in  the 
population  eligible.  The  Department  main- 
tained the  population  increase  of  108,000 
to  3,086,000  could  not  be  regarded  as  a 
significant  change,  but  it  appeared  that 
many,  technically  eligible  under  the  old 
Dispensary  system,  did  not  avail  of  those 
services  for  personal  reasons. 

h'o  accurate  costings 

The  pharmacists  '  side  claimed  the 
Department  was  unable  to  supply  accurate 
data  on  costings  or  numbers  using  the  old 
system.  "It  does  appear  they  [pharmacists] 
underestimated  the  costings  and  paper- 
work function  required  by  the  scheme  .  .  . 
It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  pharmacists' 
education  curriculum  in  the  future,  will 
make  provision  for  some  elements  of 
training  in  clerical  returns  and  adminis- 
tration," the  report  comments. 

Pharmacists  were  not  prepared  to 
accept  the  Department's  offer  to  update 
the  fees  and  allowances — they  maintained 
it  would  indicate  an  acceptance  of  the 
original  17p  as  valid  and  fair.  Many 
regular  private  prescriptions  were  lost,  it 
was  claimed.  Some  35  per  cent  of  the 
population  now  avails  of  the  GMS  com- 
pared with  the  30  per  cent  eligible  in 
1971,  says  the  report.  The  Department's 
representatives  however  did  not  agree 
with  the  claim  for  loss  of  private  practice. 

The  Department,  the  pharmacists'  side 
claimed,  are  too  distant  or  remote  to 
appreciate  the  extent  of  involvement  at 
community  level.  The  Department  has 
been  urged  to  undertake  an  objective 
study  of  the  pharmacy  profession.  Phar- 
macists also  drew  attention  to  the  rising 
cost  of  drugs,  particularly  since  the  stand- 
still order  on  wholesale  prices  had  been 
relaxed  recently. 

The  Body  is  satisfied  that  evidence 
existed  to  indicate  many  changes  in  the 
services  provided  by  pharmacists  under 
the  GMS  had  taken  place,  and  that  the 
tendency  would  continue.  Accordingly  the 
report  proposes  the  establishment  of  an 
appropriate  mechanism  to  monitor  and 
adapt  conditions  to  fit  the  pattern  of 
growth — it  suggests  a  body  composed  of 
two  representatives  from  pharmacists,  one 
from  the  Department  and  one  from  a 
health  board,  under  an  independent  chair- 
man. The  report  later  suggests  such  a 
body  could  study  contract  limitation.  "It 
seems  evident  that  the  Joint  Negotiating 
Committee,  envisaged  in  the  1971  Memor- 
andum, failed  to  fulfill  its  function. 

The  members  of  the  Review  Body  were: 
Mr  D.  O'Flynn,  chairman  of  the  Eastern 
Health  Board,  Mr  S.  Murray,  Irish  Man- 
agement Institute,  and  Mr  M.  J.  O'Keefe, 
chairman,  B&I  lines. 
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Medicines  labels  'should 
state  ethanol  content' 


The  lack  of  information  on  the  alcohol 
content  of  proprietary  medicines — which 
could  lead  to  relapses  into  alcoholism — is 
criticised  in  a  report  published  last  week. 

Dr  D.  Bailey,  lecturer  in  medicinal 
chemistry,  Welsh  School  of  Pharmacy, 
reveals  in  the  current  issue  of  the  Journal 
of  Alcoholism  that  some  43  medicines 
out  of  68  dispensed  during  a  six-week 
period  from  a  busy  suburban  pharmacy 
were  found  to  contain  ethanol.  Only  17 
of  the  43  carried  any  indication  of  the 
alcohol  content  on  the  label  of  the  dispen- 
sing pack,  and  in  only  one  case,  Labiton, 
did  the  label  on  the  stock  bottle  bear  a 
warning  to  the  effect  that  because  of  the 
alcohol  content  any  patient  taking  the 
medicine  should  be  advised  not  to  exceed 
the  stated  dose. 

"In  all  the  remaining  cases  neither  the 
prescriber  nor  the  pharmacist  dispensing 
the  mixture  is  in  a  position  to  warn  the 
patient  that  the  prescription  contains 
alcohol,"  the  report  adds.  Later,  Dr  Bailey 
concludes:  "There  seems  to  be  no  valid 
reason  why  the  literature  issued  to  the 
medical  profession  should  not  clearly 
state  the  alcoholic  content  of  each  pre- 
paration. At  the  same  time  a  simple  state- 
ment of  the  percentage  content  of  alcohol 
on  the  label  of  each  individual  container 
would  alert  the  pharmacist  supplying  the 
medicine  to  issue  a  verbal  warning  of  the 
potential  hazards  of  a  particular  medi- 
cine." 

Patients  who  suffered 

Dr  Bailey  gives  two  examples  of 
patients  who  have  suffered  through  ingest- 
ing alcohol  in  medicines.  One  was  an 
alcoholic  patient  who  was  being  treated 
with  disulfiram  who  unsuspectedly  took 
a  cough  linctus  which  was  later  shown  to 
contain  25  per  cent  ethanol — he  was 
admitted  to  hospital  as  a  consequence. 
Examination  of  the  bottle  and  its  outer 
wrapping  revealed  the  alcohol  content 
inconspicuously  printed  on  the  last  line 
of  the  label.  The  other  example  is  of  a 
woman  who  became  addicted  to  alcohol 
through  taking  a  proprietary  brand  of 
gripe  water,  initially  to  relieve  a  mild 
stomach  disorder,  but  later  to  "help  her 
nerves." 

Dr  Bailey  found  the  alcohol  content  of 
gripe  mixture  was  stated  on  the  label  in 
each  case,  and,  with  one  exception,  varied 
between  three  and  five  per  cent.  The 
report  lists  the  alcohol  content  of  the  47 
medicines  found  to  contain  ethanol,  in 
seven  ranges: 

0-  0-9  per  cent  :  Dimyril  linctus,  Tryptizol 
syrup. 

1-  2-9  per  cent  :  Dimotapp  elixir,  Dioctyl- 
Medo  syrup,  Pavacol  linctus. 

3-4-9  per  cent :  Cosylan  syrup,  Dimotane 
expectorant,  Dimotane  and  Codeine  expec- 
torant, Donnagel,  Histryl,  Periactin  syrup. 


Phenergan  elixir,  Robitussin  syrup,  Tixylix 

linctus,  Vallex  linctus. 

5-6-9  per  cent:    Octidil  elixir,  Becosym 

syrup,  Benylin  expectorant,  Benylin  and 

Codeine,  Calcidrine  syrup,  DF118  elixir, 

Piriton  syrup,  Vallergan  syrup,  Vallergan 

forte  syrup,  Vortel  syrup. 

7-9-9  per  cent:    Ethnine  linctus,  Franol 


The  Department  of  Health  has  issued 
advice  to  pharmacists  on  the  dispensing 
of  digoxin  tablets  after  October  1  when 
new  standards  concerning  their  dissolution 
rate  come  into  effect. 

The  Pharmacopoeia  Commission  has 
added  to  the  monograph  a  test  which 
requires  that  not  less  than  75  per  cent  of 
the  labelled  content  of  digoxin  be  released 
within  one  hour.  Tablets  meeting  the  new 
standard  will  be  available  from  manufac- 
turers before  the  end  of  September.  They 
will  not  differ  from  the  present  tablets 
in  size  or  labelled  strength  but  the  labels 
will  indicate  that  they  meet  the  new 
standard. 

Pharmacists  should  ensure  that  only 
tablets  meeting  this  standard  are  dis- 
pensed on  or  after  October  1,  and  that 
"new"  tablets  are  not  dispensed  before 
lhat  date,  except  by  special  arrangement 
with  prescribers.  Should  a  prescription 
dated  earlier  than  October  1  be  presented 
on  or  after  this  date,  but  without  indi- 
cation as  to  which  tablets  should  be 
supplied,  the  prescriber  should  be  con- 
sulted if  the  daily  dose  is  500  micrograms 
or  more,  or  if  the  patient  is  a  child.  In 
other  cases  the  "new"  tablets  should  be 
dispensed.  Prescribers  have  been  alerted 


expectorant,  Linctifed  expectorant,  Meta- 
tone,  Sednine,  Senokot  syrup,  Triogesic 
elixir. 

10-149  per  cent:  Benadryl  elixir,  Beplete 
elixir,  Lomotil,  Nethaprin  expectorant, 
Tedral  expectorant,  Villescon,  Virvina 
elixir. 

Above  15  per  cent:  Amytal  elixir  (292 
per  cent),  Donnatal  (234  per  cent), 
Labiton  (28-6  per  cent),  Organidin  elixir 
(24-9  per  cent). 

On  British  Pharmaceutical  Codex  elixirs, 
Dr  Bailey  says  that  it  may  not  necessarily 
be  the  case  that  such  preparations  are  only 
prescribed  for  patients  confined  to  their 
homes.  "One  would  hope  that  if  the 
patient  is  likely  to  leave  their  home  they 
would  be  warned  of  the  sedative  effect 
of  the  alcohol  present  in  their  medicines 
and  that  this  effect  may  often  be  intensi- 
fied by  other  drugs  which  they  may  take." 


to  the  possibility  of  inquiries  from 
pharmacists  on  this  subject. 

So  that  the  contents  may  be  identified 
later  if  necessary,  containers  should  be 
labelled  with  the  date  on  which  the  tab- 
lets were  dispensed;  this  should  begin  now 
and  continue  until  well  into  1976. 

Lanoxin  tablets  already  meet  the  new 
standard  and  will  not  be  labelled  differ- 
ently in  future.  From  October  1,  the 
previous  advice  that  Lanoxin  should  not 
be  dispensed  against  open  prescriptions 
will  no  longer  apply  because  products  of 
all  manufacturers  will  then  be  meeting 
the  same  standard. 

Companies  with  'new'  tablets 

The  following  companies  have  con- 
firmed with  C&D  that  by  October  1  they 
should  be  supplying  digoxin  tablets  con- 
forming to  the  new  standard:  Barclay 
Pharmaceuticals,  E.  H.  Butler  &  Son  Ltd, 
Arthur  H.  Cox  &  Co  Ltd,  Evans  Medical 
Ltd,  Thomas  Kerfoot  &  Co  Ltd  and 
Regent  Laboratories  Ltd.  Wilcox  Labora- 
tories Ltd  say  that  Nativelle  digoxin  tab- 
lets already  comply  with  the  new 
standard  and  they  are  hoping  to  manu- 
facture a  plain  white  9  25  mg  tablet  for 
other  companies  to  supply. 


Mrs  Beryl 
Crompton  from 
Numark  chemist, 
S.  M.  Hopkins,  11 
George  Street, 
Barton-on- 
Humber,  was  the 
500th  student 
shop  assistant  to 
attend  one  of  the 
training  courses 
being  organised 
by  ICM  Ltd  retail 
management 
services 
department.  Mr 
Maurice  Ellerton, 
management 
services, 
executive, 

presented  Mrs  Crompton  with  a  bouquet  of  flowers  after  the  course  at  Grimsby, 
Lines.  Left  to  right:  Mr  Dick  Turner,  training  manager,  Mr  E.  C.  Wragg,  director  of 
Bleasdale  Ltd,  the  local  Numark  franchised  wholesaler,  Mrs  Crompton,  Mr  Ellerton, 
and  Mr  S.  M.  Hopkins 


Digoxin  tablets  must  now  show  dispensing  date 
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Retail  Consortium  criticises 
OFT  'bargain  offers'  remark 


The  Retail  Consortium  has  criticised  the 
remark  made  last  week  by  Mr  J. 
Methven,  director  general  of  the  Office 
of  Fair  Trading,  that  the  retail  trade  was 
unlikely  to  be  able  to  effectively  operate 
a  voluntary  ban  on  misleading  bargain 
offers. 

Mr  Methven's  remark  was  made  during 
a  Press  conference  to  introduce  the 
Office's  consultative  document  "Bargain 
Offer  Claims",  (C&D  last  week,  pp71,  74). 
Mr  R.  S.  Weir,  the  Consortium's  director, 
says  in  a  letter  to  the  Office  that  it  appears 
there  is  "a  surprising  lack  of  information 
in  the  Office  about  retailing  and  its  repre- 
sentative bodies."  The  Consortium  had 
never  to  his  knowledge  been  approached 
on  the  possibility  of  a  voluntary  code.  If 
it  had,  it  would  have  pointed  to  the  fact 
that  Mrs  Shirley  Williams,  Secretary  of 
State  for  Prices  and  Consumer  Protec- 
tion last  year  entered  into  the  "voluntary 
package"  agreement  with  retailers  (on 
pegging  the  prices  of  certain  necessities) 
through  the  Consortium.  "It  is  ironic  that 
the  terms  of  this  agreement,  which  expired 
on  lune  30  last,  were  duly  registered  with 
the  Office  of  Fair  Trading." 

Mr  Weir's  letter  also  complains  it  is 
unprecedented  for  Government  agencies 
to  announce  proposals  for  major  changes 
in  the  law,  other  than  purely  fiscal 
matters,  without  prior  consultations  with 
bodies  representing  interests  affected  by 
the  changes.  No  such  consultations  took 
place  prior  to  the  public  announcement 
of  the  proposals  relating  to  bargain  offer 
claims,  he  maintains. 

Mr  J.  Mitchell,  OFT  director  of  con- 
sumer affairs,  replied  to  Mr  Weir  that  the 
doubts  expressed  at  the  Press  conference 
about  the  viability  of  voluntary  control  of 
bargain  offer  claims  stemmed  from  the 
fragmentation  of  the  retail  trade  and  the 
vast  number  of  outlets.  Also  the  Adver- 
tising ,  Standards  Authority  had  stated 
publicly  that  it  considered  it  impracticable 
for  a  self-regulatory  system  to  control 
"worth"  and  'value"  claims.  "In  spite  of 
these  doubts,  if  those  bodies  representing 


A  prospective  study  of  nearly  2.000 
women  has  shown  that  Depo-Provera  is 
an  acceptable,  effective  and  reversible 
contraceptive,  according  to  Dr  Gladys  H. 
Dodds,  Hong  Kong  Family  Planning 
Association. 

In  the  FPA  Medical  Newsletter  no  57 
she  writes  that  only  one  pregnancy 
occurred  in  1,883  women  who  were 
injected  with  medroxyprogesterone  acetate 
150mg  every  90  days  over  three  years. 
The  main  side  effects  of  irregular  bleeding 
and  amenorrhoea  were  tolerated  by  most 
of  the  patients.  One  major  advantage  of 
the  preparation,  according  to  the  author. 


retail  interests  consider  that  it  would  be 
possible  to  achieve  objectives  set  out  in  our 
document  by  an  effective  and  comprehen- 
sive system  of  voluntary  control,  we  shall 
consider  very  seriously  any  proposals  put 
forward."  In  reply  to  Mr  Weir's  other 
point,  Mr  Mitcheli  stressed  that  the  docu- 
ment was  a  consultative  one. 

Pet  foods  market  referred 
to  Monopolies  Commission 

Mr  J.  Methven,  director  general,  Office 
of  Fair  Trading,  has  referred  the  supply 
of  cat  and  dog  foods  to  the  Monopolies 
and  Mergers  Commission  for  investiga- 
tion. He  has  asked  the  Commission  to 
report  within  18  months.  The  main  UK 
suppliers  are  Pedigree  Pet  Foods  Ltd, 
Spillers  Ltd,  Quaker  Oats  and  Carnation 


The  anticoagulant,  heparin,  was  heralded 
last  week  as  a  potentially  important  drug 
in  the  prevention  of  coronary  disease  and 
postoperative  pulmonary  embolism. 

Dr  M.  M.  Gertler,  New  York  Uni- 
versity, told  an  international  symposium 
at  King's  College  Hospital  Medical 
School,  London,  how  low  doses  of  heparin 
benefited  patients  who  had  suffered  from 
angina  or  myocardial  infarction  or  both. 

All  26  patients  with  angina  pectoris 
improved  after  giving  themselves  daily 
subcutaneous  injections  for  about  three 
years  and  all  signs  of  the  disease  dis- 
appeared in  over  half  of  them.  The 
incidence  of  myocardial  infarction  was 
reduced  in  a  further  42  patients.  Dr 
Gertler  explained  that,  in  addition  to  its 
anticoagulant  effect,  heparin  may  prevent 
deposition  of  lipids  in  the  arterial  walls 
and  increase  myocardial  efficiency  by 
promoting  oxygen  exchange. 

Mr  V.  V.  Kakkar,  King's  College 
Hospital,  reported  how  a  study  of  over 
4.000  patients  at  28  centres  throughout 


was  that  the  effort  required  by  the  patient 
was  small  as  she  had  to  visit  the  doctor 
only  four  times  a  year  for  an  injection. 

The  newsletter  points  out  that,  in  the 
UK,  Depo-Provera  may  be  used  in  FPA 
clinics  as  a  short-term  anti-fertility  agent 
when  oral  contraceptives  are  inappropriate 
in  wives  of  men  undergoing  vasectomy 
until  the  vasectomy  becomes  effective,  and 
in  women  who  are  being  immunised 
against  rubella,  to  prevent  pregnancy 
during  the  period  of  activity  of  the  virus. 
But  the  drug  has  neither  a  product 
licence  nor  FPA  approval  for  use  as  a 
long-term  contraceptive. 


Foods  Co  Ltd.  Any  person  or  organisation 
wishing  to  offer  evidence  in  relation  to 
the  reference  should  write  to:  the  secre- 
tary, Monopolies  and  Mergers  Commis- 
sion, 48  Carey  Street,  London  WC2A  2IT. 

Orders  on  health  authority 
representation  published 

Two  Orders  allowing  for  greater  local 
authority  representation  on  health  auth- 
orities (last  week,  p75)  have  now  been 
published. 

The  National  Health  Service  (Consti- 
tution of  Area  Health  Authorities)  Order 
1975  (HM  Stationery  Office,  SI  no  1099, 
£0  28),  which  comes  into  force  on  August 
1,  increases  the  numbers  of  members  of 
all  AHAs  and  the  numbers  appointed  by 
ah  Regional  Health  Authorities  and  by 
local  authorities.  In  schedules  to  the  order, 
the  membership  of  all  the  AHAs  in 
England  and  Wales  are  set  out  in  a 
tabular  form  by  regions. 

The  National  Health  Service  (Constitu- 
tion of  Regional  Health  Authorities)  Order 
1975  (HM  Stationery  Office,  SI  no  1100, 
6p),  which  also  comes  into  force  on 
August  1,  now  fixes  no  number  for  the 
membership  of  an  RHA,  and  the  names 
of  the  East  Anglia  Region  and  its 
authority  are  slightly  changed  to  "East 
Anglian". 


the  world  had  shown  that  injecting  low 
doses  of  heparin  just  before  and  for  seven 
days  after  major  surgery  markedly  re- 
duced the  number  of  deaths  from  pulmon- 
ary embolism. 

In  France,  another  trial  had  shown 
that  heparin  was  more  effective  than  a 
combination  of  aspirin  and  dipyridamole 
in  reducing  postoperative  deep  vein 
thrombosis.  Mr  Kakkar  told  C&D  that 
aspirin  was  showing  more  potential  in 
the  prevention  of  arterial  rather  than 
venous  thrombosis. 

Professor  J,  Bonnar,  Oxford  University, 
believed  heparin  was  the  best  anti- 
coagulant to  use  during  pregnancy  to  pre- 
vent pulmonary  embolism,  which  was 
still  the  most  common  cause  of  death 
related  to  childbearing  in  England  and 
Wales.  Unlike  oral  anticoagulants,  heparin 
did  not  cross  into  the  foetal  circulation 
so  was  less  likely  to  cause  foetal  haemor- 
rhage or  teratogenic  effects,  and  it  was 
not  secreted  into  breast  milk  so  that 
breastfeeding  was  still  possible. 

Women  who  suffered  thromboembolic 
complications  in  pregnancy  would  be  at 
high  risk  during  the  remainder  of  the  preg- 
nancy, delivery  and  for  at  least  six  weeks 
afterwards,  he  said.  Heparin,  again  self- 
administered  at  home  with  regular  labora- 
tory monitoring,  would  give  protection  in 
these  cases. 

Professor  Bonnar  told  C&D  that  a  pilot 
study  had  shown  that  low  doses  of  the 
drug  could  be  useful  for  pregnant  women 
whose  babies  had  growth  problems  because 
fibrin  clots  blocking  the  mother's  arteries 
to  the  placenta  were  depriving  the  foetus 
of  food  and  oxygen.  If  they  survived,  such 
babies  would  probably  be  born  mentally 
subnormal,  but  they  usually  died  in  the 
uterus. 


New  benefits  of  heparin  in  heart  disease  claimed 


Depo-Provera  an  'effective'  injectable  contraceptive 
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Pay  rises 
and  the 
Price  Code 


Mr  R.  Hazeltine, 
manager  of  the 
pharmacy, 
Lancastrian 
Co-operative 
Society  Ltd, 
Waterloo  Road, 
Blackpool,  was 
awarded  £150  and 
a  holiday  for  two 
in  Paris  after 
selling  Mimospray 
to  the  winner  of 
a  competition  run 
by  Avlex  Ltd. 
Left  to  right: 
Mr  G.  Schollar, 
Avlex  area 
representative, 

Mr  C.  R.  Wary,  Avlex  area  manager,  Mr  R 


Hazeltine.  Mr  C.  Davey, 


sm 

superintendent 


chemist,  Lancastrian  Co-operative  Chemist  Ltd 


Proposed  amendments  to  the  Price  Code 
— including  provisions  to  disallow  the 
handing  on,  in  prices,  of  any  part  of  a 
wage  settlement  in  excess  of  £6  a  week — 
were  published  in  a  consultative  docu- 
ment on  Monday  by  the  Department  of 
Prices  ond  Consumer  Protection. 

The  document  follows  on  from  the 
White  Paper  "The  Attack  on  Inflation" 
(last  week  p91).  The  White  Paper  stated 
that  self-employed  people,  whose  expenses 
amount  to  less  than  10  per  cent  of  turn- 
over were  to  be  brought  back  under  the 
Code — they  had  been  exempted  from  the 
Code  since  last  year.  The  consultative 
document  proposes  just  such  an  amend- 
ment. However,  the  White  Paper  has  made 
it  clear  that  chemists'  NHS  remuneration 
would  continue  to  be  outside  the  Price 
Code,  but  the  Government  would  take 
account  of  the  pay  limit  in  settling  the 
remuneration. 

Notifications 

Administrative  requirements  for  Cate- 
gory I  and  II  manufacturing  and  service 
enterprises  to  notify  the  Price  Com- 
mission details  of  pay  settlements  under- 
lying price  increases  are  proposed — such 
notification  could  be  either  in  pre- 
notifications  of  increases  or  in  periodic 
returns.  Firms  would  be  asked  to  give 
sufficient  information  about  their  settle- 
ments to  enable  their  consistency  with  the 
pay  limit  to  be  checked.  Similar  infor- 
mation should  be  kept  by  Category  III 
firms  in  their  records. 

Procedural  arrangements  for  pre-notify- 
ing  firms  would  allow  them  the  option  of 
sending  in  details  of  settlements  which 
may  be  relevant  to  a  future  application 
in  advance  of  such  a  pre-notification.  The 
aim  of  this  is  to  enable  the  Commission 
to  seek  the  Department  of  Employment's 
advice  about  the  conformity  of  the  settle- 
ment with  the  pay  limits  enabling  any 
questions  to  be  resolved  before  the  normal 
28  days  pre-notification  period  expires. 
Where  such  an  arrangement  is  used,  the 
information  should  only  relate  to  settle- 
ments involving  more  than  100  employees. 
During  the  price  application  proper, 
details  would  have  to  be  given  of  pay 
settlements  involving  more  than  100 
employees  and  a  statement  that  no  other 
settlement  reflected  in  the  price  is  in 
breach  of  the  pay  limit. 

Any  increase  in  labour  costs  resulting 
from  settlements  which  exceed  the  pay 
limits  would  not  be  allowable  for  price 
purposes,  and  no  part  of  such  settle- 
ments would  be  passed  into  prices.  Infor- 
mation about  pay  settlements  under  the 
arrangements  described  above  will  be 
passed  routinely  by  the  Commission  to 


the  Department  of  Employment — should 
the  Department  certify  that  any  settle- 
ments are  in  excess  of  the  pay  limits,  the 
Commission  will  use  its  powers  to  the 
extent  necessary  to  ensure  the  sanction  is 
applied.  An  extra  disallowance  for  firms 
with  relatively  low  labour  costs  in  relation 
to  total  costs  is  proposed.  The  safeguards 
in  the  Code,  including  those  for  distri- 
butors, would  be  modified  to  ensure  that 
no  account  may  be  taken  of  increases  in 
costs  or  erosion  of  profit  margins  resulting 
from  settlements  in  excess  of  the  pay 
limits. 

Mrs  Shirley  Williams,  Secretary  of 
State  for  Prices  and  Consumer  Protection, 
proposes  to  make  the  relevant  changes  to 
the  Price  Code  as  soon  as  the  Remunera- 
tion Charges  and  Grants  Bill  becomes 
law.  Introduced  to  Parliament  last  week, 
the  Bill  is  to  enable,  amongst  other  things, 
the  Price  Code  to  be  changed.  Any  com- 
ments on  the  proposals  should  be  sent  to 
the  Department  of  Prices  and  Consumer 
Protection,  1  Victoria  Street,  London 
SW1,  by  July  28. 

Science  writers  travelling 
awards— tenth  anniversary 

Dr  Oliver  Gillie,  medical  correspondent 
of  Sunday  Times,  and  his  wife,  a  freelance 
contributor  to  BBC  television  programme, 
Tomorrow's  World,  received  the  Glaxo 
travelling  fellowship  national  award  for 
British  science  writers.  The  broadcasting 
award  was  gained  by  Mr  Michael  Barnes, 
senior  producer  in  the  BBC  science  and 
features  department,  and  the  trade  and 
technical  award  by  Mr  Frank  Walsh, 
formerly  staff  writer,  Dairy  Fanner. 

Dr  and  Mrs  Gillie  intend  to  use  the 
award  to  study  cultural  differences  and 
practices  in  obstetrics  in  Europe  and  Mr 
Barnes  either  in  visiting  scientific  insti- 
tutions concerned  with  the  control  of  toxic 
substances  of  alternatively  institutions  in- 
volved   in    clinical    neurology  research. 

Mr  Austin  Bide,  chairman,  Glaxo 
Holdings,  making  the  presentations  on 
Wednesday  said  this  year  was  of  particu- 
lar interest  inasmuch  as  it  marked  the 
tenth  anniversary  of  the  inception  of  the 
awards.  Since  their  inauguration  in  1966 
the  company  had  disbursed  no  fewer 
than  26  fellowships  to  British  science 
writers,  thus  enabling  them  to  explore  new 
areas  of  scientific  research  and  endeavour. 


and  to  broaden  the  frontiers  of  their 
knowledge.  In  1971  they  began  to  extend 
the  scheme  to  continental  Europe,  and 
fellowships  had  been  awarded  in  West 
Germany,  Scandinavia,  Belgium  and  the 
Netherlands  and  this  year  in  France. 

Scottish  'urgent'  fees  rise 

Increased  fees  for  dispensing  urgent  pre- 
scriptions by  contractors  in  Scotland  have 
been  agreed  between  the  Pharmaceutical 
General  Council  (Scotland)  and  the 
Scottish  Home  and  Health  Department. 
The  new  fees,  payable  on  prescriptions 
dispensed  on  or  after  July  1,  are  the  same 
as  those  for  England  and  Wales  published 
in  C&D,  July  5,  p5.  Other  changes  are 
fees  for  rota  services  increased  from  £4  to 
£6  an  hour  on  Sundays,  public  holidays 
and  early  closing  days  and  from  £2  to 
£2  50  on  remaining  weeekdays. 


Advertisement 

INDERAL 

Imperial  Chemical  Industries  Ltd, 
pharmaceutical  division,  announce 
the  following  price  changes 
effective  July  28. 


List  price  Trade  price 
excluding  excluding 
VAT  each     VAT  each 


Tablets 

10mg 

250 

£4-12 

£2-75 

1,000 

£15-46 

£10-31 

40mg 

250 

£9-69 

£6-46 

1,000 

£36-64 

£24-43 

80mg 

100 

£5-89 

£3-93 

500 

£27-70 

£18-47 

160mg 

50 

£5-89 

£3-93 

250 

£27-70 

£18-47 

Ampoules 

1mg/1ml     10       £1-54  £1-03 
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For  the  retailer  who  gels 
what  he  wants 

Here  you  have  it.  A  new,  special  ROGUE  free  offer  that  your 
customers  will  go  for.  With  every  65 cc  (£1.25)  bottle  of 
aftershave  ROGUE  purchased  they 
will  get  an  aerosol  of  deodorant 
antiperspirant  ROGUE  absolutely 
free. 

Heavy  demand  for  ROGUE 
created  by  national  press  adverts  ' 
will  ensure  that  this  offer  is  a 
winner. 

You  get  the  point-of-sale 
dispenser  (illustrated  here) 
a  minimum  order  of  2  dozen 
after  shaves  accompanied 
by  2  dozen  free  deodorant 
antiperspirants  at  a  total 
cost  of  only  £16.68  (+VAT). 
Retail  value:  £30.  (£53.52  at 
normal  customer  prices). 
And  you  can  order  as 
many  dozens  as  you  wish 

Your  only  problem  is 
will  there  be  enough  of 
this  free  offer  to  meet  A 
demand.  So  order 
NOW-to  make  sure 
you  get  your  require- 
ments. It's  got  to  be  first  ordered 
first  served.  This  offer  will  not  be 
repeated  in  1975. 


To:  Fassett  &  Johnson  Ltd,  Dawson  Road,  Bletchley,  Milton  Keynes,  MK1 1JT. 

Please  rush  me  parcels  containing  2  dozen  after  shave 

ROGUE  with  the  same  amount  of  free  deodorant  antiperspirant 
ROGUE  and  point-of-sale  dispenser 


I  am  a  ROGUE  Stockist. 


I  would  like  your  salesman  to  call. 
(Tick  as  appropnate) 


Signature. 
Name  


Position. 


Company. 
Address^ 


.Tel:. 
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Irish  pharmacists  may  receive 
payments  backdated  3  years 


An  independent  Review  Body  examining 
remuneration  of  Irish  community  pharma- 
cists under  the  General  Medical  Services 
dispensing  scheme  has  recommended  fee 
increases  backdated  to  the  start  of  the 
GMS  service  in  1972. 

The  Review  Body  was  set  up  in  April 
following  breakdown  of  negotiations 
between  the  Irish  Pharmaceutical  Union 
and  the  Minister  for  Health.  In  its  seven 
page  report  issued  last  week  the  Body 
says  it  is  conscious  that  the  Minister  must 
have  due  regard  for  the  present  problems 
of  the  national  economy,  but  some  ele- 
ments in  the  pharmacists'  case  did 
establish  a  just  claim  for  retrospective 
adjustment. 

The  Body  felt  that  the  dispensing  fee 
when  the  GMS  scheme  was  first  intro- 
duced in  1972  should  be  raised  from  17p 
to  20p  and  the  allowance  for  expenses  per 
prescription  to  4p  from  3p.  It  also 
recommended  increasing  the  same  fees 
and  allowances  for  other  periods,  with 
the  rates  from  July  1975  onwards  to  be  a 
45p  fee  and  a  7p  allowance.  Recommen- 
dations for  the  future  include  that  the 
fees  should  be  adjusted  in  line  with 
national  wage  agreements  and  the  allow- 
ance figure  be  amended  in  accordance 
with  the  consumer  price  index. 

Other  recommendations  include  a  single 
50p  fee,  in  addition  to  the  dispensing  fee, 
for  extemporaneous  prescriptions;  a 
double  fee  where  more  than  one  month's 
supply  has  been  ordered,  and  a  triple  fee 
for  more  than  two  month's  supply;  and  a 
higher  fee  for  dispensing  between  mid- 
night and  8  am.  The  report  also  suggests 
the  setting  up  of  a  body  to  monitor 
changes  in  services  provided  by  pharma- 
cists, and  that  a  proposal  to  limit  future 
contracts  should  receive  special  considera- 
tion. Further  details  of  the  report  are 
given  in  an  Irish  supplement  to  C&D 
published  this  week.  The  Union  has 
advised  acceptance  of  the  report. 

Welcome  for  EEC  adoption 
of  EP  monographs 

The  European  Pharmacopoeia  Commis- 
sion has  expressed  its  satisfaction  on  the 
adoption  of  its  monographs  by  the  EEC. 

The  Commission  was  commenting  on 
provisions  in  Directive  75/318,  relating  to 
analytical,  pharmacotoxicological  and 
clinical  standards  and  protocols  for  test- 
ing proprietary  medical  products  (C&D, 
June  28,  p855)  in  which  European 
Pharmacopoeia  monographs  take  prece- 
dence over  member  states'  pharmacopoeial 
monographs.  The  Commission  says  that 
the  decision  to  apply  the  monographs  to 
EEC  member  states  "is  a  recognition  of 
the  scientific  work  done  within  the  frame- 
work  of   the   Council    of   Europe  and 


provides  a  practical  example  of  co- 
ordination of  work"  between  the  latter 
organisation  and  the  EEC. 

The  Commission  was  set  up  by  Con- 
vention in  1964,  and  the  monographs 
already  published  are  applied  as  official 
standards  in  the  territories  of  the  Conven- 
tion's original  signatories:  Belgium,  France, 
Federal  Republic  of  West  Germany,  Italy, 
Luxembourg,  Netherlands,  Switzerland, 
and  the  UK.  Denmark,  Iceland  and 
Sweden  have  since  acceded  to  the  Con- 
vention and  other  accessions  are  expected 
shortly.  Two  volumes  and  one  supple- 
ment to  the  European  Pharmacopoeia 
have  been  prepared,  and  a  third  volume 
is  due  to  be  published  in  October. 

Surgeon  struck  off  after 
clinical  trial  'trick' 

A  surgeon  tricked  Bayer  (UK)  Ltd  into 
paying  him  £1,000  by  falsely  claiming  to 
have  tested  a  new  drug  on  100  patients, 
the  Disciplinary  Committee  of  the  General 
Medical  Council  decided  this  week. 

Mr  John  Sedgwick,  Lucas  Road,  High 
Wycombe,  Bucks,  was  found  guilty  of 
serious  professional  misconduct  and  his 
name  was  ordered  to  be  struck  off  the 
medical  register.  He  has  28  days  to 
appeal.  It  was  alleged  that  he  had  accepted 
payment  from  Bayer  after  falsely  purport- 
ing to  have  tested  one  of  its  drugs — 
designed  to  treat  hypertension. 

'Safety  packs'  Bills  to  be 
pursued  next  session 

Mrs  Jill  Knight  MP's  two  Bills  on  safety 
packs  were  put  down  for  second  reading 
on  Wednesday,  but  it  was  not  known 
before  C&D  went  to  press  whether  they 
were  discussed.  The  two  Bills  are  the 
Safety  Packaging  for  Medicines  Bill  and 
the  Child  Protection  (Medicines)  Bill. 

Mrs  Knight  told  C&D  that  even  if  both 
Bills  were  given  a  second  reading,  there 
would  be  no  time  for  them  to  reach 
Committee  stage  before  the  Commons 
adjourns  for  the  summer.  She  intends  to 
pursue  the  measures  again  in  the  next 
Parliamentary  session. 

Publicity  for  parcel 

The  parcel  of  goods  which  Max  Factor 
Ltd  have  sent  to  chemists  unordered — and 
which  has  not  been  welcomed  by  many 
recipients  (see  C&D,  July  12,  p61  and 
July  19,  p94)—  made  the  columns  of  The 
Economist  last  week. 

The  report  points  out  that  the  Un- 
solicited Goods  and  Services  Act  excludes 
goods  that  are  sent  with  the  intention 
that  they  should  be  resold  for  trade — but 
adds   that   the   National  Pharmaceutical 


Union  considered  that  as  there  was  no 
"pattern"  of  Max  Factor  sending 
unsolicited  goods  there  was  probably  no 
contract  to  pay  and  therefore  no  obliga- 
tion to  pay. 

New  Scottish  branch 

A  new  Pharmaceutical  Society  branch  in 
Scotland — the  first  for  six  years — was 
established  at  a  meeting  in  Galashiels  last 
week  of  pharmacists  from  Berwick, 
Peebles,  Roxburgh  and  Selkirk.  The 
boundaries  coincide  with  those  of  the 
Borders  Area  Health  Board,  but  the 
branch  is  to  be  called  the  Scottish  Borders 
Branch  to  distinguish  it  from  the  existing 
Borders  region  in  England.  Officers  elec- 
ted at  the  meeting  were:  chairman,  Miss 
Sheila  H.  Warren;  vice-chairman,  Mr  H. 
T.  Thomas;  treasurer,  Mr  J.  S.  Struthers; 
secretary,  Mr  W.  R.  Davies,  43  High 
Street,  Peebles. 

Industrial  training  Order 

Proposals  submitted  by  the  Chemical  and 
Allied  Products  Industry  Training  Board 
for  a  levy  on  employers  within  the  scope 
of  the  Board  equal  to  0  75  per  cent  of 
their  payroll  in  the  year  ended  April  5, 
1975  have  been  approved.  This  is  the 
effect  of  Order  SI  1975  no  1115  (HMSO, 
£0  18)  which  comes  into  operation  on 
August  14.  Each  employer's  total  payroll 
is  to  be  reduced  by  £115,000  before 
assessment.  An  employer  whose  payroll 
was  less  than  £115,133,  will  be  exempt 
from  levy.  Employers  may  appeal  to  an 
independent  tribunal  against  assessment. 


News  in  brief 

□  Chemist  contractors  in  England  during 
February  dispensed  some  23,570,616  pre- 
scriptions (14,674,102  forms)  at  a  total 
cost  of  £26,184,734  (£11 11  per  script). 

□  The  British  Medical  Association  sub- 
scription is  to  go  up  from  £30  to  £40 
from  January  1,  1976. 

□  The  index  of  retail  prices  for  all  items 
for  June  was  137-1  (January  1974=100), 
representing  an  increase  of  19  per  cent  on 
May  and  of  26- 1  per  cent  over  the  year. 

□  Philips  Electrical  Ltd  have  denied  Press 
reports  that  their  television  commercial 
showing  commuters  shaving  at  London's 
Waterloo  station  has  been  banned  follow- 
ing complaints  to  the  Advertising  Stan- 
dards Authority.  The  say  the  advertise- 
ment was  in  a  newspaper  and  referred  to 
a  television  advertisement — the  former 
has  been  discontinued  but  the  television 
commercial  is  still  being  used. 

□  The  Advance  Letter  issued  by  the 
Department  of  Health  last  week  which 
authorised  payment  of  increased  hospital 
salaries  makes  provision  for  a  rise  for 
preregistration  students  on  March  I, 
1975  as  well  as  June  I,  1975.  The  salary 
for  such  students  will  be  £2,454  from 
March  1  and  £2,850  from  June  1.  The 
salaries  for  basic,  staff  and  principal 
grades  are  as  shown  in  C&D,  July  5,  p6. 
For  grades  above  principal,  the  salary 
scales  effective  on  both  dates  should  be 
reduced  by  £1  at  the  bottom  end  and 
raised  by  £1  at  the  upper  end. 
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R.  T.  Parfitt,  BPharm,  PhD,  FRIC,  MPS, 

has  been  appointed  to  the  newly  estab- 
lished chair  of  pharmaceutical  and 
medicinal  chemistry  at  the  University  of 
Bath.  Dr  Parfitt  graduated  from  the 
University  of  Nottingham  School  of 
Pharmacy  in  1958  and  obtained  his  PhD 
degree  for  studies  on  chemical  carcino- 
genesis from  the  same  department  in  1962. 
He  has  held  lectureships  in  the  pharmacy 
schools  of  the  University  of  Queensland, 
Australia,  and  the  University  of  Strath- 
clyde.  In  1965-66  he  was  visiting  research 
associate  to  the  medicinal  chemistry 
section  of  the  US  National  Institutes  of 
Health.  For  the  past  five  years  he  has 
been  engaged  in  chemical  research  and 
development  in  the  pharmaceutical 
industry. 

Dr  George  Hitchings,  vice-president  in 
charge  of  research  for  Burroughs  Well- 
come Co  in  North  Carolina,  USA,  has 
been  elected  an  honorary  fellow  of  the 
Royal  Society  of  Medicine.  He  received 
his  diploma  in  London  on  July  15  in 
recognition  of  his  outstanding  contri- 
butions to  therapeutics. 

Mr  Douglas  C.  Harrod,  BSc,  FPS,  FLS, 

is  retiring  from  the  academic  staff  of  the 
pharmacy  department,  Chelsea  College  on 
September  30.  By  that  time  he  will  have 
been  associated  with  the  college  for  57 
years  having  entered  as  a  pupil  of  Sloane 
School  when  the  junior  section  of  that 
school  was  housed  at  the  South-western 
Polytechnic  Institute  as  the  college  was 
then  called.  After  obtaining  the  PhC 
qualification  in  1934  he  obtained  a  visiting 
teachers'  post  in  the  pharmacy  depart- 
ment and  was  taken  on  full  time  in  1936. 

A  man  of  many  parts,  Douglas  Harrod 
is  an  accomplished  musician  (organ  and 
cello),  an  expert  in  British  flora, 
photographer  and  a  great  collector — his 
collection  of  drug  jars  and  16th-17th 
century  herbals  have  often  been  on  dis- 
play at  Chelsea.  A  presentation  will  be 
made  to  Mr  Harrod  on  September  22 
(see  pi 42). 
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BY  XRAYSER 


Trading 


Four  or  five  Prime  Ministers  ago  it  was  reported  that  the  then  holder  of  the 
office  had  looked  at  a  display  of  cut-prices  and  remarked:  "That's  right,  get 
the  prices  down!"  That  was  some  little  time  before  the  abolition  of  resale 
price  maintenance.  It  seemed  to  me  at  the  time  that  no  one  was  better 
placed  to  bring  about  the  situation  which  so  pleased  him.  All  he  had  to  do 
was  to  return  to  Westminster  and  announce  a  reduction  in  purchase  tax,  but 
that,  it  seemed,  was  not  the  same  thing.  Much  better  continue  to  have  the 
income  from  the  tax  undisturbed,  and  let  the  "prices  down"  part  of  it  be  at 
the  expense  of  the  retailer. 

It  was  not  long  before  resale  price  maintenance  was  abolished  and 
replaced  by  such  chaos  and  anarchy  that  it  has  now  become  necessary  to 
examine  the  methods  used  by  "traders"  to  convince  the  buying  public  of  the 
fairness  of  the  offers.  One  might  imagine  that  the  public  would  have  become 
satiated  with  special  offers.  That  may  be,  but  there  is  nothing  to  suggest 
that  those  making  the  offer  are  yet  convinced  that  the  struggle  naught 
availeth.  I  have  today  visited  a  large  supermarket  and  watched  discriminating 
buyers  pushing  trolleys  round  the  store  and  filling  the  trolley  with  goods 
from  the  shelves  without  outward  evidence  of  as  much  as  a  glance  at  the 
prices — or  so  it  seemed. 

But  it  appears  that  some  of  the  ways  in  which  the  bargains  are  offered  do 
not  meet  with  universal  approval,  and  the  Office  of  Fair  Trading  (  "OFT",  in 
the  stilly  night)  has  published  a  booklet  called  Bargain  Offer  Claims.  It  is 
published  by  HM  Stationery  Office  at  £1-20,  and  there  is  no  indication  that  it 
is  available  anywhere  as  a  bargain  offer.  The  objectives  of  the  publication 
are  praiseworthy  and  have  as  their  aim  some  kind  of  standardisation  of  the 
way  in  which  offers  are  made. 

It  has  been  obvious  for  some  time  that  the  make-believe  atmosphere, 
redolent  of  the  market  place,  was  open  to  widespread  abuse.  An  article 
bearing  a  cut  price  one  day  would  revert  to  the  ola  price  on  the  day 
following,  while  a  new  cut  price  took  its  place.  And  the  question  of 
"loss-leading"  seems  to  have  been  forgotten.  I  wish  OFT  well  in  its  task, 
but  I  cannot  help  feeling  that  resale  price  maintenance  was  abandoned 
without  full  consideration  and  foresight.  Nobody  now  knows  the  price  of 
anything,  and  I  think  that  nobody  will  ever  again.  Much  as  the  Office  of  Fair 
Trading  wishes  to  stem  the  tide,  it  is  too  late.  Unfair  trading  has  already  won. 

Safety 

I  can  cast  my  mind  back  to  a  variety  of  containers  used  in  the  pharmacy,  if 
not  quite  to  the  use  of  mussel-shells  for  the  supply  of  ointments.  On 
reflection,  there  was  much  to  be  said  for  the  mussel-shell.  It  was  clean,  it 
was  cheap,  and  it  could  be  discarded.  But  I  remember  the  "chip"  box,  and 
the  neat,  round,  black  and  white  pill-box  which,  whatever  its  demerits,  always 
looked  smart  and  clean.  Now  in  an  age  of  extremely  potent  medicines  so 
artistically  produced  as  to  be  a  lure  to  children,  it  has  become  necessary 
to  find  some  way  of  providing  a  safety  pack. 

I  note  that  the  proposed  container  is  to  be  child-resistant,  must  carry  a 
specific  warning  label,  and  that  it  must  be  dark-tinted,  so  as  to  conceal  from 
youthful  eyes,  one  supposes,  the  beautiful  capsule  into  whose  appearance 
much  thought  and  loving  care  have  gone.  But  of  course  every  effort  to 
secure  safety,  or  at  least  lessen  the  risk  of  accident,  is  worth  while. 
Ultimately,  safety  must  depend  on  the  householder,  and  it  must  be 
remembered  that  not  only  medicines  are  lethal.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that,  should 
the  Bill  become  law,  sufficient  time  will  be  given  for  large  stocks  of  the 
containers  to  be  built  up.  We  already  have  experience  of  legislation  which 
failed  to  make  allowance  for  production  difficulties. 
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produces  a  wide  range  of  ready-made 
drugs : 

Analgesics 

Antibiotics 

Antidiabetic  agents 

Cardiac  and  circulatory  drugs 

Drugs  for  use  in  dermatology  and 
opthalmology 

Hormones  and  Organopreparations 

Psychotropic  drugs  and  tranquillisers 

Sulphonamides 

Tuberculostatics 

Vitamins 


Various  drugs  in  theform  of :  injectable  solutions, 
tablets,  coated  tablets,  capsules,  suppositories,  ointments, 
syrups  etc.,  and  several  compounds  for  veterinary  use 
and  feed-additives. 

Detailed  information  is  available  from  our  agents: 
Daltrade  Limited 

1 81  -1 83  Warwick  Road,  London  W1 4  8PU 
Tel.  01 -370  61 81   Telex:  91  6074 


Sole  Exporter : 


Import  and  Export  of  Chemicals  Ltd., 
Pharmaceutical  Products  Division  "CIECH-POLFA" 
Jasna  12,  P.O.  Box  271, 
00-950  Warszawa,  Poland 
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THE  FIRST  ANTI-PLAQUE  TOOTHPASTE 
IN  THE  UK,  IS  NOW  SECOND  IN  SALES. 


DON'T  BE  THE  LAST  TO  BENEFIT 


Reformulated  SR  is  the  first  anti- 
plaque  toothpaste  in  the  UK. 

It  gives  you  a  better  chance  of 
keeping  your  teeth.That's  the  strongest 
claim  a  toothpaste  can  make. 

We've  staked  it. 

And  we're  getting  results  already. 
The  sales  of  new  SR  are  il  times  the 
sales  of  old  SR.  It's  the  fastest  growing 
brand  in  the  toothpaste  market. 

SPREADING  THE  MESSAGE 

We're  spending  £i.*j  million  on 
telling  the  public  about  plaque ;  what  it 
is,  what  it  does;  and  that  new  SR  has 
ZCT  (Zinc  Citrate  Trihydrate)  to  help 
inhibit  it. 

Our  TV  campaign  started  at  the 
end  of  March;  there  are  full-page  ads. 
in  women's  magazines  and  point  of 
sale  leaflets. 


80%  of  all  housewives  have  already 
got  the  message. 

And  they're  acting  on  it. 

ANTI-PLAQUE  IS  PRO-SALES 

Nowadays,  a  toothpaste  has  to 
offer  more  than  whiteness. 

You  know  how  popular  the  fluoride 
brands  have  become.  (And  of  course 
new  SR  also  has  fluoride). 

And  with  consumer  and  trade 
press  beginning  to  acknowledge  the 
full  dangers  of  plaque,  you  can  guess 
how  popular  the  anti-plaque  brand 
will  be. 

In  its  first  month,  new  SR  added 
50%  to  its  sales  through  chemists 
alone.  It  has  become  the  second  most 
popular  brand. 

THE  FIRST  ANTI-PLAQUE 
TOOTHPASTE  IN  THE  U.K. 


independent  retail  survey  period  ending  31st  May  1975. 


26  July  1975 


Chemist  &  Druggist  113 


A  C&D  SPECIAL 


Sore  mouths  and  gums 

by  Brian  Hinners,  BSc,  DipM,  William  R.  Warner  &  Co  Ltd 


Most  of  us  at  one  time  or  another  suffer 
from  diseases  affecting  the  soft  tissues  of 
the  mouth.  Aphthous  ulceration,  perhaps 
the  most  troublesome  of  mouth  diseases, 
appears  to  affect  around  19  per  cent  of 
the  population  at  any  given  moment  and 
the  more  insidious  gum  disorder,  period- 
ontal disease,  is  the  major  cause  of  tooth 
loss  in  adult  life. 

Yet  frequently  these  conditions  are 
regarded  as  too  trivial  to  justify  consult- 
ing a  doctor.  And  dentists,  often  occupied 
with  restorative  surgery,  do  not  always 
have  the  time  available  to  provide 
adequate  preventive  care.  Jn  fact  it  has 
been  estimated  that  although  around  30m 
people  are  affected  by  periodontal  disease, 
less  than  10  per  cent  of  the  total  cost  of 
the  general  dental  services  is  devoted  to 
its  treatment. 

This  rather  startling  picture  brings 
home  the  essential  role  of  the  retail 
pharmacist.  Increasingly,  he  is  called  upon 
for  advice  in  the  treatment  of  oral  dis- 
comfort or  guidance  on  hygiene  matters 
and  the  purpose  of  this  article  is  to  pro- 
vide some  background  to  two  of  the  more 
common  mouth  conditions,  aphthous 
ulceration  and  periodontal  disease. 

Aphthous  ulcers 

The  all  embracing  term  stomatitis 
covers  a  variety  of  inflammatory  condi- 
tions affecting  buccal  soft  tissues  but 
undoubtedly  the  most  frequently  occuring 
is  recurrent  aphthous  ulceration.  Despite 
its  familiarity,  however,  a  great  deal  of 
mystery  surrounds  the  aetiology  of 
aphthous  ulcers.  Obvious  trauma  apart, 
hormonal,  allergic,  nutritional  and  infec- 
tive causes  have  been  put  forward  as  pre- 
disposing factors.  But  with  the  exception 
perhaps  of  certain  types  of  ulcers  where 
viral  origins  are  recognised,  these  are  now 
largely  ruled  out. 

Herpes  simplex,  once  thought  to  be 
involved  in  aphthous  ulceration,  has 
eluded  isolation  in  a  number  of  studies 
but  more  recently  a  type  of  adenovirus 
has  been  implicated.  Its  presence  has 
been  demonstrated  by  culture  methods 
and  by  immunofluorescent  recordings  of 
ulcer  scrapings. 

The  most  interesting  theory  on  the 
cause  of  ulceration  which  has  come  to 
light  in  recent  years,  however,  is  based 
on  a  disturbance  of  autoimmune  reactions. 
It  has  been  shown  that  antibodies  active 
against  mucosal  tissues  circulate  in  suscep- 
tible patients.  Two  varieties  of  antibodies 
exist:  the  haemagglutinating  type  found 
in  the  plasma  proteins  and  those  carried 
by  the  lymphocytes.  Immediately  prior  to 
the  formation  of  an  ulcer  the  lymphocyte 
antibodies  tend  to  concentrate  around  the 
potential  ulcer  site.  These  antibodies  are 
thought  to  combine  with  antigens  of  the 


epithelial  cells  of  the  mucosa  and  the 
resultant  effect  is  tissue  degeneration.  This 
much  is  now  fairly  clear.  But  the  question 
that  remains  unresolved  is  what  are  the 
predisposing  factors  which  precipitate 
such  a  chain  of  events?  Emotional  stress 
has  been  suggested  but  this  is  more  likely 
to  produce  an  exacerbation  rather  than 
be  the  primary  cause.  Familial  involve- 
ment is  also  often  noted,  but  precise 
patterns  have  not  been  established. 

Nevertheless,  although  the  aetiological 
mystery  has  yet  to  be  fully  unravelled, 
aphthous  ulcers  continue  to  cause  a  good 
deal  of  discomfort.  Most  ulcers  tend  to 
be  of  the  minor  variety,  affecting  females 
a  little  more  often  than  males  with  the 
highest  proportion  of  patients  showing 
their  first  symptoms  between  the  ages  of 
10  and  19  years. 

The  most  commonly  affected  sites 
include  the  buccal  mucosa,  the  labial 
mucosa  and  the  tongue.  The  ulcer  crater 
is  less  than  1cm  in  diameter  and  epitheli- 
sation   normally   occurs   within    10  days 

Structures  involved  in  periodontal  disease 


without  scar  formation.  On  occasions 
ulcers  may  be  present  with  a  diameter 
larger  than  1cm  and  these  are  termed 
major  aphthous  ulcers.  Major  ulcers  often 
involve  the  soft  palate  and  pharynx.  They 
tend  to  last  for  weeks  and  eventually  heal 
with  the  formation  of  scars. 

Finally  there  is  a  third  variety,  herpeti- 
form  ulcers,  which  are  relatively  uncom- 
mon. Although  there  is  some  evidence  of 
a  viral  background,  the  name  itself  is 
largely  descriptive  since  these  ulcers  in 
the  early  stages  sometimes  resemble 
herpes  lesions.  Herpetiform  ulcers  differ 
in  appearance  from  the  minor  and  major 
variety.  There  tends  to  be  a  large  number 
of  small  craters,  typically  found  at  the 
side  of  the  tongue.  They  are  usually  grey 
and  not  demarcated  by  a  red  erythema- 
tous border — which  makes  them  difficult 
to  see  until  adjacent  lesions  eventually 
coalesce.  But  despite  their  unspectacular 
appearance  herpetiform  ulcers  can  be 
particularly  painful. 

Fortunately,  although  aphthous  ulcers 
are  troublesome  to  the  patient,  unless 
secondary  to  a  more  severe  infection  they 
rarely  cause  serious  harm  in  themselves. 
This  cannot  be  said  of  periodontal  disease, 
however,  because  even  though  the  patient 
suffers  little  distress  in  the  early  stages, 
undetected  gum   disease  is  degenerative. 

Periodontal  disease 

Until  the  age  of  about  24  years  dental 
caries,  involving  decay  of  the  mineralised 
and  inner  tissues  of  the  tooth,  is  the  major 
reason  for  tooth  extraction.  After  this 
Continued  on  p114 
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time  caries  diminishes  in  importance  and 
eventually  becomes  overtaken  by  period- 
ontal disease  which  by  the  age  of  35  years 
is  responsible  for  nearly  40  per  cent  of 
tooth  extractions.  Periodontal  disease, 
sometimes  known  as  chronic  periodontitis 
or  gingivitis,  affects  the  periodontium. 
This  includes  the  periodontal  membrane, 
the  gingiva  (or  gum),  the  aveolar  bone 
and  cementum;  the  only  part  normally 
visible  being  the  gingiva. 

Natural  defences  exist  which  help  to 
protect  the  periodontium.  The  epithelium 
of  the  membrane  secretes  a  protective 
antibody  fluid,  the  masticatory  process  of 
well  aligned  teeth  itself  minimises  inflam- 
mation and  the  mouth  is  constantly 
irrigated  by  saliva  which  provides  a 
cleansing  action.  Nevertheless  with  the 
overwhelming  presence  of  commensal 
organisms  in  the  mouth  it  is  perhaps  not 
too  surprising  that  bacterial  invasion  of 
the  soft  tissues  occurs. 

Primarily  responsible  is  the  presence  of 
dental  plaque  on  the  tooth  surface.  This 
is  composed  mainly  of  muco-proteinous 
tissue  and  food  debris.  Colonies  of 
bacteria  are  embedded  in  the  plaque  and 
ic  is  their  excretory  products,  enzymes, 
toxins  and  cell  wall  antigens  which  set  up 
the  disease.  In  fact  it  is  these  bacteria 
which  also  give  rise  to  caries  by  degrading 
fermentable  sugars  into  corrosive  acids. 

The  periodontal  membrane  is  largely 
composed  of  fibrous  tissue  and  this  pro- 
vides the  binding  surface  for  the  teeth. 
As  the  bacterial  toxins  are  released  this 
tissue  disintegrates  and  the  gums  begin  to 
lose  their  grip  on  the  teeth.  Pockets 
between  the  membrane  and  teeth  are 
formed  allowing  the  ingression  of  more 
plaque  and  accelerating  gingival  erosion. 
Ultimately,  if  left  completely  unchecked, 
the  aveolar  bone  becomes  involved  and 
the  whole  periodontium  is  destroyed. 

During  the  degenerative  process  of 
periodontal  disease  the  gums  often  recede 
and  as  more  tooth  becomes  exposed  the 
teeth  appear  longer.  Hence  the  expression 
"long  in  the  tooth"  is  related  to  the 
degree  of  gum  erosion  with  age.  Also  as 
a  factor  of  age  the  plaque  often  calcifies 
to  form  yellow-brown  hard  deposits  of 
calculus  or  tartar.  Once  formed,  calculus 
cannot  be  removed  by  simple  tooth- 
brushing,  but  requires  descaling  action. 


Gingivitis 


The  first  sign  of  periodontal  disease 
noticed  by  the  individual  is  usually 
swollen  or  tender  gums  which  may  bleed 
during  tooth  brushing.  As  the  condition 
proceeds  pus  may  issue  from  the  gums 
and  the  condition  is  then  termed 
"pyorrhoea".  Pain  is  rarely  a  feature  of 
chronic  periodontal  disease.  Its  presence 
usually  signifies  a  more  acute  infection  or 
perhaps  an  abcess  where  pus  has  become 
trapped  in  a  periodontal  pocket. 

Acute  infections  are  relatively  rare  but 
they  can  be  distressing.  Vincent's  infec- 
tion, or  acute  ulcerative  gingivitis,  is 
perhaps  most  familiar  to  the  doctor  and 
this  is  characterised  by  painful  and  bleed- 
ing gums,  together  with  an  acute  aware- 
ness by  the  patient  of  bad  taste  and 
breath.  Vincent's  infection  results  from 
invasion  by  specific  bacterial  organisms 
and  should  be  treated  with  antimicrobial 
agents. 

Another  variety  of  acute  gum  infection 
is  acute  gingivostomatitis.  This  is  normally 
seen  in  children  between  the  ages  of  two 
and  five  years.  Small  ulcers  appear  which 
may  coalesce,  the  patient  is  febrile  and 
suffers  difficulty  in  eating  and  sleeping.  A 
viral  background  is  involved  but  with 
palliative  treatment  the  condition  resolves 
within  seven  to  ten  days. 

Pharmacist's  role 

The  overall  treatment  of  mouth  and  gum 
condition  is  of  particular  interest  to  the 
pharmacist.  On  some  occasions  certain 
prescription  medicines  are  indicated  but 
in  many  instances  the  individual  can  treat 
himself  effectively  with  remedies  and 
cleansing  agents  bought  over  the  counter. 

Since  the  aetiology  of  aphthous  ulcers 
is  only  partially  understood,  treatment 
tends  to  be  largely  symptomatic.  Obviously 
if  any  traumatic  cause  is  involved  such 
as  ill-fitting  dentures,  or  over-enthusiastic 
tooth  brushing,  this  should  be  corrected. 
Topical  steroids  applied  in  the  early 
stages  can  be  helpful  but  they  have  little 
influence  over  the  course  of  the  condition 
once  ulceration  has  become  firmly  estab- 
lished. Adrenal  suppression  is  not  a 
problem  if  the  dosage  is  kept  within 
reasonable  limits  but  such  potentially 
powerful  drugs  should  not  be  used 
unnecessarily,  particularly  in  children. 
Gels  and  lozenges  sometimes  provide  a 
palliative  action  and  topical  antibiotic  or 
antiseptic  mouthwashes  are  useful  in  con- 


trolling the  more  troublesome  ulcers  and 
in  preventing  secondary  infection. 

Whilst  most  sufferers  from  oral  ulcer- 
ation can  do  little  to  prevent  a  recurrence, 
the  control  of  periodontal  disease  is  very 
much  centred  on  prophylaxis.  Experiments 
with  students  have  shown  that  withdrawal 
of  oral  hygiene  activities  resulted  in  a 
build  up  of  plaque  with  an  increasingly 
complex  bacterial  flora  which  became 
stabilised  after  seven  to  ten  days.  This 
resembled  the  established  plaque  of  long 
standing  periodontal  disease  and  a  close 
correlation  between  gingival  inflammation 
and  plaque  was  demonstrated.  Reintro- 
duction  of  hygiene  procedures  quickly  led 
to  the  removal  of  bacterial  deposits, 
followed  by  a  slower  recovery  from  gum 
inflammation. 


Forming  a  habit 

Fortunately,  evidence  of  this  kind  has 
led  to  a  growing  awareness  of  the  need 
for  proper  oral  hygiene.  Established 
plaque  and  calculus  must  be  removed  by 
the  dentist  but  maintenance  therapy  is 
very  much  a  matter  of  personal  habit. 
The  toothbrush  still  remains  the  founda- 
tion of  good  oral  hygiene  by  helping  to 
prevent  plaque  accumulation.  Unfortun- 
ately only  the  more  exposed  surfaces  of 
the  teeth  are  covered  properly  but 
improvements  in  the  design  of  tooth- 
brushes in  recent  years  have  resulted  in 
better  efficiency. 

Nevertheless  most  of  the  interdental 
spaces  still  evade  the  toothbrush  and  to 
reach  these  properly  other  cleansing 
techniques  are  needed.  Special  interdental 
brushes,  dental  floss  and  wooden  tooth 
picks  used  carefully  can  be  most  helpful. 
Furthermore  the  use  of  antiseptic  mouth- 
washes has  been  shown  to  control  plaque 
accumulation  and  the  development  of 
gingival  inflammation.  And  as  a  reward 
to  the  oral  hygiene  conscious  individual, 
the  application  of  a  disclosing  agent 
which  dyes  plaque  bright  red  immediately 
demonstrates  the  effectiveness  of  his 
efforts. 

Conservationism  is  very  much  in  vogue 
at  the  moment  and  there  is  no  reason 
why  the  majority  of  people  in  this  country 
should  not  be  able  to  retain  their  natural 
teeth  throughout  life.  As  a  nation  we  are 
just  beginning  to  become  aware  that  with 
proper  oral  attention  this  can  be  possible. 
It  may  be  a  slow,  educative  process,  but  it 
is  one  in  which  the  pharmacist  has  a 
crucial  role  to  play. 


1975 
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Oral  hygiene  means  Oral~B 
and  Oral~B  means  profit  for  you 


8 


When  your  customers  ask  their  dentists 
about  oral  hygiene,  more  and  more  are 
being  recommended  Oral-B  products. 
That's  because  our  national  dental 
representation  force  has  done  its  job 
effectively.  And  because  the  Oral-B  range 
satisfies  dentists'  stringent  professional 
requirements.  Selling  only  through 
pharmacy,  it  should  also  satisfy  yours. 
It  will  certainly  satisfy  your  customers. 
After  all,  their  dentist  knows  best .  .  . 

Dental  Health  Division,  Knox  Laboratories  Ltd., 

50  Weston  Road,  Aston  Clinton,  Aylesbury,  Bucks  HP22  5EL 

Telephone:  Aylesbury  630121 


Oral-B 


5.  ORAL-B  60  TOOTH/GUM  BRUSH:  retail  price  39peach 
(inc.  VAT).  CHEMISTS'  PROFIT  £1  44 per  doz. 

6.  ORAL-B  40  TOOTH/GUM  BRUSH:  retail  price  36peach 
(inc.  VAT).  CHEMISTS'  PROFIT  £1  34 per  doz. 

7.  ORAL-B  30  TOOTH/GUM  BRUSH  :  retail  price  33p  each 
(inc.  VAT).  CHEMISTS'  PROFIT  £1  23  per  doz. 

8.  ORAL-B  SULCUS  TOOTH/GUM  BRUSH:  retail  price  35peach 
(inc.  VAT).  CHEMISTS'  PROFIT  £1  29  per  doz. 

Sell  oral  hygiene  -  stock  Oral~B 
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How  to  correct  an  upside-down  smile 

Customers  can  sometimes  get  you  down.  When 
mouth  troubles  are  turning  their  smiles  upside-down. 
Troubles  like  mouth  ulcers,  denture  irritation  and 
teething  pain. 

But  there's  a  very  quick  and  easy  way  to  reverse  that 
downward  trend.  Simply  recommend  Bonjela. 

Bonjela  is  a  special  oral  analgesic.  It  relieves 
pain  within  3  minutes,  in  most  cases.  It 
lasts  a  long  time.  It  guards  against  infection. 
And  it  tastes  pleasant  too. 

Recommend  Bonjela  and  watch 
your  sales. 

Bonjela  can  give  everyone 
a  smile. 


CD 


Further  information  is  available  from  : —  Lloyds  Pharmaceuticals  Ltd. 
A  member  of  Reckitt  &  Colman  Pharmaceutical  Division,  Hull 


Product  Licence  No.  01 07/5002 


The 
3-minute 
smile 
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Dental  plaque 

by  Colin  Cowell,  BDS,  FDS,  Unilever  Research,  Isleworth  Laboratory 


There  is  now  an  impressive  and  increas- 
ing amount  of  evidence  which  points  to 
dental  plaque  as  the  principal  common 
aetiological  agent  for  both  dental  caries 
and  chronic  periodontal  disease.  If  allowed 
to  continue  unchecked  these  diseases  lead 
to  the  loss  of  teeth.  They  have  such  a 
high  prevalence  that  virtually  all  the 
population  suffer  from  them  to  some 
degree.  It  would  therefore  seem  that 
dental  plaque  deserves  to  be  taken 
seriously. 

The  term  "gelatinous  microbial  plaque" 
was  used  in  the  late  nineteenth  century  by 
G.  V.  Black  to  describe  the  tenacious  film 
of  organisms,  embedded  in  a  glue-like 
matrix,  commonly  found  covering  the 
surface  of  teeth.  This  material  had  pre- 
viously been  cited  by  J.  L.  Williams  as 
being  associated  with  dental  caries.  At 
about  the  same  time  W.  D.  Miller 
developed  a  theory,  originally  advanced 
by  Milles  and  Underwood,  which  pro- 
posed that  the  destruction  of  tooth  sub- 
stance in  dental  caries  was  effected  by 
acid  produced  by  germs  in  the  mouth. 
This  chemico-parasitic  theory  of  dental 
caries  is  generally  accepted  as  valid  today. 

In  retrospect  it  seems  surprising  that 
Miller  would  not  accept  that  dental  plaque 
alone  was  the  essential  microbial  agent 
for  caries  formation.  It  is  also  remarkable, 
considering  the  advanced  nature  of  these 
observations  and  hypotheses,  that  progress 
in  dental  research  made  few  major  strides 
until  the  middle  of  the  century. 

New  techniques 

Microbiological  research  became  in- 
volved with  the  lactobacilli,  which  are 
commonly  associated  with  carious  lesions, 
but  failed  to  establish  a  causal  relation- 
ship. The  work  of  J.  K.  Clarke  in  1924, 
who  proposed  a  previously  undescribed 
streptococcus — S.  /nutans — as  being  impli- 
cated in  the  disease  of  dental  caries,  was 
not  followed  up. 

The  development  of  research  techniques 
in  the  use  of  germ-free  and  gnotobiotic 
animals  plus  the  use  of  epidemiological 
techniques,  applied  to  cross-sectional 
studies  in  large  populations,  helped  to 
pinpoint  the  role  of  plaque  in  dental 
caries  and  chronic  periodontal  disease. 
These  advances  did  not  occur  until  about 
the  middle  of  this  century  and  encouraged 
a  closer  examination  of  the  formation, 
structure,  function  and  control  of  plaque. 
Microscopy,  microbiology,  immunology 
and  biochemistry  are  the  main  divisions 
of  the  study  which  continues  internation- 
ally at  the  present  time. 

Plaque  is  a  generic  term  applied  to  that 
integument  on  teeth  which  resists  removal 
by  vigorous  rinsing  with  water  but  can  be 
removed  by  the  toothbrush.  It  varies 
between  individuals,  between  teeth  in  the 


same  mouth,  between  different  sites  on 
the  same  tooth  and  on  the  same  tooth 
site  with  time.  Calcification  of  plaque  may 
occur  which  makes  it  impossible  to 
remove  by  brushing.  This  calcified  plaque 
is  called  calculus  or  tartar  and  is  shown 
in  fig  1  with  all  the  organic  material 
removed. 

In  spite  of  this  variation  in  plaque 
there  are  certain  general  features  about  its 
structure  which  can  be  described.  All 
plaque  consists  predominantly  of  bacteria. 
Wet  weights  of  2x10"  bacteria  per  g  have 
been  recorded  which  are  comparable  with 
the  wet  weights  of  2-3x10"  per  g  recorded 
when  pure  cultures  of  streptococci  are 
centrifuged. 

Plaque  constituents 

In  coccal  plaque  the  bacteria  are 
embedded  in  a  matrix  of  extracellular 
polysaccharide  (EPS)  of  bacterial  origin. 
This  EPS  has  been  identified  as  glucans 
and  fructans  —  predominantly  dextran  — 
which  is  produced  by  organisms  such  as 
S.  mutans  on  a  sucrose  substrate.  The 
function  of  EPS  appears  to  help  the 
plaque  resist  removal  from  the  tooth 
surface  and  to  act  as  a  diffusion  limitation 
barrier  for  the  acids  produced  by  the 
bacteria.  Analogous  models  using  acidified 
gels  produce  an  early  lesion  of  the  tooth 
enamel  in  vitro  which  closely  resembles 
the  lesion  of  early  enamel  caries. 

An  intracellular  polysaccharide  (IPS) 
can  also  be  seen  within  the  bacteria  and 
has  been  related  to  the  production  of  acid 
by  the  bacteria.  The  section  shown  in  fig  2 
demonstrates  bacteria,  EPS  and  IPS. 

Plaque  does  not  form  directly  on  tooth 
enamel  but  on  an  interposed  organic  layer 
called  the  acquired  pellicle.  Pellicle  is  a 
virtually  structureless  proteinaceous  layer 
i-8/ijn  thick  which  rapidly  forms  on 
cleaned  enamel  in  the  mouth  and  is 
extremely  resistant  to  removal.  Pellicle 
presents  an  invariable  interface  between 
plaque  and  the  tooth  enamel. 

Clinical  studies 

Although  a  predominantly  coccal  plaque 
has  been  described  there  are  many  other 
organisms  which  may  be  involved  in  its 
structure.  The  development  of  plaque  in 
the  area  of  the  tooth  adjacent  to  the 
gingivae  (gingival  margin)  of  originally 
clean  teeth  with  healthy  gingivae  has  been 
followed  in  a  series  of  well  structured 
pragmatic  clinical  experiments  carried  out 
in  Scandinavia.  The  sequence  started  with 
a  predominantly  gram-positive  coccal 
flora  which,  in  the  first  two  days,  devel- 
oped a  30  per  cent  content  of  gram- 
negative  cocci  and  rods.  In  the  first  four 
days  a  number  of  fusobacteria  and 
filaments  appeared  which  eventually  made 
up  about  7  per  cent  of  the  flora.  From 
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Fig  1:  Calculus  with  organic  material 
removed  showing  outlines  of  bacteria 
X  4,000 


Fig  2:  Section  showing  bacteria  with 
EPS  and  IPS  X  15,000 


Fig  3:  Complex  plaque  showing 
coexistence  of  filamentous  and  coccal 
bacteria  x  3,500 


4-9  days  the  flora  acquired  a  content  of 
spirochaetes  and  spirillae  which  reached 
a  level  of  2  per  cent.  The  development  of 
this  increasingly  complex  flora  was  accom- 
panied by  gingival  inflammation  which 
gradually  became  worse.  The  whole  situa- 
tion was  reversed  to  health  within  1-2 
days  following  the  resumption  of  tooth 
cleaning.  Fig  3  is  a  scanning  electron 
micrograph  (SEM)  of  a  complex  plaque 
showing  the  coexistence  of  filamentous 
and  coccal  organisms. 

Continued  on  p119 
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Oraldene 
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A  half-minute  rinse  orgargle  with  undiluted 
Oraldene  provides  immediate  relief  from  the 
soreness  and  discomfort  of  mouth  and  throat 
infections.  Yet  because  Oraldene's  anti- 
infective  ingredient,  hexetidine,  has  a  marked 
affinity  for  buccal  mucosa,  the  effect  of  a 
single  rinse  lasts  for  hours. 


Oraldene  contains  hexetidine  0.1%  and  is  supplied  in  bottles  of  200  ml.  Further  information  on  Oraldene  and  on  the  'Opening  Hours'sign 
pictured  above  is  available  from  William  R.  Warner  &  Co.  Ltd.,  Eastleigh,  Hants.  Tel.  Eastleigh  31 31 .  Oraldene  is  a  registered  trade  mark. 
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plaque 

Continued  from  p117 

Because  of  the  heterogeneity  of  dental 
plaque  there  have  been  a  number  of 
studies  to  ascertain  the  ecological  deter- 
minants of  plaque  deposition  and 
development. 

A  cleaned  tooth  surface  exposed  to  the 
normal  oral  environment  will  acquire  up 
to  10"  viable  bacteria  per  sq  cm  of  tooth 
surface  in  the  first  hour.  The  bacteria 
acquired  indicated  a  high  degree  of  selec- 
tivity when  compared  to  the  salivary  flora. 
Organisms  such  as  S.  mitis  and  S.  sanguis 
being  present  on  the  surface  of  the  tooth 
in  much  bigger  concentrations  than 
S.  salivarius  or  Veillonella  whiff'.i  are 
also  present  in  saliva.  S.  mutatis  is  found 
on  the  tooth  surface  but  not  in  significant 
proportions  on  the  mucosal  surfaces 
whereas  for  5.  salivarius  the  reverse  is 
true. 

Bacterial  clumps 

Those  organisms  which  do  adhere  to 
the  tooth  can  do  so  initially  in  clumps. 
These  clumps  of  bacteria  are  found  on 
the  neck  of  the  tooth  adjacent  to  the 
gingivae  within  minutes  of  the  tooth  being 
cleaned  and  are  shown  in  fig  4. 

The  ability  of  S.  mutans  to  adhere  to 
other  S.  mutans  and  to  attach  to  tooth 
appears  to  depend  on  ESP  glucan  which 
is  specifically  related  to  a  sucrose  sub- 
strate. S.  sanguis,  on  the  other  hand, 
seems  to  be  dependant  on  salivary  glyco- 
proteins for  its  attachment  to  teeth.  Some 
evidence  also  exists  that  the  plaque  form- 
ing bacteria  must  also  be  present  in 
considerable  concentration  to  establish 
themselves. 

Following  attachment,  subsequent  plaque 
development  depends  on  the  growth  and 
spread  of  these  microcolonies  which 
eventually  cover  the  entire  surface  as 
shown  in  fig  5. 

The  accumulation  of  plaque  in  cases  of 
periodontal  disease  can  reach  high  levels 
so  that  a  total  mass  of  200mg  representing 
about  50,000  million  bacteria  from  one 
mouth  would  not  be  unusual.  The  total 
ulcerated  area  covered  by  plaque  could 
be  in  the  order  of  16sqcm. 

Blood  cell  activity 

This  gingival  plaque  has  been  shown  to 
exert  a  leucotactic  effect  which  results  in 
the  accumulation  of  polymorphonuclear 
leucocytes,  from  the  circulating  blood,  in 
the  crevice  formed  between  the  gingival 
margin  and  the  attachment  of  the  gingivae 
to  the  tooth.  Fig  6  demonstrates  the  large 
number  of  leucocytes  which  can  be 
removed  from  the  gingival  margin  in 
cases  of  gingival  inflammation  (chronic 
gingivitis).  Other  white  blood  cells  such 
as  lymphocytes  and  macrophages  can  also 
be  demonstrated  in  histological  sections  of 


Fig  4:  Clumps  of  bacteria  attached  to 
tooth  surface  within  minutes  of  it  being 
cleaned  x1,050 


the  connective  tissue  which  attaches  tooth 
to  bone. 

Research  work  involving  gnotobiotic 
animals  has  enabled  the  isolation  of 
organisms  such  as  Actinomyces  viscosus 
which  will  form  plaque  and  cause  gin- 
givitis, plus  the  loss  of  tooth  supporting 
bone,  when  introduced  into  animals  as 
a  monoinfection. 

The  exact  mechanism  of  the  destruction 
of  the  attachment  apparatus  of  tooth  to 
bone  which  takes  place  in  chronic 
periodontitis  still  awaits  explanation. 
Immunological  reactions  activated  by  the 
presence  of  plaque  will  almost  certainly 
cause  vascular  responses  of  inflammation 
and  the  release  of  lysosomal  enzymes 
which  can  result  in  cell  damage.  Other 
enzymes  and  cytotoxic  substances  are 
produced  by  bacteria  which  have  been 
found  in  plaque  samples  and  table  1  lists 
some  of  these.  In  spite  of  this  list  of 
potential  candidates  for  periodontal 
damage  and  the  isolation  of  organisms 
such  as  Actinomyces  viscosus,  research 
workers  have  failed,  up  to  now,  to  corre- 
late any  one  or  group  of  organisms  with 
established  periodontal  disease. 

Unknowns 

The  complex  nature  of  plaque  provides 
an  enormous  reserve  of  unknowns  for 
research  and  will  no  doubt  throw  up  as 
many  spurious  correlations  with  disease 
in  the  future  as  it  has  in  the  past.  Until 
a  safe  and  simple  remedy  is  discovered 
it  is  still  possible  to  remove  plaque  com- 
pletely from  the  gingival  margins  by  the 
diligent  application  of  a  toothbrush 
assisted  by  toothpaste  as  shown  in  fig  7a. 
This  SE  micrograph  is  of  a  gingival 
margin  which  has  been  rendered  plaque 
free  by  this  method  alone.  Compare  this 
with  the  light  deposit  of  plaque  shown 
in  fig  7b. 


Table  1  :  some  bacterial  cytotoxic 
substances 

Metabolic  products:  Ammonia,  hydrogen 
sulphide,  toxic  amines,  indole,  skatole, 
etc 

Extracellular    substances:    Dextrans  and 

other  polysaccharides 
Bacterial     compounds     liberated  during 

lysis:  Lipopolysaccharides  ("endotoxin"), 

mucopeptides. 

From  Kelstrup,  J.  &  Theilade,  Else  (1974) 
Journal  of  Clinical  Periodontology  1 : 15-35. 
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Fig  5:  Tooth  surface  completely  covered 
by  colonies  of  bacteria  x  2,850 


Fig  6:  Polymorphonuclear  leucocytes 
which  have  been  taken  from  the  gingival 
margin  of  inflamed  gingivae  x  770 


Fig  7a:  A  tooth  made  "plaque  free"  by 
toothbrush  and  toothpaste  alone.  X77 


Fig  7b:  A  tooth  with  a  light  deposit  of 
plaque  for  comparison  with  7a.  x  I5\ 


All  illustrations  by  Unilever  Research 
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A  brand  new  product  with  a  trusted  brand  name: 
Dentinox  toothpaste  for  babies. 


<o 


^0? 


You're  already  well  aware  of 
Dentinox  teething  pain  relievers.  Now  we've 
launched  a  natural  follow  up  :  a  babies' 
toothpaste. 

It's  the  first  of  its  kind  in  Britain  and 
should  not  be  confused  with  toothpaste  for 
older  children.  They  do  a  fine  job  on 
children's  teeth  from  the  age  of  about  ik 
years  onward  but  aren't  specifically  intended 
for  very  young  infants. 

Dentinox  toothpaste  has  been 
especially  formulated  and  presented  as  a  gel 
to  cleanse  milk  teeth  non-abrasively,  to 
prevent  the  build  up  of  dental  plaque  (which 
can  lead  to  early  caries)  and  to  provide  an 
anti-bacterial  action  in  the  mouth.  It  is  quite 
harmless  to  babies,  even  when  swallowed  in 
large  quantities. 

Next  time  a  customer  of  yours  asks 


for  a  children's  toothpaste,  give  her  Dentinox. 

Dentinox  babies'  toothpaste  and 
teething  products  are  distributed  by 
Dendron  Limited,  94RickmansworthRoad, 
Watford,  Herts.  WD  i  7JJ. 
Telephone  Watford  292c  1. 

Dentinox  gel  toothpaste. 
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Toothpaste:  at  last  realising 
its  market  potential 

by  Martin  Thornton,  toothpaste  marketing  manager,  Beecham  Toiletries 


At  last  the  toothpaste  market  is  beginning 
to  assume  the  kind  of  importance  in  our 
national  life  it  really  deserves — indeed,  we 
believe  that  over  the  next  few  years  it 
will  at  least  begin  to  approach  the  levels 
of  development  long  established  in  such 
countries  as  West  Germany  and  the 
United  States.  Heavily  entrenched  funda- 
mental consumer  attitudes  to  the  whole 
concept  of  oral  hygiene  are  in  a  state  of 
flux  and  this  promises  an  exciting  new 
phase  of  expansion  for  toothpaste. 

Although  toothpaste  is,  as  yet,  by  no 
means  the  largest  sector  of  toiletries,  it  is 
nevertheless,  at  its  current  rsp  value  of 
£38  million,  a  very  big  market  indeed  and 
a  substantial  source  of  trade  profit.  Purely 
on  the  superficial  measure  of  size,  tooth- 
paste sales  still  fall  short  of  their  potential 
— despite  a  real  expansion  of  25  per  cent 
since  1971  in  terms  of  the  tonnage  con- 
sumed. But  toothpaste  is  the  only  kind  of 
toiletry  which  even  approaches  the  essen- 
tial as  a  health  guardian — while  others 
provide  benefits  which  are  desirable  to  a 
civilised  existence,  not  one  could  pretend 
to  the  place  which  toothpaste  should  be 
occupying  in  our  lives.  And,  when  tooth- 
paste's value  as  a  health  guardian  is  fully 
recognised,  this  market  may  even  have 
doubled  its  current  real  value. 

The  UK  toothpaste  market  is  grossly 
undervalued,  not  because  actual  tooth- 
paste usage  is  too  low — in  fact  almost 
every  toothed  person  is  a  toothpaste  user 
— but  because,  in  too  many  cases,  tooth- 
paste is  misused  both  in  terms  of  the 
frequency  and  the  thoroughness  of 
brushing. 

Apathy 

This  occurs  because  many  millions  do 
not  yet  appreciate  toothpaste's  health 
benefit.  These  people  believe  that  tooth 
decay  and  loss  are  inevitable  aspects  of 
the  ageing  process.  Consequently  they 
tend  to  be  apathetic  about  the  whole  con- 
cept of  "preventive  care".  They  visit  the 
dentist  only  when  driven  by  pain  and 
fear.  During  the  vital  formative  years 
many  children  get  insufficient  encourage- 
ment on  oral  disciplines  from  their 
parents.  Members  of  the  "apathetic" 
group  therefore  carry  out  tooth  brushing 
more  for  cosmetic  reasons  than  in  any 
belief  that  it  will  help  preserve  their 
teeth.  Until  recently  this  has  been  the 
dominant  UK  consumer  attitude  to  tooth- 
paste— which  has  severely  limited  market 
development. 

In  fact  toothpaste  consumption  in  the 
UK  has  been  one  of  the  lowest  in  the 
western  world.  On  average,  each  UK 
household  consumes  no  more  than  14 
standard  size  tubes  a  year  as  against  24 
in  West  Germany  and  36  in  the  USA. 
This  means  that  half  the  people  in  the 


UK  brush  their  teeth  only  once  a  day — 
or  considerably  less.  And  even  when  they 
do  brush,  the  brushing  is  often  only  per- 
functory. Adequate  thoroughness  in 
brushing  would  wear  out  the  average 
toothbrush  in  under  four  months.  Yet 
toothbrush  sales  in  the  UK  work  out  at 
less  than  one  per  head  per  year. 

These  neglectful  routines  and  apathetic 
attitudes  have  been  the  prevailing  be- 
haviour standard  of  so  many  in  this 
country  for  so  long  that  the  atrocious 
state  of  the  nation's  teeth  should  not  be 
any  surprise.  Twenty-two  millions  wear 
dentures:  one  in  six  is  toothless  by  the 
mid-thirties;  three-quarters  of  current 
eight-year-olds  are  suffering  active  dental 
decay;  20  per  cent  of  today's  five-year- 
olds  will  need  a  least  partial  dentures 
before  they  leave  their  "teens". 

Those  are  but  four  figures  picked  out 
of  a  long  list  of  horrifying  statistics — and 
they  take  no  account  of  the  secondary 
effects.  In  short — it  is  no  exaggeration  to 
conclude  that  we  are  in  the  grip  of  what 
amounts  to  being  an  uncontrolled  epi- 
demic. And  almost  all  this  oral  trouble 
could  easily  have  been  avoided. 

Shift  in  attitudes 

However,  certain  fundamental  changes  in 
both  attitude  and  behaviour  are  now 
occurring  among  a  substantial  and  fast- 
growing  number  of  consumers  which  give 
Beecham  Toiletries  confidence  in  the 
future  expansion  of  the  market.  Until  the 
late  sixties  the  "fatalistic  apathetics" 
dominated.  But  at  this  point  Beecham's 
attention  was  attracted  by  a  consumer 
trend  which  promised  to  disrupt  the 
behaviour  pattern  and  give  the  market  a 
new  impetus. 

Beecham  research  identified  a  new  con- 


The  toothpaste  market  rarely  goes  long 
without  some  change  of  emphasis,  pro- 
ducts, selling  platforms,  etc,  but  the 
moves  under  way  at  the  moment  are 
fundamental — as  the  article  above  makes 
clear.  The  momentum  stems  from  the 
first  acceptance  of  the  principle  of  pre- 
ventive dentistry  implied  by  fluoride 
toothpastes  and  the  demonstration  of 
their  clinical  effectiveness,  in  which  Col- 
gate's British  trial  published  in  1967  was 
a  major  factor.  Many  brands  formerly 
sold  with  a  "whiteness"  or  "fresh  breath" 
image  have  either  added  fluoride  to  their 
formulation  and  their  platform — or  have 
moved  totally  into  the  "therapeutic" 
sector.  Colgate  now  estimate  the  fluoride 
brands'  UK  market  share  at  58  per  cent 


sumer  group,  mainly  composed  of  younger 
people,  which  they  dubbed  the  "militant 
hopefuls".  "Hopeful"  because,  by  con- 
trast with  the  "apathetics",  they  had  a 
strong  faith  in  the  powers  of  preventive 
care.  "Militant"  because  they  were  react- 
ing positively  against  the  statistics  on  the 
state  of  the  nation's  teeth  by  taking  deter- 
mined action  1o  prevent  both  themselves 
and  their  families  from  sharing  the  general 
fate.  They  did  this  by  visiting  the  dentist 
regularly  for  check-up  and  by  much  more 
effective  toothbrushing.  This  put  their 
toothpaste  consumption  rate  at  almost 
three  times  the  national  average  (eg  39 
tubes  per  household  per  year  against  14). 

In  the  early  seventies  these  "militant 
hopeful"  heavy  users  of  toothpaste  repre- 
sented no  more  than  15  per  cent  of  all 
users,  but  by  1974  their  numbers  were 
approaching  30  per  cent  and  they  had 
become  responsible  for  half  of  all  the 
toothpaste  purchased  in  the  UK. 

Two  segments 

Beecham  Toiletries  investigated  the 
demand  of  the  group  in  depth  and  the 
findings  were  interesting.  Up  to  this  point 
consumer  demand  for  toothpaste  per- 
formance had  been  split  for  some  years 
into  two  segments  mainly  concerned  with 
cosmetic  or  social  results  (whiteness  and 
breath  freshness)  and  into  another  which 
at  least  paid  some  attention  to  protection 
against  decay  but  with  inadequate  fre- 
quency and  thoroughness  of  toothbrushing. 

But  the  study  revealed,  in  the  first  place, 
that  a  substantial  proportion  of  the  heavy 
user  needs  for  toothpaste  departed  sharply 
from  all  the  established  patterns  of 
demand.  In  "ideal"  terms  this  sector 
wanted  an  all-round  performance  brand 
(offering  better  cleansing  power,  breath 
freshening  and  protection  against  decay) 
in  a  modern  form  which  would  appeal  to 
the  whole  family.  Secondly  the  research 
showed  that  a  high  proportion  of  the 
group  was  critical  of  existing  brands  on 
the  market.  This  lack  of  established 
loyalty  naturally  interested  Beecham. 

These  findings  encouraged  Beecham  to 
create  an  entirely  different  kind  of  tooth- 
paste under  a  new  name  to  meet  the 
specific  needs  of  this  dynamic  and 
growing  new  consumer  group — and  so 
Aquafresh  was  born! 


and  predict  it  will  be  up  to  80  per  cent 
by  the  end  of  this  year. 

Brand  shares  are  open  to  different  inter- 
pretation, as  C&D  explained  recently 
(May  24,  p691)  and  the  market  positions 
that  follow  are  based  on  manufacturers' 
claims.  Colgate  Dental  Cream  has  been 
market  leader  for  many  years  and  has 
about  23  per  cent  at  present.  Other  major 
manufacturers  have  been  highly  active  in 
launches  and  relaunches  recently,  how- 
ever, and  are  eager  to  challenge  its 
position.  Macleans  new  formulations  hit 
the  market  only  last  month  with  anti- 
plaque  abrasive-polisher,  higher  foam  and 
fluoride  in  two  flavour  variants.  Beecham's 

Continued  on  p122 
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aim  is  to  move  the  brand  from  a  claimed 
second  to  first  position.  Aquafresh,  they 
say,  achieved  third  position  within  little 
more  than  six  months  of  the  national 
launch — with  70  per  cent  of  sales  coming 
from  repeat  purchase.  Introduction  of  the 
giant  size  is  expected  to  boost  the  share 
still  further. 

Elida  Gibbs  place  their  Signal  2  in 
second  market  position  and  again  it  was 
the  successful  completion  of  clinical  trials 
that  led  to  a  relaunch  in  June  with  a  new 
flavour  said  to  be  preferred  to  others  in 
the  "anti-decay"  sector.  The  first  four 
weeks'  sales,  they  say,  have  exceeded  the 
best  equivalent  period  in  1974 — a  year  in 
which  the  brand  had  already  achieved  an 
18  per  cent  volume  increase  against  a 
market  growth  of  3  per  cent. 

Move  to  'education' 

But  with  the  relaunch  of  SR,  Elida 
Gibbs  have  really  taken  the  preventive 
dentistry  "bull"  by  the  horns,  since 
success  must  depend  on  their  ability  to 
put  the  "plaque"  message  across  to  the 
consumer.  It  is  a  real  answer  to  the 
toothpaste  critics  who  have  decried  the 
lack  of  education  in  the  industry's  adver- 
tising— and  the  company  has  already  had 
hundreds  of  letters  of  commendation  from 
dentists.  The  timing  also  appears  right  to 
take  advantage  of  a  growing  interest  in 
the  poor  condition  of  British  teeth,  an 
interest  being  urged  on  through  the  media 
by  organisations  such  as  the  British 
Dental  Health  Foundation.  Perhaps  the 
message  is  getting  across,  because  new  SR 
is  reported  to  have  shown  a  rise  of  50  per 
cent  in  consumer  offtake  in  the  month 
immediately  following  the  launch,  taking 
it  to  second  position  in  that  period. 

Another  Elida  Gibbs  brand,  Close-up, 
is  claimed  to  have  "settled  down"  to  a 
market  share  of  about  11  per  cent,  but 
heavy  exposure  of  a  new  "Close-up  zone" 
commercial  is  planned  for  the  second  half 
of  the  year. 

The  test  market  of  Colgate's  "tooth- 
paste children  really  enjoy  brushing  with", 
Cherish,  put  it  in  second  place  in  Tyne- 
Tees  within  six  months,  it  is  claimed.  The 
brand  is  now  moving  into  Yorkshire, 
Lancashire,  Scotland  and  Northern  Ireland 
accompanied  by  heavy  advertising  sup- 
port, half-price  tubes  and  an  extra  5  per 
cent  on  the  trade  margin.  Although  a 
fluoride  brand  aimed  at  the  children's 
market,  Cherish  is  apparently  being  used 
by  the  whole  family — and  children  are 
brushing  longer,  say  Colgate. 

Taken  together,  the  above  moves  by  the 
leading  manufacturers  to  sell  their  top 
brands  on  the  basis  of  their  contribution 
to  the  prevention  of  dental  decay — a 
therapeutic  rather  than  a  cosmetic  appeal 
— should  offer  the  pharmacist  renewed 
opportunities  in  this  market.  The  chemist 
is  likely  to  remain  the  principle  stockist 
of  the  "aids"  the  consumer  is  now  learn- 
ing about  and  it  should  not  be  too  diffi- 
cult for  him  to  move  onto  the  offensive 
in  selling  toothpaste  to  an  "enlightened" 
general  public. 


The  vital  toothbrush— but 
who  will  be  selling  it? 

by  Gerald  Rickard,  BSc,  Promotions  manager,  Knox  Laboratories 


The  latest  statistics  dealing  with  the  con- 
dition of  teeth  in  Britain,  disclosed  in  the 
recently  published  "Health  Services  In 
Scotland"  report  for  1974,  help  to  illus- 
trate a  dismal  situation.  According  to  the 
report,  Scotland  is  the  most  toothless 
nation  in  the  world,  with  44  per  cent  of 
adults  over  16  possessing  no  natural  teeth. 
In  England  and  Wales  the  figure  is  only  a 
little  better  at  around  33  per  cent. 

Good  oral  hygiene  traditionally  gets 
little  real  priority  in  Britain,  even  amongst 
women  and  in  spite  of  the  obvious  cos- 
metic appeal  of  healthy  teeth.  This  latest 
report  shows,  in  fact,  that  women  consti- 
tute the  majority  of  the  toothless — a 
surprising  revelation  when  considered  in 
the  light  of  the  total  money  spent  on 
cosmetics  and  beauty  aids  in  general. 

Toothbrush  sales  in  Britain,  for  example, 
are  running  at  less  than  one  brush  per 
person  per  year.  Although  the  toothbrush 
is,  on  dental  health  grounds,  the  most 
important  purchase  in  the  dental  market, 
only  about  £4m  of  the  £25m  spent  on 
dental  and  denture  products  goes  on 
brushes. 

Children  no  better 

The  oral  condition  of  children  seems 
little  better  than  that  of  their  parents.  The 
most  recent  Government  report  dealing 
with  children's  dental  health  in  England 
and  Wales  says  that  from  the  age  of  7 
onwards,  75  per  cent  of  children  are 
involved  in  gum  trouble  of  one  kind  or 
another  and  that  nine  out  of  ten  6-15 
year  olds  would  benefit  from  dental 
treatment  or  oral  hygiene  instruction. 

The  dental  profession,  however,  is 
making  considerable  efforts  to  educate  the 
public  and  the  move  towards  preventive 
dentistry  is  rapidly  gaining  strength. 

Two  main  factors — diet  and  oral 
hygiene — dictate  the  length  of  time  we  are 
likely  to  retain  a  healthy  set  of  natural 
teeth  and  both  factors  can  be  managed 
successfully.  Correct  diet  decreases  the 
amounts  of  sugar  and  carbohydrate 
present  in  the  mouth,  but  clearly  altera- 
tion of  diet  is  difficult  to  achieve  and 
therefore  the  logical  way  to  tackle  the 
problem  is  to  promote  correct  cleaning 
techniques. 

To  simply  scrub  the  teeth  with  a  fresh, 
minty  toothpaste  is  not  the  answer. 
Plaque  must  be  thoroughly  removed  at 
regular  intervals  if  the  teeth  and  gums 
are  to  remain  healthy,  and  here  the  answer 
lies  in  good  physical  cleaning — with  the 
choice  of  tooth/gum  brush  of  prime  im- 
portance. The  correct  texture  for  the 
optimum  removal  of  plaque  is  gentle 
rather  than  stiff  and  the  filaments  should 
be  of  correct  size  to  tackle  plaque  effec- 
tively below  the  tooth-gum  margin.  Den- 
tists   throughout    the    world    are  now 


recommending  brushes  with  small  heads 
and  gentle  yet  resilient  nylon  filaments.  It 
is  equally  important  that  brushing  does 
not  abrade  tooth  enamel  or  damage  the 
gum  tissue.  Fine  flexible  filaments  provide 
the  fdeal  design. 

Correct  brushing  technique  is  vital  and 
the  methods  found  most  effective  involve 
brushing  both  teeth  and  gums  with  either 
a  rolling  motion  or  a  vibratory  movement 
with  the  brush  filaments  in  contact  with 
the  tooth-gum  margin. 

The  new  realisation  that  "toothbrush- 
ing"  rather  than  "toothpasting"  is  funda- 
mental to  dental  health  should  benefit  the 
chemist,  of  course — but  will  it?  The  latest 
figures  for  toothbrush  sales  show  a  com- 
plete reversal  of  the  outlet  picture  away 
from  chemists  and  into  supermarkets  and 
grocers.  In  1970,  independent  chemists 
had  some  45  per  cent  of  the  market 
against  the  grocers'  12-17  per  cent.  By 
1974  the  chemists  had  only  17  per  cent 
and  the  grocer  was  up  to  40  per  cent, 
with  Boots  continuing  to  hold  their  share 
of  about  a  quarter  of  the  market. 

The  chemist  has  an  opportunity  to  re- 
gain lost  ground  because  many  of  the 
brands  being  recommended  professionally, 
such  as  Oral  B,  are  supplied  only  through 
pharmacies.  But  he  must  establish  his 
position  as  the  primary  source  of  these 
products  now  to  take  advantage  of  the 
rapid  growth  market  being  created  by  the 
ever-increasing  momentum  of  the  preven- 
tive dentistry  movement. 

Preventive  dentistry 
on  slides 

The  Mars  Health  Education  Fund  are 
offering  on  free  loan  sets  of  52  colour 
slides  on  preventive  dentistry.  Already 
being  used  by  dentists,  dental  hygienists, 
health  visitors  and  parent-teacher  groups, 
the  slides  and  accompanying  teaching 
notes  were  prepared  by  Mr  Marshall 
Midda  of  Bristol  University  Dental  Hos- 
pital. They  are  suitable  for  showing  to 
both  child  and  adult  audiences  and  drive 
home  their  message  by  a  mixture  of  vivid 
photographs  and  cartoon  enlargements 
showing  the  teeth  and  gums  in  conditions 
varying  from  a  healthy  mouth  to  the 
ravages  caused  by  neglect  of  the  teeth 
and  gums.  Aspects  covered  include  the 
cause  cf  dental  disease,  oral  hygiene, 
brushing  at  the  gumline,  disclosing,  floss- 
ing, and  other  preventive  measures 
including  fluoride  and  fissure  sealants. 

The  slides  are  available  on  free  loan  to 
all  concerned  with  dental  health  education 
and  can  be  obtained  from  the  Mars  Health 
Education  Fund,  43  Albermarle  Street, 
London  W1X  3FE. 
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This  is  one  offer  you  won't  be  able 
to  repeat  for  your  customers 


PHILIPS 


Simply  years  ahead. 


Thirty  two  teeth.  That's  all  nature  offers  you 
and  your  customers. 
After  that  you  start  using  man-made  ones. 
So  isn't  it  better  to  start  using  a  Philips 
Automatic  Toothbrush  first? 

It  protects  your  teeth  the  way  no  ordinary 
toothbrush  can. 
By  brushing  them  2,300  times  a  minute. 
Not  across.  Not  around.  But  up  and  down. 
2,300  times  a  minute. 
So  the  smallest  piece  of  trapped  decaying 
food  can  be  caught  and  brushed  away. 

At  the  same  time,  the  Philips  Automatic 
Toothbrush  massages  your  gums. 
2,300  times  a  minute. 
It  comes  complete  with  a  set  of  individual 
brushes.  Enough  for  the  whole  family. 
So  you  know  it's  looking  after  your  teeth. 
And  everyone  else's. 
Profit  from  this  unrepeatable  offer! 

(Suggested  selling  prices  inc.  VAT.) 
Rechargeable  model £17.93.  Battery  model £9.25. 
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1975  Summi 


1st  Prize  Window:  L.  Todd  Ltd.,  Cleveleys. 


1st  Prizes; 


Holiday  for  two  for  two  weeks  in  Jamaica 
( with  return  flight  by  Air  Jamaica) 
including  a  week  cruising  on  a  Norwegian 
Caribbean  Luxury  Liner 


Window 
L.Todd  Ltd., 
2  Anchorsholme 
Lane  East,  Cleveleys, 
Blackpool,  Lanes. 


Slogan 

Leo  Lowry  P.H.C., 
2  Rostrevor  Road, 
Hilltown,  Newry, 
Co.  Down,  N.  Ireland. 


2nd  Prizes: 

Colour  Television  Sets  by  Sharp 

Window 

Slogan 

C.  Greig, 

C.J.Clarke 

Ian  Mackenzie  (Chemist), 

(Chemists)  Ltd., 

2  Abbotwell  Crescent, 

86  Galgate, 

Aberdeen  AB1  5AR. 

Barnard  Castle, 

Durham. 

M.  G.  Meadows, 

Higgins  &  Son 

C.M.&S.A.  Patel, 

(Chemists)  Ltd., 

71  Whitchurch  Road, 

47  Market  Place, 

Cardiff  CF4  3UP. 

Salisbury,  Wilts. 

One  of  the  2nd  Prize  Windows:  Ian  Mackenzie,  Aberdeen. 


The  five  judges  met  at  100  Brompton  Road. 
London  SW3,  on  Friday,  14th  July  1975.  Five 
factors  were  taken  into  account  during  the 
judging  and  points  were  then  added  together  to 
give  the  final  result. 

Competition  1 

The  five  sections  were:- 

1  Display  of  the  poster  provided  by  Shulton. 

2  Presentation  and  style  of  the  window  display. 

3  Detail  and  originality  of  the  window. 

4  How  the  Old  Spice  products  were  displayed. 

5  Selling  effectiveness  of  the  window. 

Because  of  the  continued  interest  shown  by 
stockists  in  this  promotion,  the  entry  rate 
remains  very  high  and  the  standard  of  window 
dressing  improves  yearly. 

Competition  2 

This  was  judged  on  the  following  factors:- 

1  Originality. 

2  Suitability  to  the  Old  Spice  image. 

3  Conciseness. 

This  was  a  new  addition  to  the  Summer 
Competition  and  added  considerably  to  the 
interest.  Those  Chemists  with  smaller  windows 
are  now  able  to  compete  more  favourably  with 
those  shops  with  larger  staffs  and  display  windows. 


1st  Pr: 

"S.O.S.-S] 

Leo  Lowry  P. 

2ndPr 

"Keep  The  I 
Use  Old 

C.J.  Clarke  I 

"For  The  Man  C 
C.M.&; 


Bonus I 


Alan  Nat 
2  Roseberry 
B. 


3rd  Priz 

Kasuga  Por 
Window 


Mrs.E.C.Edgell, 
J.Paul(Chemist)Ltd., 
36  Goswell  Road, 
London  E.C.I. 
W.A.ShephardLtd., 
4  Greyhound  Road, 
London  W.6. 


A.  Patel. 
F.  Wainwright  &  Son  Ltd. 
88  Market  Street, 
Eastleigh,  Hants. 
F.  W.  Lewis,  MPS, 
402  Lymington  Road, 
Highcliffe. 
Christchurch  BH23  5HE 


Mrs.  B.  M.  Gover, 
Moor  Park  Pharmacy, 
14  Main  Avenue, 
Moor  Park,  Northwood,  I 
Clarke  &  Clarke  Chemist 
125  St.  John's  Hill, 
Battersea,  London  S.W.I 


G.Shelley  Ltd., 
262  Chepstow  Road, 
Newport,  GwentNPT  8r 
Diane  Kinsey, 
36  Windsor  Road, 
Penarth,  Glamorgan. 


Anthony  C.  Whitehead, 
Tile  hill  Pharmacy  (1964 
343  Tile  Hill  Lane, 
Coventry,  Warks. 
G.  F.  Paisley, 
John  Chaytor  (Chemist) 
6  Hall  Green  Road, 
Coventry,  Warks. 


N.  D.  P.  Alexander,  BSc, 
The  Pharmacy, 
51  Stuart  Road,  Crosby, 
Liverpool  23. 
Mrs.  Newman, 
Discount  for  Beauty, 
106  Fisher  Gate  Walk,  Pr 
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Competition  Winners 


Slogan 

)n  Seafresh" 

wry,  Co.  Down. 

Slogans 

)f  Sea  Spray  - 
/ery  Day!" 

astle,  Durham. 

Irest  Of  A  Wave!" 

.Cardiff. 


Winner 


nacies  Ltd., 
v  Thundesley, 
sex. 


ssette  Recorders 

Slogan 

1 

rimmis  &  Richards  Ltd., 

132  Kings  Road. 

Chelsea.  London. 

Mrs.E.C.Edgell, 

J.  Paul  (Chemist)  Ltd., 

36  Goswell  Road, 

London  E.C.I. 


Peter  Gibson  (Chemist), 
L23  Rowlands  Road, 
Worthing. 

N.  V.  Humphrey,  MPS, 
402  London  Road, 
Portsmouth, 
Hants. 


Mrs.S.J.Manek.MPS, 

c/o  F.  H.  Chemist, 

16  High  Street, 

London  S.W.15. 

A,  C.  Curd. 

55  South  Street, 

Isleworth. 

4 

W.  Davies, 
361  Malpas  Road, 
Newport,  Gwent. 
I.  G.  Pratt,  MPS, 
139  Bath  Road, 
Cheltenham. 


John  Frost  Ltd., 
Ul/115The  Parade, 
Sutton  Coldfield. 
B721PT. 

P.J.E.  Lindsav  Pharmacy. 
S8bHigh  Street, 
Studley, 
ft'arks." 


Mrs.  B.Richardson, 
Roughwood  Chemists  Ltd., 
55  Westgate,  Skelmersdale. 
Mr.  Duggan, 
RH.HothersallLtd., 
322-24  Union  Road, 
Oswaldtwistle. 


Window 


A.  H.Watson,  MPS, 
129  Drumlanrig  Street. 
Thornhill,  Dumfrieshire. 
John  Wilson,  MPS, 
Dispensing  Chemist, 
39  High  Street,  Dalbeattie. 


A.  Templeton  Ltd.  Chemists, 
The  Medical  Hall, 
Carvagh,  Co.  Down, 
N.  Ireland. 
V.E.Reahey.MPS, 
12  Lisburn  Street,  Hillsborough 
Co.  Down,  N.  Ireland. 


Slogan 
AREA  7 

S.  D.  Wilson  Chemist, 

295  Two  Ball  Lonnen, 

Fenham,  Newcastle-upon-Tyne  4. 

B.  Crowder, 

713  West  Road, 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne  NE15  7QQ. 

AREA  8 

Derek  Grey, 

Robt.  Scott  Pharmacy  Ltd., 
62  Stranmillis  Road, 
Belfast  BT9  5 AD. 
J.. J.  Kelly  Chemist, 
32Monagh  Road, 
Turf  Lodge  Estate,  Belfast  12. 


Window 


AREA  9 


B.Webb, 

John  D.  Jenkins  Chemist, 
36  Hever  Road,  West  Kingsdown, 
Sevenoaks,  Kent. 
Howells  &  Harrison 
(Sothend)  Ltd.  Chemist, 


1  Erith  Town  Square.  Erith,  Kent.       Deal,  Kent. 


The  Blake  Pharmacy, 
91  Blachington  Road, 
Hove. 

Sharp  &  Waterhouse  Ltd., 
Mr.  C.  James, 
4  Victoria  Road, 


AREA  10 


Broomwood  Pharmacy  Ltd., 
63  Briarfield  Road, 
Timperley,  Altrincham, 
Cheshire  WA15  7DD. 
Alun  G.  Cunnah,  MPS, 
Wepre  Pharmacy, 
Connah's  Quay,  Deeside, 
Clwyd,  N.Wales. 


Mr.  K.  Moore, 
c/o  Turners  Chemists, 
164  Congleton  Road, 
Butt  Lane, 

Stoke-on-Trent  ST7 1LT. 
N.G.Stott  Chemist. 
36  Hightown, 
Middlewich. 


AREA  11 


N.  J.  Hayward  Chemists  Ltd., 
24  Reading  Road, 
Henley-on-Thames. 
P.  &  R.Hall,  MPS, 
1  St.  Andrew's  Lane, 
Kimbolton, 
Huntingdon. 


R.Donald,  MPS, 

Chemist,  57  Duke  Street, 

Glasgow  G311PY. 

J  Robertson 

(Scotia  Chemists  Ltd.), 

145  Spey  Road, 

Bearsden,  Glasgow. 


D.  P.  Prosser  Chemists  Ltd., 
8/10  Market  Street,  Padstow, 
Cornwall  PL28  8AL. 
G.H.Bevan, 
Parkers  Pharmacy, 
11  Palace  Avenue, 
Paignton,  Devon. 


Mr.  A.  H.Kidman,  MPS, 
Cresswell  Chemists, 
143  Castle  Road, 
Bedford  MK40  3RS. 
M.  Maung,  MPS. 
Desborough  Co-Op  Pharmacy, 
31  Station  Road,  Desborough, 
Kettering,  Northants  NN14  2RL. 

AREA  12 

Marie  Jenkins,  MPS, 

Scotia  Chemists  (Jamieson  Ltd.), 

18  Grantlea  Terrace. 

Mountvernon,  Glasgow. 

W.N.  Dollar  Ltd., 

2  York  Square, 

Grangemouth  FK3  8BB, 

Stirlingshire. 

AREA  13 

C.  Clements  (Xanadu), 
22  South  Street, 
Torrington,  Devon, 
Holman,  Ham  &  Co.  Ltd., 
Dispensing  Chemist, 
9TheQuay,Bideford, 
Devon. 


AREA  14 


S.C.M.Jiwani,  MPS, 
Riddlesdown  Pharmacy, 
104  Lower  Barn  Road, 
Purley,  Surrey  CR2  1HR 
Frith  Bros, 
39a  George  Street, 
Richmond,  Surrey. 


M.Ross,  MPS, 
261  Frimley  Green, 
Camberley. 
P.  F.  Deadmon, 
Kingswood  (Chemists)  Ltd., 
105  High  Street, 
Thornton  Heath,  Surrey 


AREA  15 


Mrs.  June  Bedford, 

Lloyds,  12  Earlham  House  Shops, 

Earlham  Road, 

Norwich  NR2  3PD. 

R.  W.  Wardman  &  Son, 

37  Market  Hill, 

Sudbury,  Suffolk. 


Mr.  R.  A.  Youngman,  MPS, 

Hum  Chemist, 

143  LInthank  Road,  Norwich. 

D.R.Baalham. 

Stoke  Pharmacy,  15  The  Centre, 
Stoke  Park  Drive, 
Ipswich  IP2  9EG. 


M.  A.  Basheer,  MPS, 
Brunton  Chemists  Ltd., 
25  Laura  Street,  Sunderland. 
Mr.  Arthur  Black, 
Chester-Le-Street  Co-Op 
Pharmacy,  25/27  Front  Street, 
Chester-Le-Street,  Durham. 


AREA  16 

J.G 


Jeavons,  MPS, 
10  High  Street,  Norton, 
StoCkton-On-Tees,  Cleveland. 
R.K.Blackman.MPS, 
1  Market  Street,  Flookburgh, 
Grange-Over-Sands, 
Cumbria  LA11  7JU. 


Slogan 
AREA  17 


A.  C.  Stills,  MPS, 

4  Cumberland  Way, 

Ravenscraig  Neighbourhood, 

Centre,  Greenock, 

Renfrewshire. 

John  Young,  MPS, 

R.  Gordon  Drummond  Ltd., 

136  Bank  Street,  Coatbridge. 


Parkinson  of  Paisley  Ltd., 
61  Neilston  Road,  Paisley. 
A.  C.  Stills,  MPS, 
4  Cumberland  Way, 
Ravenscraig  Neighbourhood 
Centre,  Greenock, 
Renfrewshire. 


AREA  18 


Charles  Green,  MPS, 
1  Seafield  Street,  Portsoy. 
John  Thomson  Chemist, 
65  High  Street,  Leven. 


Kelty  Co-Op  Chemists, 
8  Oaitfield  Street,  Kelty,  Fife. 
Ian  Noble  Chemist, 
99  High  Street,  Forres, 
Moray,  Scotland- 


AREA  19 


M.  Simmons  Chemists. 

Ill  Cockfosters  Parade. 

Cockfosters  Road, 

Cockfosters,  Herts. 

B.I.  Stroh  Ltd., 

Chemist,  675  Holloway  Road, 

London  N. 19. 


Hartley  Towler  Ltd.. 
261  Fore  Street, 
Edmonton.  London  N.18. 
Charles  Sampson  (Chemists)  Ltd., 
839  High  Road,  Finchley, 
London  N.12. 


W.  W.  Price  Ltd., 
24  Comberton  Hill. 
Kidderminster. 
Mr.  J.R.Walton, 
A.  H.  Smith,  55  Oxford  Street, 
Kidderminster. 


AREA  20 

M.H.Gill  Ltd.,  Chemist, 
302  New  Road, 
Ruberv,  Worcs. 
W.  T  Ridgeway,  MPS, 
78  Pool  Way, 

Sheldon,  Birmingham  33. 


Collins  &  Butterworth  Ltd., 
14  Ashton  Road,  Denton, 
Manchester  M34  3EX. 
R.&  J.  A.Brown, 
747  Knutsford  Road.  Latchford 
Warrington,  Cheshire. 


AREA  21 

Mrs.  A.  Shrehane, 
Edwards  (Moorcroft)  Ltd., 
164  Moorcroft  Road, 
Wythenshawe,  Manchester  23. 
J.S.  Gatley  Ltd., 
312  Liverpool  Road, 
Patricroft,  Nr.  Manchester. 


AREA  22 

Leeds  Industrial  Co-Op  Pharmacy 
Dept., 

10  Albion  Street,  Leeds  1. 
S.  A.  Sheard,  Chemist, 
68  Queen  Street, 
Morely,  Nr.  Leeds. 


Mrs.  Jean  McCarthy, 
J.  E.  andN.  A.  Richardson, 
T/AN.Chadwick, 
3  St.  lames  Street,  Bacup. 
G.E.  Booth  &  Son  Ltd., 
19  The  Springs,  Wakefield. 
W.  Yorkshire. 


AREA  23 


A.  G.  Mack  &  Co., 

165  High  Street,  Penge  S.E.20. 

R.  J.  Harrison, 

21  Frances  Street, 

Woolwich  SE18  5EF. 


Peter  Nathanial,  MPS, 

RACS  Chemists,  202  Rye  Lane, 

PeckhamS.E.15. 

Mrs.H.M.Pritchard, 

J.  R.  Pritchard  (Chemists)  Ltd.. 

62  Brockley  Rise, 

London  SE23  1LN. 


S.  Hirst, 

la  Church  Street,  Swinton, 
Mexborough,  Yorks. 
Mr.  M.  Booth  (Display  Supvsr.), 
Mansfield  &  Worksop  Co-Op, 
Queen  Street.  Mansfield,  Notts 


AREA  24 

E.R.Rowland, 
87  Westgate,  Mansfield, 
Notts. 

J.  H.  Pollard, 
113  Sneinton  Road. 
Nottingham. 


Mr.  F.J.  Fear  (Mgr), 
Mills  Chemist, 
Mansbrook  House, 
Midsomer  Norton,  Avon  BA3  2HW 
Frank  Sutcliffe  Chemists, 
685  Dorchester  Road, 
Broadway,  Weymouth, 
Dorset. 


AREA  25 

T.  H.  Suttle, 
St.  Marys  Pharmacy, 
Gillingham,  Dorset. 
Mrs.  D.  Wildman, 
'The  Drug  Stores', 
Larkhill,  Salisbury,  Wilts. 


Veaseys, 

Roydon  Drug  Store. 
Roydon,  Harlow,  Essex. 
Miss  J.  Groves, 
Hays  Drug  Company, 
574  Rainham  Road  South, 
Dagenham,  Essex. 


AREA  26 

John  A.Seamer,  MPS, 
4  Cressing  Road, 
Braintree,  Essex. 
John  Cave, 
6  Slacksbury  Hatch, 
Harlow,  Essex. 
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rescribed  by  thousands 
of  dentists- 

for  millions  of  patients 


Butler 


® 

PREVENTIVE  AIDS  FOR  HEALTHIER  TEETH 

one  of  the  largest  selling  ranges  of  preventive 
dentistry  aids  in  the  USA-now  available  to  you 


den-tal-ez(GB)ltd 


Illustrated  left  are  a  few  of  the  items 
from  the  Butler  range  - 
Disclosing  agents,  liquid  or  tablet  form  - 
Dental  floss  waxed  or  unwaxed  in  handy 
pocket  size  reel  or  bathroom  dispenser  - 
Floss  threaders  to  make  application  of 
floss  easier  for  bridge  wearers  - 
Toothbrushes  shown  are  three  of  the 
seven  brushes  available  - 
Interdental  brushes  -  Proxa  brushes  - 
Lighted  mouth  mirror  to  allow  easy 
viewing  to  all  parts  of  the  mouth- 
the  range  is  enormous  

SEND  NOW  FOR 
FREE  SAMPLES  -  DETAILS 
AND  SPECIAL  TERMS 
FOR  CHEMISTS 
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i 
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i 

V 

v 
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Please  send  me 
free  samples  -  detai  Is 
and  special  terms  for  chemists 
of  your  Butler  range 

NAME  

ADDRESS 


PHONE 


Sole  distributors  of  Butler  products  in  the  UK.  _ 

INTERNATIONAL  HOUSE,  85  GREAT  NORTH  ROAD,  HATFIELD,  HERTS  AL9  5EQ.  tel:  Hatfield  62175 
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Teeth  could  last  a  lifetime 
if  only . . . 

by  Pamela  Clarke,  consumables  manager,  Den-tal-ez  (GB)  Ltd 


....  If  only  the  public  would  take  a  few 
simple  precautions,  the  chemist  would  use 
point  of  sale  material  to  remind  cus- 
tomers and  stock  the  necessary  preven- 
tives, the  dentist  or  hygienist  would  spend 
time  explaining  how  the  patient  can  help 
himself. 

When  introducing  a  patient  to  oral 
hygiene  and  preventive  dentistry,  it  is 
sometimes  difficult  to  persuade  them  to 
use  all  the  materials  necessary  for  com- 
plete dental  care.  It  is  important  that  they 
understand  what  plaque  is — and  why  it  is 
necessary  to  "disclose"  it  before  brushing. 
Plaque  cannot  be  easily  seen  with  the 
naked  eye,  so  disclosing  agents  are  used, 
either  in  liquid  or  tablet  form.  They 
contain  a  non-toxic  vegetable  dye  which 
will  stain  the  plaque  and  should  be  used 
daily  until  a  correct  brushing  technique 
evolves  and  all  plaque  is  removed.  Plaque 
will  show  as  a  bright  red  stain  covering 
tooth  and  gum  tissue,  and  of  course,  if  the 
dye  is  brushed  away  so  is  the  plaque.  For 
children  it  is  best  to  recommend  tablets 
in  preference  to  the  liquid  as  they  are 
a  little  easier  to  handle. 

Flossing  should  be  carried  out  with  a 
floss  that  has  a  fine  silky  spread 
(unwaxed)  since  this  will  "cut"  through 
the  plaque  more  easily.  However,  some 
dental  surgeons  prefer  and  recommend 
their  patients  to  use  a  waxed  floss.  Floss 
should  be  drawn  gently  between  the  teeth 
and  eased  under  the  gum  margin  using 
a  gentle  cutting  motion.  Every  tooth 
should  be  flossed,  even  the  very  back 
molar  teeth  (there  is  a  handy  little  aid 


to  assist  with  this).  The  red  stain  and 
plaque  between  teeth  will  appear  on  the 
floss — a  fresh  piece  of  which  should  be 
used  for  each  tooth.  This  exercise  should 
be  performed  in  front  of  a  mirror  so  that 
all  areas  of  the  mouth  can  be  checked 
after  flossing  and  brushing — a  mouth 
mirror  is  just  the  thing  for  this,  better  still 
one  with  torch  light  incorporated  in  the 
head  which  allows  the  user  to  view  every 
surface  of  every  tooth  with  ease. 

There  are  many  brushes  on  the  market 
today  and  it  is  sometimes  difficult  for  the 
pharmacist  to  know  which  to  recommend. 
In  preventive  dentistry  a  multi-tufted  soft 
nylon  brush  should  be  used — nylon  fila- 
ments can  be  manufactured  to  taper  to  a 
fine  degree  at  the  apex,  so  that  the  fila- 
ments may  pass  right  under  the  gum 
margin  where  plaque  collects.  Such  fila- 
ments will  not  harm  delicate  tissue.  I 
would  recommend  that  two  brushes  be 
used  on  alternate  days — and  brushes 
replaced  every  eight  to  ten  weeks  or  so. 

Apart  from  the  items  mentioned  above, 
there  is  a  large  selection  of  specialised 
aids  available,  such  as  the  Proxa  brush, 
end-tufted  brush,  sulcular  brush,  gum 
stimulators,  to  mention  only  a  few.  These 
aids  are  usually  recommended  to  the 
patient  by  the  dental  surgeon  or  dental 
hygienist  and  the  patient  is  taught  proper 
manipulation  of  these  items. 

The  John  O.  Butler  Co  range  products, 
sold  through  Den-tal-ez  (GB)  Ltd,  covers 
all  the  above  requirements  of  preventive 
dentistry — everything  from  a  toothbrush 
to  a  complete  dental  health  centre  in  fact. 


A  new  plaque  inhibitor 

by  J.  L.  Honigman,  BPharm,  MPS,  medical  department,  ICI  Ltd 


Corsodyl  dental  gel  contains  1  per  cent 
Hibitane  chlorhexidine  gluconate  and  has 
been  formulated  to  provide  an  adequate 
application  of  chlorhexidine  to  the  tooth 
surface.  The  combination  of  two  proper- 
ties possessed  by  this  compound  make  it 
unique  for  the  prophylaxis  and,  in  some 
cases,  treatment  of  periodontal  disease. 

One  ingredient  which  is  absolutely 
essential  for  the  production  of  dental 
plaque,  in  itself  a  pre-requisite  for  the 
production  of  caries  and  gingivitis,  is  the 
presence  of  bacteria.  While  other  anti- 
microbial agents  might  have  a  suitable 
antibacterial  spectrum,  none  other  com- 
bines this  with  a  substantivity  to  the 
enamel  surface  which  enables  it  to  resist 
dislodgement  by  salivary  flow  and  the 
mechanical  trauma  of  mastication. 

Corsodyl  dental  gel,  used  regularly,  will 
prevent  the  production  of  plaque  and.  so 
the   dental   diseases   referred   to  above. 


Where  plaque  has  degenerated  to  the 
stage  of  mineralisation  with  consequent 
production  of  calculus,  particularly  where 
the  subgingival  area  has  been  penetrated, 
it  is  essential  for  this  to  be  removed 
mechanically  by  a  dental  surgeon  prior  to 
instituting  Corsodyl.  In  such  cases,  the 
more  matters  have  been  allowed  to  deter- 
iorate, the  greater  the  likelihood  of  the 
gums  being  left  in  a  tender  condition. 
When  this  state  of  affairs  exists,  it  is 
unlikely  that  the  patient  will  feel  able  to 
brush  as  thoroughly  as  is  necessary  to 
prevent  the  formation  of  plaque  over  the 
whole  tooth  surface  particularly,  of  course, 
in  the  gingival  area.  There  is  thus  every 
possibility  of  the  condition  recurring 
repeatedly. 

In  these  cases  the  use  of  Corsodyl  for 
toothbrushing  is  ideal.  Even  if  the  brush- 

Continued  on  p128 


Pacemaker 
displaque 


these  are  words  of  every  day 
usage  in  the  modern  preven- 
tive dentistry  practice. 
For  supplies  of  all  top  quality 
preventive  products: — 


Unwaxed  Floss 

□ 

Floss  Holders 

□ 

Toothbrushes 

□ 

Optical  Aids 

□ 

Disclosing  agents 

□ 

Fluorides 

□ 

Write,  phone  or  complete  the 
coupon 

Name   

Address   


Dentomax  Ltd, 
Bradford  BD5  9BJ 
Tel  0274  390-72 
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Light-hearted 
comments  on 
toothbrushing 

by  Gibbs  toothbrush  marketing  manager 

It  seems  to  be  a  fundamental  charac- 
teristic of  human  nature  that  views  on  a 
subject  are  embraced  with  a  passion  in 
inverse  proportion  to  the  volume  of 
empirical  evidence  to  support  those  views. 

Unfortunately  toothbrushing  is  a  sub- 
ject about  which  very  little  empirical 
evidence  is  freely  available.  Even  some 
of  the  research  which  has  been  published 
is  open  to  misinterpretation.  A  recent  sur- 
vey concluded  that  more  frequent  brushing 
did  not  on  average  reduce  dental  caries. 
However,  because  of  the  experimental 
design  of  the  survey,  it  is  the  author's 
opinion  that  the  results  could  equally  well 
be  explained  by  the  fact  that  frequent 
brushers  do  so  because  they  know  of 
their  natural  tendency  to  rampant  tooth 
decay,  and  infrequent  brushers  do  not 
bother  because  they  know  they  have 
decay-resistant  teeth  and  perhaps  diets 
less  inclined  to  induce  decay! 

With  this  background  it  is  easy  to 
understand  how  conflicting  methods  of 
toothbrushing  are  advocated  by  different 
people,  and  perhaps  we  should  be  thank- 
ful that  there  are  only  so  many  ways  of 
manipulating  a  toothbrush,  otherwise 
there  might  be  as  many  methods  as  there 
are  people  concerned  with  dental  care! 

A  dentist  acquaintance  of  mine 
recently  attended  a  symposium  on  tooth- 
brushing and,  stimulated  by  the  learned 
discussions  of  the  cognoscenti  of  the 
subject,  returned  with  the  following  report 
about  recent  fashions  in  toothbrushing: 
We  recently  attended  an  all  day  workshop 
on  methods  of  toothbrushing  at  the  Hilton 
— sorry,  the  superbly  appointed  Dental 
Institute  of  the  State  University — in 
Utrecht.  The  debates  were  lengthy,  earnest 
and  predictably  inconclusive,  and  illus- 
trated yet  again  the  profound  wisdom  of 
that  stanza  from  Omar  Khyam. 

Myself  when  young  did  eagerly 
frequent 

Doctor  and  saint,  and  heard  great 

argument 
About  it  and  about,  but  evermore 
Came  out  by  the  same  door  as  in 

I  went. 


1  Smith  and  Bell  (Physiological  method!  This  is  meant  to  replicate  with  the  brush 
the  normal  direction  of  food  movement  caused  by  mastication.)  2  Stillman  (Opposite 
direction  to  former.)  3  Bass  (Horizontal  vibratory  strokes.)  4  Fones  (Circular  motion 
of  brush  over  tooth  surface — very  useful  if  you  have  defective  neuromuscular 
co-ordination! ) 


As  we  grow  older  we  frequent  these 
arguments  with  diminishing  eagerness,  as 
they  seem  really  to  achieve  so  awfully 
little.  Had  all  the  numerous  participants 
on  the  other  hand  spent  the  day  applying 
topical  fluorides  some  modest  contribution 
to  preventive  dentistry  might  have  been 
made.  As  it  was  there  were  the  intermin- 
able discussions  in  which  there  was 
always  one  maniacal  figure  who  had 
invented  a  new  toothbrush  of  revolu- 
tionary (but  totally  unmarketable)  design, 
one  who  thought  all  toothbrushing  was  a 
waste  of  time,  and  one  who  advocated 
brushing  for  five  minutes  after  every  meal 
with  attendant  disclosing  tablets,  egg- 
timers,  wood  points,  plaque  lights  and  all 
stations  east. 

It  was  finally  resolved  that  Brushing 
was  a  Good  Thing  (loud  and  prolonged 
applause),  that  the  method  used  depended 
on  the  individual  (hear,  hear);  that  scrub- 
bing was  better  than  rolling,  and  vibrating 
was  better  than  scrubbing  (muffled  cries 
of  protest).  And  thank  you  all  very  much 
for  coming  along.  Dr  Strabismus  (whom 
God  preserve)  would  have  approved. 

The  Dream 

Coming  home  in  the  aircraft  we  read 
the  admirably  complicated  but  voluminous 
support  material  by  a  whole  variety  of 
experts  on  the  methodology,  fell  into  a 
sleep   and  had  a  troubled  dream.  The 
scene  is  a  blasted  heath.  Three  dentists 
disguised  as  witches  are  sitting  round  an 
enormous  spitoon.  They  are  approached 
by  a  collection   of   bedraggled  patients 
seeking  advice. 
Dentists  (in  unison) 
By  the  pricking  of  our  thumbs 
There's  trouble  here  with  teeth  and  gums. 
1st  patient 

It  simply  drives  me  up  the  pole 

Trying  to  modify  my  roll. 

2nd  patient  (menacingly) 

I've  just  tried  out  yer  Smith  and  Bell 

It's  made  my  gums  all  bleed  like  hell. 

3rd  patient 

O'ive  just  been  shown  a  darlin'  filmen 
Which  says  to  follow  Dr  Stillman. 


ORALCER 


I 


pellets  8  MOUTH  ULCERS 


THE  ONLY  PELLETS  WITH  COMBINED 
ANTIBACTERIAL  &  ANTIFUNGAL  ACTION 


o.t.cl 

ec.iqB 


1st  dentist 

If  your  trouble's  periodontal 
You  must  not  do  it  horizontal. 

2nd  dentist 

For  strong  white  teeth  and  healthy  bones 
Stick  to  good  old  Daddy  Fones. 
3rd  dentist 

Best  is  Bass,  and  Bass  is  best 
Trials  prove  it — chuck  the  rest. 

Alarum  within.  A  working  party  crosses 
the  stage  and  disappears  into  the  fog. 

Corsodyl 
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ing  is  not  so  thorough  as  it  should  be, 
indeed  even  if  it  is  carried  out  less 
frequently  than  would  be  preferable 
following  such  a  situation  arising,  the 
chlorhexidine  gluconate  will  bond  to  the 
hydroxyapatite  of  the  tooth  enamel  and 
have  a  profound  effect  on  inhibiting  and, 
in  most  cases  eliminating,  the  formation  of 
new  plaque  deposits. 

Soon  after  the  discovery  that  chlorhexi- 
dine mouth-rinses  could  play  an  important 
role  in  the  preservation  of  healthy  con- 
ditions in  the  mouth,  it  was  noted  that 
brown  staining  of  the  tooth  surfaces  and 
tongue  occurred  to  a  varying  degree  in  a 
significant  number,  but  not  necessarily 
all,  subjects  involved  in  clinical  trials. 
Formulation  research  was  then  directed 
towards  the  production  of  a  dentifrice 
which  would  limit  the  area  of  staining  and, 
possibly,  due  to  the  concomitant  brushing, 
reduce  it  to  some  extent  since  it  had 
earlier  been  noted  that  brushing  with  a 
conventional  toothpaste  was  helpful  in 
removing  staining. 

Chemical  incompatibilities  with  anionic 
materials  severely  limited  the  range  of 
emulsifying  and  detergent  substances 
which  were  potential  excipients  in  a 
chlorhexidine  dentifrice.  The  Corsodyl 
dental  gel  formulation  combines  efficacy 
and  acceptability  with  a  lower  degree  of 
staining  than  could  be  expected  to  occur 
with  the  mouth  rinse. 

Anyone  would  benefit  from  the  use  of 
Corsodyl  dental  gel  from  the  points  of 
view  of  reducing  the  likelihood  of  caries 
and,  particularly  in  adults,  the  develop- 
ment of  gingivitis.  The  drawback  of  tooth 
staining  might  be  unacceptable  in 
prophylaxis  where  no  obvious  disease  pro- 
cess was  present.  However,  in  the  short 
term,  for  two  or  three  weeks  following 
thorough  scaling  and  polishing  to  remove 
excessive  debris,  for  example,  the  benefits 
to  the  patient  are  so  great  that  this 
should  not  pose  a  real  problem. 
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the  world's  leading 
Automatic  Toothbrush 


HAVE  YOU  BEEN  ASKED  FOR  ANY  OF  THESE  ? 


En-De-Kay 


C-RED  TABS 
FLUODROPS 
FLUOTABS 
FLUORINSE 


If  not,  you  almost  certainly  will  be,  anytime,  because  dentists  throughout  the  UK 
are  now  prescribing  these  products  daily  for  patients'  home  use.  Establish  yourself 
as  local  supplier  now. 

*  Available  from  your  Wholesaler  : 


C-RED  DISCLOSING 
TABLETS 

Packets  of  30 
Retail  £0  38 
Trade  £0  25 


FLUODROPS 
Paediatric  Fluoride 
Drops 

60ml  container 
Retail  £0  60 
Trade  £0  39 


FLUOTABS 
Fluoride  Tablets 

Container  200 
Retail  £0  65 
Trade  £0  43 


FLUORINSE 
2%  Sodium  Fluoride 
Mouthwash 
100ml  bottle 
Retail  £1  05 
Trade  £0  69 


*  In  case  of  difficulty  contact  S.  S.  White  Ltd,  Whole  Division,  Middle  Mill  Factory, 
Mill  Street,  Kingston-upon-Thames,  Surrey.  Telephone  01-546  0131 
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Positive  role 
for  automatic 
toothbrushes 

The  experts  may  not  be  in  agreement 
about  the  "correct"  way  to  brush  the 
teeth,  but  they  do  at  least  unite  on  the 
need  for  brushing — which  is  all  too  easily 
neglected  with  the  pressures  of  day-to-day 
living.  It  is  here  that  an  automatic  tooth- 
brush comes  into  its  own,  since  it  cleans 
easily,  quickly  and  thoroughly.  It  will 
automatically  brush  up  and  down  up  to 
2,300  times  per  minute,  at  the  same  time 
seeking  out  the  particles  in  awkward  areas, 
and  stimulating  the  gums.  It  also  brushes 
more  easily  the  back  teeth  as  well  as 
being  able  to  get  behind  them. 

Automatic  toothbrushes  are  generally 
available  in  two  versions;  dry-cell  battery 
operated,  and  rechargeable.  Each  is  sup- 
plied with  a  number  of  replaceable  brush 
heads,  enough  for  the  average  family,  and 
colour  coded  for  easy  identification.  Re- 
chargeable models  maintain  their  operating 
efficiency  for  longer  since,  with  the  dry 
cell  versions,  '.he  number  of  head  strokes 
decreases  as  the  battery  wears  out.  The 
rechargeable  versions  take  24  hours  to 
fully  charge  and  will  then  last  approxi- 
mately two  weeks  for  a  family  of  two 
adults  and  one  child. 

Philips,  for  example,  make  the  unit 
come  in  two  sections — a  holder  and  a 
charging  unit.  The  two  can  be  used  to- 
gether but  more  often,  separately.  The 
holder  can  be  left  free-standing  or  screwed 
to  the  wall,  and  will  store  both  the  tooth- 
brush unit  and  the  brushes  themselves. 
With  power  sockets  illegal  in  bathrooms, 
the  charging  section  is  often  kept  in  a 


Pifco  Broxodent  with  a  wall-fixing 
storage  point  for  heads 


Philips  HP  5202  rechargeable  automatic 
toothbrush  operates  for  about  70  minutes 
on  a  24-hour  recharge 

bedroom.  It  is  therefore  easily  accessible, 
either  to  keep  the  unit  in  a  permanently 
charged  state,  ie  overnight  or  recharged  as 
and  when  necessary. 

The  market  for  the  automatic  tooth- 
brush is  steadily  growing  and  is  currently 
estimated  to  be  valued  in  excess  of  £lm. 
It  is  no  longer  considered  a  "luxury"  or 


Having  seen  the  sales  of  their  Dentyne 
chewing  gum  treble  over  the  past  two 
years,  Hall  Bros  (Whitfield)  Ltd,  Chestnut 
Avenue,  Eastleigh  S05  3ZQ,  Hants,  are 
introducing  a  new  sugarless  (but  sweet- 
ened) brand,  Trident,  through  chemists. 

Research  undertaken  before  Dentyne 
embarked  on  its  current  national  tele- 
vision campaign  highlighted  two  groups 
of  consumers,  one  needing  the  benefits  of 
social  breath  confidence  and  oral  hygiene, 
the  other  needing  personal  mouth/taste 
freshness  whose  ideal  product  was  most 
closely  matched  by  Dentyne's  physical 
characteristics.  Accordingly,  the  advertis- 
ing was  directed  towards  these  two  tar- 
get groups  and  in  a  test  area  (the 
Southern  television  region)  sales  virtually 
doubled. 

The  rationale  for  the  product  is  that 
a  chewing  gum  is  more  capable  of  remov- 
ing oral  debris  than  other  types  of  food 
stuff  because  it  does  not  stick  to  the 
teeth  and  the  mechanical  motion  of  chew- 
ing gum  helps  to  dislodge  food  particles. 
In  this  respect  Dentyne  is  claimed  to  have 
specific  advantages  over  other  gums,  pri- 
marily because  of  its  firmer  texture.  It 
does  not  replace  brushing,  but  its  value 
is  summed  up  by  the  television  com- 
mercial: "keep  that  just  brushed  freshness 
with  Dentyne". 

The  launch  of  Trident  sugarless  chew- 
ing gum  in  the  UK  follows  success  in  the 
other  sophisticated  confectionery  markets 
such  as  North  America,  Sweden  and 
Switzerland.  It  takes  into  account  two 
major  growth  markets — chewing  gum  and 


gimmick,  being  recognised  as  having  a 
positive  role  to  play  in  oral  hygiene. 

Dick  Packham,  product  manager  for 
Philips  Electrical  Ltd  says:  "So  committed 
are  we  to  the  product  that  we  are  cur- 
rently giving  it  major  promotional  support. 
To  s-timulate  consumer  awareness,  we  are 
carrying  out  an  extensive  programme  by 
advertising  in  national  magazines  using 
the  theme  "32  natural  teeth — this  is  one 
offer  that  won't  be  repeated".  We 
are  also  using  showcard  and  window 
streamer  material  in  addition  to  special 
promotions". 

However,  the  marketing  opportunity  is 
being  lost  to  the  chemist,  since  the  major 
part  of  sales  is  being  achieved  by  the 
larger  outlets  and  chains. 


Ronson's  travel  pack  toothbrush  operates 
on  four  HP7  batteries  and  comes  with  two 
brush  heads 


the    demand    for   low   calorie  products. 

Hall  Bros  say  that  consumer  research 
into  the  chewing  gum  market  has  un- 
covered a  significant  consumer  need.  A 
detailed  study,  completed  in  1973,  indi- 
cated that  one  of  the  most  important 
problems  connected  with  the  chewing  of 
gum  related  to  the  detrimental  effect  that 
sugar  had  on  the  teeth.  When  specifically 
asked  to  point  out  the  disadvantages  of 
a  sugared  gum  39  per  cent  of  chewing 
gum  users  stated  that  it  was  bad  for  the 
teeth  and  a  further  37  per  cent  stated 
that  it  was  fattening.  The  research  went 
on  to  conclude  that  a  high  percentage  of 
chewing  gum  users  would  prefer  a  gum 
with  the  harmful  effects  of  sugar  removed 
and  the  (perceived)  unpleasant  taste  of  an 
artificial  sweetener  eliminated. 

Trident  sugarless  chewing  gum  will  be 
available  in  the  UK's  three  most  popular 
chewing  gum  flavours,  spearmint,  pepper- 
mint and  fruit,  in  five-stick  packs  (£008) 
(each  packet  containing  approximately  16 
calories),  24  packs  to  a  unit.  Television 
support  for  the  brand,  which  in  1975  will 
involve  a  test  market  operation  in  the 
Southern  television  region  with  a  planned 
national  extension  in  1976,  will  major  on 
the  theme  that  four  out  of  five  US  den- 
tists recommend  a  sugarless  gum  to  their 
patients  who  chew  gum. 

Trident  is  being  launched  nationally 
through  chemists  because  it  is  felt  that 
the  inherent  benefits  claimed  for  the  pro- 
duct, together  with  its  high  premium 
price,  make  it  appropriate  to  that 
specialised  retail  sector. 


Dental  chewing  gym  sales  growth 


ICI  introduce 
Corsodyl~a  major  advance 
in  dental  treatment. 


which  has  a  proven  record  of  success  in  inhibiting 
plaque  formation. 

Heavy  promotion  to  dental  surgeons. 

l   im  .    i.  m    I-    j    _        1  J  x 


lingivitis — a  common  problem. 

Gingivitis  is  inflammation  of  the  gums. 
An  estimated  90%  of  people  suffer  from  gingivitis  at 
some  time  or  another.  This  condition  is  often 
accompanied  by  bleeding ,  swollen  gums  and  bad  breath. 
It  is  caused  by  dental  plaque  (the  sticky 
accumulation  of  decaying  food  material  and  bacteria). 


^orsouyi  ueniai  uei  is  ine  oniy  proauci 
of  its  kind  available  to  dental  surgeons.  It  is  available 
through  chemists  only,  and  a  substantial  demand 
can  be  expected.  Advertisements  will  be  appearing 
in  dental  journals  at  monthly  intervals,  and 
weekly  mailings  are  being  sent  to  dental  surgeons. 


runner  inrormation  is  available  on  request 


Pharmaceuticals  Division 
Macclesfield 
Cheshire  SK10  4TF 


tane'  are  trade  marks. 


Corsodyl 


'Corsodyl'  and  'Hibitane'  are  trade  marks.  DE  I^IT^VL  C3E  L 

PL/0029/0080 

There  are  no  legal  restrictions  on  the  sale  or  supply  of  'Corsodyl'  Dental  Gel.  'Corsodyl'  is  available  in  50  gm  tubes  packed  in  outers  of  6. 
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Everybody  in  America 
knows  that  sugarless 
gum  is  better  for  teeth. 
In  fact  in  a  market  research 
study  4  out  of  5  dentists  surveyed 
recommended  it  for  their  gum  chewing 
patients. 

The  sugarless  gum  market  in  the  USA  is 
enormous  and  Trident  is  the  clear  brand 
leader.  And  what  makes  Trident  so 
popular  is  that  it  has  a  great  taste  as  well 
as  being  completely  sugar  free.  Children 


Trident 

SUGARLESS  CHEWING  GUM 


PEPPERMINT  FLAVOUR 

DOES  NOT  PROMOTE  TOOTH  DECAY 


MINT  FLAVOUR 

PROMOTE  TOOTH  DEC/ 


in  particular 
really  like  the 
3  Trident  flavours, 
spearmint, 

peppermint  and  fruit. 
In  the  UK  people  are  becoming  more 
conscious  of  the  need  for  dental 
protection  and  parents  especially  are 
showing  more  concern  over  their 
children's  teeth.  That  is  why  the  time  is 
right  for  the  launch  of  Trident  in  the  UK. 
Look  outforthe  special  introductory  bonuses. 
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About 
products 

Toothpaste  and  powders 

Clinomyn  smokers'  toothpaste  has  had 
"an  encouraging"  uplift  in  sales  as  a  result 
of  the  half-page,  colour  advertisements 
launched  in  April  in  Cosmopolitan,  She, 
Honey,  Over  21,  19,  and  Look  Now.  The 
campaign  was  due  to  end  this  month  but 
is  now  to  be  continued  in  September  and 
October,  say  E.  C.  De  Witt  &  Co  Ltd, 
Seymour  Road,  London  E10  7LX.  It  is 
aimed  at  young  female  smokers  who  are 
said  to  be  responding  to  the  headline 
"Why  should  all  the  razzle-dazzle  smiles 
belong  to  the  non-smokers?"  Potential 
users  are  invited  to  try  a  "ten-day  clean- 
up", Clinomyn  being  designed  with  a  low 
abrasiveness  factor  to  give  gradual, 
progressive  results. 

Dentinox  gel  toothpaste,  distributed  by 
Dendron  Ltd,  94  Rickmansworth  Road. 
Watford,  Herts  WD1  7JI,  is  a  new  com- 
panion to  Dentinox  teething  liquid  and  is 
designed  for  children  over  about  2\  years. 
The  aim  is  to  prevent  decay  in  the  milk 
teeth,  the  plaque  build-up  being  removed 
by  application  of  the  gel  with  a  clean 
finger  or  a  babies'  soft  toothbrush.  The 
gel  is  slightly  fruit  flavoured  and  does  not 
foam,  which  might  distress  the  child. 
Emofonn  toothpaste,  by  Wigglesworth 
Ltd,  Westhoughton,  Bolton  BL5  3SL,  is 
promoted  to  dentists  for  their  recommen- 
dation for  the  treatment  of  local  or 
generalised  oral  sensitivity.  The  formula- 
tion aims  to  relieve  pain  and  assist 
remineralisation  of  sensitive  areas.  Emo- 
form  mouthbath  of  the  same  basic 
formulation  is  recommended  where  sensi- 
tivity is  too  great  for  brushing. 

Eucryl  toothpowder  is  aimed  at  those  who 
are  "conscientious"  about  their  teeth  and 
are  willing  to  brush  regularly  after  meals. 
Heavy  daily  and  weekly  Press  advertising 
has  recently  been  completed  and  the  pro- 
duct is  featured  in  Southern  Region 
railway  smoking  compartments.  Point-of- 
sale  dispensers  are  available  to  chemists 
from  representatives  of  Eucryl  Ltd.  7 
Oakley  Road,  Southampton  Hants. 

Gordon  Moore's  cosmetic  toothpaste, 
designed  to  whiten  the  teeth  and  accen- 
tuate the  natural  pink  of  the  gums,  is 
currently  being  offered  in  a  counter  unit 
together  with  Gordon  Moore's  nail  polish 
remover.  Details  from  Ashe  Laboratories 
Ltd,  Kingston  Road,  Leaiherhead,  Surrey. 
Seito  toothpowder,  which  has  contained 
fluoride  for  25  yeais,  is  particularly 
lecommended  for  use  by  those  with  soften- 
ing or  receding  gums.  Selto  (Eastbourne) 
Ltd,  Myrtle  Road.  Eastbourne,  Sussex 
BN22  7SP,  say  that  a  new  plastic  pack  is 
in  the  course  of  production  and  will  be 
supplied  in  shrink-wrap  trays  of  one  dozen 
in  outers  of  72. 


I 
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Sensodyne  toothpaste  for  sensitive  teeth 
and  gums  is  on  bonus  terms  to  chemists 
until  September  30,  together  with  the  two 
new  brushes,  the  Sensodyne  gentle  and 
Sensodyne  plaque  remover.  Stafford- 
Miller  Ltd,  Hatfield,  Herts  AL9  51 L,  are 
offering  an  aluminium  counter  unit  for 
the  combined  display  of  both  toothpaste 
and  brushes. 

Mouthwashes  and  ulcer 
treatments 

Anbesol  liquid  treatment  for  mouth  ulcers, 
teething  pains  and  dental  irritation,  is 
currently  supported  by  high  frequency 
advertising  in  the  national  Press,  backed 
by  cartoon-style  spaces  in  selected  maga- 
zines, say  International  Chemical  Co  Ltd, 
Chenies  Street,  London  W1E  7ET.  It  has 
shown  consistent  growth  and  increasing 
brand  loyalty  since  its  introduction,  they 
claim. 

Betadine  gargle  and  mouthwash  is  to  be 
repackaged  in  clear  polythene  bottles,  say 
Napp  Laboratories  Ltd,  Hill  Farm 
Avenue,  Watford  WD2  7RA,  to  provide 
a  "more  aesthetic"  presentation.  It  is 
currently  on  bonus  (14  invoiced  as  12 
through  representatives)  in  combination 
with  Betadine  shampoo  and  Betadine  skin 
cleanser.  A  merchandiser  is  available  to 
bring  all  three  products  together  on  the 
counter. 

Bocasan  oxygenating  mouthwash  is  pro- 
fessionally prescribed  (on  FP14)  and 
recommended  for  conditions  such  as  gingi- 
vitis, ulcers  and  inflammation  of  the  oral 
cavity,  say  Knox  Laboratories  Ltd,  50 
Weston  Road,  Aston  Clinton,  Aylesbury. 
Bucks  HP22  5EL. 
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Vitabiotics  Ltd.,  1  Beresford  Avenue, 
Wembley,  Middlesex  01-903  5541 

Bonjela  is  claimed  by  Reckitt  &  Colman 
pharmaceutical  division,  Hull,  to  be  clear 
brand  leader  in  the  rapidly-growing  market 
for  topical  oral  preparations.  Already 
sales  are  above  last  year's  record  levels 
and  Reckitt  credit  chemist  recommen- 
dation and  prominent  display.  To  capital- 
ise on  the  growth,  a  new  Perspex  unit  is 
being  made  available,  holding  24  tubes 
and  featuring  Bonjela's  successful  "three- 
minute  smile"  theme.  A  special  booklet 
on  mouthcare  is  enclosed  with  this  issue — 
a  companion  for  pharmacists  to  the 
Bonjela  booklet  which  chemists  may  offer 
to  their  customers. 


Corsodyl  (see  pl27),  just  launched  by  ICI 
is  prescribable  on  Form  F10  but  not  yet 
on  FP14.  It  is  anticipated  that  most  sales 
will  result  from  dentists'  recommendation. 

Eludril  mouthwash  and  spray  are 
"ethicals"  recently  introduced  by  Concept 
Pharmaceuticals  Ltd,  59  High  Street, 
Rickmansworth  WD3  1EZ,  for  the  local 
treatment  of  mouth  and  throat  conditions 
such  as  gingivitis,  stomatitis,  aphthous  and 
dental  ulcers,  tonsillitis,  pharyngitis  and 
minor  infections.  Both  contain  chlorhexi- 
dine  digluconate  together  with,  in  the 
spray,  amethocaine  hydrocloride  and  in 
the  mouthwash  chlorbutol  and  cholorform. 

Listerine  is  benefiting  from  the  changing 
role  of  antiseptic  mouthwashes  tradition- 
ally regarded  as  treatments  for  mouth  and 
throat  infections,  a  role  in  which  they  are 
used  spasmodically.  Richard  Hudnut  Ltd, 
Eastleigh,  Hants  S05  3ZQ,  report  that 
the  regular-use  deodorant  mouthwash 
section  is  beginning  to  show  significant 
gains  and  anticipate  considerable  growth 
over  the  next  few  years.  Recent  consumer 
research  has  shown  that  the  awakening 
interest  in  regular-use  mouthwashes 
designed  to  combat  organic  breath  odour, 
stems  from  recognition  that  toothpaste 
offers  only  a  temporary  masking  of  bad 
breath  and  provides  little  protection 
against  halitosis  caused  by  oral  bacteria. 
In  America,  Hudnut  say,  the  mouthwash 
habit  is  well-established  and  Listerine 
sales  exceed  $127m  (47  per  cent)  as  brand 
leader  in  the  $270m  US  market.  Listerine. 
positioned  as  a  deodorant  mouthwash 
since  1972,  has  shown  "explosive"  growth 
and   with   cinema   advertising  support  in 

Continued  on  pi 34 
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London  and  the  South  over  the  past  six 
months,  sales  are  up  64  per  cent  on  1974. 
"Vigorous"  advertising  and  promotion  is 
planned  during  the  second  half  of  1975. 

Oralcer  is  for  the  next  week  the  subject 
of  a  bonus  of  two  tubes  free  with  each 
display  outer  of  24.  Vitabiotics  Ltd,  1 
Beresford  Avenue,  Wembley,  Middlesex, 
are  also  repeating  their  offer  to  pharma- 
cists of  a  free  Oralcer  sample  to  try  in 
cases  of  stubborn  oral  ulceration  where 
other  treatments  have  failed  to  produce 
a  response. 

Oraldene  contains  0  1  per  cent  hexetidine, 
a  compound  shown  to  have  special  affinity 
for  plaque  and  mucosal  tissues  and  wide 
spectrum  of  anti-microbial  activity. 
Mouth-rinsing  or  gargling  two  or  three 
times  a  day  is  recommended  for  indica- 
tions such  as  gingivitis,  pyorrhoea, 
stomatitis,  aphthous  and  dental  ulcers, 
halitosis  and  pre-  and  post-dental  surgery. 
Promoted  for  medical  prescription  and 
dental  recommendation,  the  product  has 
a  high  proportion  of  OTC  sales  in  support 


of  which  William  R.  Warner  &  Co  Ltd, 
Eastleigh,  Hants,  offer  the  compact 
counter  display  unit  illustrated  above,  plus 
the  display  card  for  use  on  counter  or  in 
window  display. 


Denture  cleansers 

DentyrbJeach,  originated  in  1934  by  Oakes 
&  Co,  has  recently  been  acquired  by 
Elmbridge  Pharmaceuticals,  89  Clarence 
Street,  Kingston  upon  Thames,  Surrey.  A 
liquid  cleanser  applied  on  a  dry  brush,  it 
is  said  to  remove  calculus,  mucin  film, 
tobacco  and  other  stains  without  injury 
to  denture  bases  currently  in  use. 
Recommended  price  is  £0  27. 

O-e-dent  liquid  cleanser  is  applied  with  a 
swab  and  is  claimed  to  complete  the 
cleaning  cycle  in  one  minute.  With  a  3 
per  cent  market  share  it  was  recently 
successfully  supported  in  the  Westward 
area  by  television  adver*ising  and,  while 


the  implications  are  still  being  studied  by 
Optrex  Ltd,  Wadsworth  Road,  Perivale, 
Middlesex,  a  heavier  level  of  support  is 
expected  in  (he  coming  year. 

Steradent  dominates  the  £8m  market  and 
claims  about  three-quarters  of  the  com- 
bined chemist  and  grocery  market.  Large 
scale  television  advertising  stresses  the 
reliability  and  quality  of  the  product  and 
this  has  been  backed  with  coupon  and,  in 
the  latest  promotion,  an  offer  of  a  half- 
price  Steradent  denture  bath.  Further  pro- 
motions are  planned  for  later  in  the  year, 
say  Reckitt  Products,  Stoneferry  Road, 
Hull  HU8  8DD. 


Aids  to  prevention 

Ceplac  dental  disclosing  tablets,  contain- 
ing 2  per  cent  erythrosine,  are  promoted 
to  the  dental  profession  and  are  distri- 
buted only  through  pharmacies,  say  Berk 
Pharmaceuticals  Ltd,  Shalford,  Surrey. 
Pleasantly  flavoured,  they  come  in  packs 
of  12  tablets. 

Dentomax  Ltd,  Carr  House,  Carrbottom 
Road,  Bradford  BD5  9BJ,  distribute  the 
Pacemaker  range  of  aids  which  now 
includes  fluoride  tablets  and  is  soon  to 
include  a  fluoride  mouthrinse.  Displaque 
disclosing  tablets  and  solution  provide  a 
two-tone  differentiation  between  old  and 
newly-formed  plaque  while  other  items  in 
the  range  include  unwaxed  floss,  Floxite 
lamps,  pen  torches  with  clip-on  mirror, 
bridge  cleaners,  floss  holders,  Pikplak 
interdental  cleaners  and  preventive 
dentistry  kits. 


Why  you 
should  display 

CEPLAC 

Dental  Disclosing  Tablets 

Now  available  in  a  new  pack  of  1 2 

CEPLAC  is  pleasantly  tasting  and  shows  where 

germs  can  hide  on  teeth  and  gums. 
Dentists  recommend  CEPLAC  to  their  patients. 
CEPLAC  encourages  the  use  of  tooth  brushes 
and  tooth  paste. 

Stock  up  now  and  display 


Berk  Pharmaceuticals  Limited,  Shalford,  Surrey. 

Regd. Trade  Mark.  J.4538 
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Dorant  mouthrinse  with  fluoride,  used 
regularly  twice  daily  after  brushing  the 
teeth,  will  reduce  the  incidence  of  dental 
decay  if  used  at  any  age  up  to  about  16 
years,  say  Laboratories  for  Applied 
Biology  Ltd,  91  Amhurst  Park,  London 
N16  5DR.  They  explain  that  the  fluoride 
ion  reduces  the  solubility  of  the  surface 
enamel  and  exerts  a  beneficial  effect  by 
its  anti-enzymatic  action  on  the  bacteria 
of  dental  plaque.  The  presence  of  systemic 
fluoride  leads  to  the  formation  of  fluor- 
apatite  crystals  in  bone  and  teeth, 
enhancing  sound  tooth  formation.  The 
fluoride  mouthrinse  should  not  be  used 
in  communities  which  have  more  than 
lppm  of  fluoride  in  their  water  supply. 

En-de-kay  is  currently  benefiting  from  the 
current  "popularisation"  of  preventive 
dental  themes,  which  Westone  Products 
predict  will  stimulate  deeper  interest  in 
the  more  specialised  home  treatments. 
Volume  sales  of  the  home  treatment  pro- 
ducts through  retail  pharmacies  is  said  to 
have  shown  a  "phenomenal  increase"  over 
the  past  year  with  uptake  now  at  more 
than  double  previous  levels  with  each 
successive  month.  To  assist  distribution 
and  ensure  the  pharmacist  can  dispense 
on  prescription  with  the  minimum  of 
delay,  the  full  range  is  now  carried  by 
all  branches  of  Unichem  and  of  Vestric, 
by  most  branches  of  Macarthys,  and  other 
leading  pharmaceutical  wholesalers.  At 
present,  efforts  are  being  concentrated  at 
point  of  sale  to  stimulate  further  demand 
and  material  will  be  available  shortly 
based  on  eye-catching  word  association 
themes.  Public  relations  activities  are  also 
planned.  Product  additions  to  the  En-de- 
kay  range  under  consideration  include 
items  designed  specifically  for  the  young 
to  encourage  awareness  and  active  partici- 
pation in  preventive  dental  care.  The 
existing  range  includes  C-Red  disclosing 
tablets,  Fluodrops  paediatric  fluoride 
drops  and  Fluorinse  fluoride  mouthwash 
and  is  distributed  by  S.  S.  White  Ltd,  51 
St  Annes  Road,  Harrow,  Middlesex. 

Johnson's  dental  floss  sales  have  continued 
to  double  every  year  since  its  re-intro- 
duction in  1970,  say  Johnson  &  Johnson 
Ltd,  Slough,  Bucks  SL1  4EA.  An  unwaxed 
floss  was  recently  launched  as  an  addition 
to  the  existing  waxed  type — the  unwaxed, 
while  being  a  little  more  difficult  to 
handle,  offers  a  better  "brooming"  action 
on  the  teeth,  as  the  fibres  spread  more 
readily  in  contact  with  the  tooth  surfaces. 
Dental  opinion  is  split  50-50  on  the  merits 
of  waxed  and  unwaxed  floss,  say  J&J. 

Jordan  toothbrushes  have  recently  received 
national  publicity  through  sponsorship  of 
a  British  Dental  Health  Foundation  sur- 
vey into  toothbrush  ownership  (last  week, 
p92) — which  found  one-third  of  those  in 
use  to  be  "useless"  for  removing  plaque. 
At  the  same  time  the  small  amount  the 
industry  spends  on  advertising  tooth- 
brushes was  criticised,  and  Wilkinson 
Sword  Ltd,  Sword  House,  Totteridge 
Road,  High  Wycombe,  Bucks  HP  13  6EJ, 
have  answered  some  of  that  criticism  with 
a  television  campaign  in  London.  It  is  too 
early  for  the  effect  on  sales  to  be  assessed 
independently,  but  Wilkinson  Sword,  as 
Jordan  distributors,  are  planning  further 
major  bursts  in  London  at  least,  on  the 
strength  of  an  above-target  off-take  of 
back-up  stocks  following  the  campaign. 


Oral-B  oral  hygiene  and  preventive  den- 
tistry aids  are  sold  exclusively  through 
pharmacies,  mainly  on  dentists'  recom- 
mendation. Since  the  tooth-gum  brush  was 
introduced  in  1973,  Knox  Laboratories 
Ltd,  50  Weston  Road,  Aston  Clinton, 
Aylesbury,  Bucks  HP22  5EL,  have 
extended  the  range  to  include  a  sulculus 
brush,  unwaxed  floss,  home  preventive 
dentistry  and  dental  check-up  kits,  and  a 
"tooth  survival"  kit. 

Prevdent,  Queensway  House,  Hatfield, 
Herts,  offer  a  range  of  preventive  dentistry 
aids  which  until  now  have  been  sold  direct 
to  the  dental  profession.  However,  this 
has  resulted  in  a  demand  by  dentists  that 
their  patients  should  be  able  to  buy  the 
range  in  the  shops  and  Prevdent  are 
therefore  launching  into  the  public  sector 
through  chemists.  Included  in  the  range — 
which  is  claimed  to  be  competitively  priced 
— are  dental  floss,  disclosing  solution,  etc, 
(sold  under  the  American  Control  brand 
label)  and  brushes,  said  to  be  in  use  at 
four  London  teaching  hospitals. 
Solo  toothbrushes,  made  and  distributed 
by  Libra  Products  Ltd,  Somerset  Road, 
Cwmbran,  Gwent,  are  of  dual  texture  and 
are  presented  in  "family"  packs.  The 
company  say  they  are  delighted  with  the 
pi  ogress  made  since  the  brushes  were 
introduced — including  a  recent  upturn  in 
sales  in  overseas  markets  where  the 
British-made  brushes  of  modern  design 
(round-ended  tufts  and  flat  trim)  are  being 
well  accepted  in  this  presentation. 
Sensodyne  toothpaste  has  recently  been 
joined  by  two  brushes — a  "gentle"  and  a 
"plaque  remover" — under  the  same  trade 
mark.  Stafford-Miller  Ltd,  166  Great 
North  Road,  Hatfield,  Herts,  say  that  in 
the  "gentle"  there  are  2,500  end-polished 
filaments  in  four  rows  of  51  tufts  provid- 
ing a  dense  brushing  surface.  The  brush 
minimises  the  risk  of  injuring  the  delicate 
tissue  of  the  gums  in  sensitive  patients. 
The    "plaque    remover"    toothbrush  is 


Recently  published  statistics  could  indi- 
cate that  Italians  are  among  the  leaders 
in  the  medicine-taking  league;  the  latest 
figures  for  patients  covered  by  the  largest 
Italian  health  insurance  society  (INAM) 
revealed  that  each  insured  patient  had  an 
average  of  17  61  prescriptions  during 
1973.  The  usual  regional  differences 
occur;  in  Val  D'  Aosta  among  the  moun- 
tains on  the  Franco-Swiss  frontier  the 
figure  was  11  08  whereas  in  the  big  city 
areas  of  Genoa  and  Rome  it  was  as  high 
as  22.  These  compare  with  the  figures  for 
NHS  patients  in  England  and  Wales  which 
have  stayed  quite  constantly  between 
averages  of  5  and  6  over  the  past  25 
years. 

Vitamins  favoured 

As  part  of  its  action  to  create  a 
national  health  service,  the  Riforma 
Sanitaria,  the  Italian  government  carried 
cut  a  survey  which  showed  that  there  are 
15,000  products  on  the  market  in  more 
than  36,000  presentations.  The  UK  was 
quoted  in  comparison  with  3,300  products 
in  7,340  product  forms.  Sales  of  pharma- 
ceuticals in  Italy  in  1973  totalled  in  the 


recommended  for  routine  family  use  and 
has  3,200  end-polished  filaments  in  four 
rows  of  51  tufts  to  provide  a  dense 
brushing  surface  with  a  slightly  firmer 
texture. 


Breath  fresheners 

Binaca,  recently  introduced  by  CIBA- 
Geigy  (UK)  Ltd,  Simonsway,  Manchester 
M22  5LB,  is  said  to  be  brand  leader  in 
the  USA  and  in  Canada.  Presented  in 
drop  and  metered  spray  forms  and  with 
a  "frosty  mint"  flavour,  it  is  to  be  backed 
by  full-colour  magazine  advertising 
claimed  to  be  the  heaviest-ever  for  this 
product  category  in  the  UK.  The  launch 
campaign  runs  from  August  to  October. 
The  product  is  offered  as  effective  against 
the  oral  effects  of  eating,  drinking  and 
smoking. 

Double  Amplex  is  the  subject  of  a  cam- 
paign in  newspapers  and  magazines 
including  Daily  Mirror,  Daily  Express, 
The  Sun,  Sunday  People  and  TV  Times 
which  asks  four  fresh-breath  questions — 
Do  you  eat  highly  spiced  meals?  Do  you 
forget  to  brush  your  teeth  after  every 
meal?  Do  you  smoke?  Do  you  drink?  It 
goes  on  "Cup  your  hands  over  your 
mouth  and  nose.  Exhale.  Has  your  breath 
gone  a  bit  stale?"  For  those  who  answer 
"yes"  to  any  of  the  questions,  the  answer 
is  said  to  be  to  take  Double  Amplex.  Ashe 
Laboratories  Ltd,  Kingston  Road, 
Leatherhead,  Surrey,  are  running  an  addi- 
tional campaign  for  London  on  the 
Underground. 

Miss  Gold  Spot  said  to  neutralise  mouth 
odours  and  leave  a  fragrance  on  the 
breath  that  does  not  interfere  with  other 
perfumes,  is  currently  being  advertised  in 
women's  magazines  and  newspapers, 
including  Woman's  Own,  19,  Honey,  Cos- 
mopolitan, Daily  Mirror,  The  Sun,  Daily 
Express  and  Daily  Mail.  Details  from 
Ashe  Laboratories  Ltd. 


region  of  £l,000m  compared  with  £320m 
in  Great  Britain.  Heading  the  list  of 
favourite  medicines  came  numerous  vita- 
min compounds  and  similar  products  now 
much  less  frequently  prescribed  in  this 
country. 

Two  of  the  major  problems  of  the 
Italian  pharmaceutical  industry  have  got 
some  way  towards  solution  in  that,  to- 
wards settling  the  massive  debts  of  Italy's 
public  hospitals,  the  Italian  Treasury  has 
agreed  with  several  national  banks  to  set 
up  credits  to  meet  payment  demands  from 
creditor  companies,  including  pharma- 
ceutical firms.  Also  the  government  have 
granted  domestic  and  foreign  manufac- 
turers a  provisional  rise  of  12  per  cent 
on  administered  drug  prices  which  have 
remained  frozen  since  1967.  The  industry 
had  pressed  for  30  per  cent  or  more  but, 
with  the  recent  election  swing  to  the  left, 
the  government  may  have  been  unwilling 
to  agree  to  larger  increases  for  the  time 
being.  A  mitigating  factor  has  been  that 
new  products  introduced  since  the  freeze 
was  imposed  have  not  been  affected  so 
that  there  has,  in  fact,  been  an  effective 
rise  of  40  per  cent  in  average  prices  since. 


Italians  among  biggest  medicine  takers 


136    Chemist  &  Druggist 


26  July  1975 


New  products 
and  packs 


Cosmetics  and  toiletries 

New  lipsticks  from  Lancome 

Lancome  are  introducing  in  September  a 
range  of  lipsticks  featuring  12  new  shades 
and  13  (£0  90)  established  favourites  all 
produced  to  a  completely  new  formula. 

The  formula  has  been  developed  at 
Lancome' s  French  laboratories  and  the 
unique  texture  is  achieved  through  the 
use  of  special  oils  and  a  reduction  in  the 
wax  conient  on  which  most  lipsticks  are 
based.  The  rose  fragrance  is  entirely 
natural  with  no  synthetic  perfume  and 
recalls  the  soft  fragrance  of  the  very 
first  treatment  lipstick  which  Lancome 
launched  in  Paris  in  1938. 

The  new  range  has  already  been 
enthusiastically  received  in  France, 
Germany  and  Holland  and  Lancome  are 
expecting  a  similar  reception  in  the  UK. 

The  range  of  colours  may  be  considered 
in  six  categories:  three  lip  glosses,  five 
pearlised,  four  beige/brown,  six  pink, 
three  orange,  four  red. 

The  lipsticks,  which  are  presented  in  a 
new  simulated  gold  case,  are  designed  by 
the  French  artist,  Jean  Dinan  (Lancome 
(England)  Ltd,  14  Grosvenor  Street, 
London  W1X  OAD). 

Scandinavian  influence 

Yardley  have  introduced  a  new  aftershave 
range — Sven — said  to  evoke  the  natural 
and  "great  outdoors"  that  is  typified  by 
the  Scandinavian  way  of  life.  Sven  is 
described  as  a  blend  of  woodsmoke  and 
pine  in  a  "clean,  refreshing,  cool  frag- 
rance" and  contains  cedarwood,  sandal- 
wood, vetivert  and  oakmoss. 

The  range  will  be  for  sale  in  September, 
and  contains  the  following  products — 75cc 
aftershave  (£1  85),  150cc  aftershave  (£3  49), 
150cc  Cologne  (£3  79),  lOOcc  talc  (£0  89) 
and  200g  soap-on-a-rope  (£149)  (Yardley 
of  London  Ltd,  33  Old  Bond  Street, 
London  W1X  4AP). 

Fragrance  ranges  in  the  UK 
Jovan  Ltd,  a  subsidiary  of  Jovan  Inc, 
USA,  are  introducing  four  new  fragrance 
ranges  suitable  for  both  men  and  women. 
The  fragrance  packs  have  "strong  colour 
identification" — red  for  Ginseng,  green  for 
Grass  oil,  orange  for  Musk,  silver  for 
VSP. 

Ginseng  range  comprises  a  2-oz  Cologne 
(£3  45)  and  j-oz  perfume  concentrate 
(£2  60)  for  women,  and  a  4-oz  aftershave/ 
Cologne  (£2  95)  and  j-oz  aftershave,/ 
Cologne  (£0  85)  for  men.  The  Grass  Oil 
range  consists  of  a  2-oz  Cologne  (£3  45), 
4-oz  (£2  95)  and  j-oz  (£0  85)  aftershave/ 
Colognes.  Musk  Oil  comprises  a  2-oz 
Cologne  concentrate  (£3  45)  and  ^-oz 
perfume  concentrate  in  a  presentation  box 
(£2  60);  Musk  Oil  aftershave  comes  in 
4-oz  (£2  95),  i-oz  (£0  85)  bottles  and  3-oz 


atomiser  (£3  45).  VSP  (very  special  per- 
fume) has  a  floral  fragrance  and  comes 
in  two  sizes — 2-oz  Cologne  atomiser 
(£3  45)  and  ^-oz  perfume  concentrate  in  a 
presentation  box  (£2  60)  (Jovan  Ltd,  48 
Honeypot  Lane,  Stanmore,  Middlesex). 

Men's  range  introduced 
Sir — Irish  Moss  is  a  new  men's  range 
from  House  of  4711,  said  to  have  a  dis- 
tinctive, fresh  tangy  fragrance  that  is 
"crisp  and  clean."  The  fragrance  has  been 
successful  in  Europe,  say  Cologne  Per- 
fumery, and  is  packed  in  "distinctive" 
black  and  dark  green  packs.  The  range 
comprises  a  150g  soap-on-rope  (£1  49)  and 
125ml  eau  de  Cologne  (£2  14);  and  there 
are  three  types  of  gift  sets:  those  holding 
two  products  (£2  24-£405);  those  with 
three  products  (£2  45-£4  48),  and  a  large 
gift  set  with  four  products  (£5  67) 
(Cologne  Perfumery  Ltd,  Telford  Road, 
Basingstoke,  Hants). 

Fruity  bubble  bath  range 
A  novelty  bubble  bath  range  in  four 
"fruity"  fragrances  has  been  introduced 
by  Crookes  Anestan  Ltd.  The  range  com- 
prises Bubbling  apple,  Bubbling  straw- 
berry. Bubbling  lemon  and  Bubbling 
peach  bubble  baths,  each  packed  in  65cc 
bottles  (£0  45).  An  introductory  price  of 
£0  38  is  offered  by  the  makers,  and 
display  outers  containing  one  dozen 
assorted  fragrances  is  available  (Crookes 
Anestan  Ltd,  1  Thane  Road  West.  Nott- 
ingham NG2  3AA). 

Shampoos  for  men 

Two  shampoos  for  men  have  been  added 
to  their  hair  range  by  French  &  Scott  Ltd. 
Packed  in  the  "familiar"  shaped  142-cc 
bottle  of  the  range,  the  shampoos  are 
rum  shampoo  for  men  (£0  55)  and  medi- 
cated shampoo  for  men  (£0  60)  (French  & 
Scott  Ltd,  717  North  Circular  Road, 
London  NW2  7AL). 


Latest  fragrance 

Musk  For  Love  perfume  spray  is  the 
latest  fragrance  from  H.  M.  Stern  &  Co. 
The  fragrance  comes  in  a  50cc  spray 
(£L80)  (H.  M.  Stern  &  Co,  Unit  2,  Indus- 
trial Estate,  Cranleigh  Gardens,  Southall, 
Middlesex). 

Supersoft  complete  relaunch 

Five  completely  new  shampoos  have  been 
introduced  by  Reckitt  Products  to  super- 
sede the  current  Supersoft  range.  All  the 
shampoos  have  been  formulated  to  contain 
"cleansing  and  conditioning  agents  to  pro- 
duce a  rich,  creamy  lather,  leaving  hair 
soft,  shining  and  manageable",  each  of  the 
five  contains  "natural"  ingredients — honey 
and  almond  for  dry  hair;  lemon  and 
vinegar  for  greasy  hair;  herb  for  problem 
hair;  chestnut — a  new  variant,  say  Reckitts, 
formulated  to  help  make  fine  or  delicate 
hair  more  manageable,  and  beauty 
shampoo  for  normal  hair. 

The  range  has  been  repackaged.  The 
bottles,  have  a  "feminine"  design  and 
are  made  of  shatterproof  plastic  and  fitted 
with  polytop  dispenser  caps  designed  to 
give  greater  control  in  use  and  a  firm  seal. 
The  labels  have  picturesque  illustrations  of 
the  natural  ingredients. 

Reckitts  have  not  changed  Supersoft's 
price  and  anticipate  that  their  new  range 
will  appeal  to  a  wider  range  of  customers. 
The  shampoos  will  be  available  in  130cc 
(£0  33)  and  75cc  (£0  22+)  bottles  and  in 
sachets  (£0  04+J. 

The  makers  are  offering  a  promotional 
allowance  to  chemists  during  the  sell-in 
period — lasting  until  the  end  of  August. 
There  is  point-of-sale  material  available, 
and  the  products  will  be  supported  by 
television  advertising  in  the  autumn 
(Reckitt  Products,  Reckitt  House,  Stone- 
ferry  Road,  Hill  HU8  8DD). 

OTC  medicinals 

'Wrap-around'  fingertip  bandages 

Form-Cut  self-adhesive  fingertip  bandages,  j 
previously  only  available  to  industry,  are 
now  being  introduced  to  the  retail  trade 
by  John  Church  Sales  Ltd.  The  "Wrap 
around"  design  of  Form-Cut  enables  the 
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user  to  cover  any  minor  fingertip  abrasion 
and  allows  air  to  pass  through  the  dressing 
pad  by  perforations  in  the  plastic.  The 
dressing  will  not  loosen  in  water  and  does 
not  leave  adhesive  marks  when  removed. 
The  product  comes  in  display  cards  of 
20  retail  packs  of  three  dressings  (£0  10) 
(John  Church  Sales  Ltd,  Main  Street, 
Offenham,  Worcs). 

Antiseptic  first-aid  spray 
From  August,  ICI  Ltd  are  introducing 
a  new  product  to  the  Avlex  range — 
Disphex  antiseptic  first-aid  spray.  It  is 
available  in  one  size  only — 55-g  aerosol 
(£0  69)  (Imperial  Chemical  Industries  Ltd, 
pharmaceuticals  division,  Alderley  Park, 
Macclesfield,  Ches  SK10  4TF). 

Contraception 

Durex  Fiesta  launch  prizes 

LR  Industries  are  launching  Fiesta 
coloured  condoms  with  trade  and  con- 
sumer competitions  carrying  prizes  valued 
at  almost  £10,000.  Both  competitions  are 
tied  in  with  the  Durex  Lola  formula  5000 
motor  racing  sponsorship. 

Fiesta  packs  are  vividly  coloured  and 
contain  six  extra-thin  lubricated  protec- 
tives  in  coral  pink,  black,  red,  green, 
turquoise  and  blue. 

LRI  contend  that  any  idea  that  coloured 
protectives  have  only  a  limited  appeal  is 
disproved   by  the   acceptance   of  Black 
Shadow  in  the  UK. 

Fiesta  is  being  supplied  in  outers  of  24 
packs  and  during  the  launch  period,  each 
outer  comes  with  a  backing  display  card 
promoting  the  consumer  competition  in 
which  the  first  prize  is  a  Ford  Escort  sport 
saloon.  An  entry  form  is  included  in  every 
pack.  Retailers  displaying  one  showcard 
qualify  for  a  prize  draw  in  which  there 
are  over  600  prizes,  ranging  from  days  out 
at  motor  race  meetings  with  Champagne 
lunches  to  car  care  kits  and  special  sets 
of  handkerchiefs  in  the  Fiesta  colours  to 
be  presented  in  store  to  the  winners.  There 
are  no  recommended  retail  prices,  but  the 
trade  price  for  Fiesta  (is  £6  per  gross  plus 
VAT),  is  the  same  as  for  Fetherlite, 
NuForm  and  Black  Shadow  (LR 
Industries,  Ltd,  North  Circular  Road, 
London  E4  8QA). 


Resorption 


OVOL  colic  drops 

Manufacturer  Carter-Wallace  Ltd,  Wear 
Bay  Road,  Folkestone,  Kent 
Description  Orange  suspension  containing 
dicyclomine  hydrochloride  lOmg  per  ml, 
dimethylpolysiloxane  40mg  per  ml 
Indications  Infant  colic 
Dosage  025  to  0  5ml  before  meals.  Can 
be  placed  directly  into  the  back  of  the 
mouth  by  dropper  or  mixed  with  a  small 
amount  of  food 

Side  effects  Mild  anticholinergic  reactions 
such  as  dry  mouth  or  thirst  and  dizziness 
have  occasionally  been  experienced  by 
susceptible  adults 

Packs  15ml  dropper  bottle  (£0  81  trade) 
Issued  July  1975 


Trade 
News 


Haliborange  200's  pack 

Allen  &  Hanburys  Ltd,  Bethnal  Green, 
London  E2  6LA,  introduce  an  "improved 
pack"  of  200  Haliborange  tablets.  The 
pack  is  a  single  Securitainer  in  a  carton 
in  a  similar  style  and  colour  to  the  exist- 
ing pack  which  it  replaces.  The  price 
structure  for  this  new  pack  is  unchanged. 
Existing  trade  stocks  of  the  old  pack  will 
not  be  replaced. 

Tryptizol  and  Sinemet  additions 

Merck  Sharp  &  Dohme  Ltd,  Hoddesdon, 
Herts  EN  11  9BU,  have  introduced  Tryp- 
tizol D5,  orange  slow  release  capsules 
marked  "MSD  649"  containing  amitripty- 
line  hydrochloride  75mg  (iOO,  £3  65  trade). 
Also  introduced  recently  were  Sinemet- 
100,  blue,  half-scored  oval  tablets  marked 
'"MSD  647"  containing  carbidopa  lOmg 
and  levodopa  lOOmg  (100,  £5  00). 

Special  diets  leaflet 

Robinson's  baby  foods  have  produced  a 
leaflet,  "In-born  errors  of  metabolism"  by 
Dr  A.  R.  N.  Gorrod,  that  recommends 
which  of  their  baby  foods  and  cereals  are 
suitable  for  babies  suffering  from  a  range 
of  metabolic  defects.  The  leaflet  has  been 
written  for  doctors,  nurses,  health  visitors, 
etc  and  is  available  from  box  BFL 
Carrow,  Norwich  NR1  2DD,  enclosing  a 
stamped,  addressed  envelope.  A  simplified 
version  of  the  leaflet  will  soon  be  available 
for  the  mothers  of  babies  needing  a 
special  diet. 

Baby  products  promotion 

A  long-term  promotion  for  their  chemist- 
only  ranges  of  Babymeals  is  now  being 
launched  by  Cow  &  Gate  Ltd,  Guildford, 
Surrey.  The  "mother  and  baby  club" 
offers  personalised  silver  plated  and  pot- 
tery gifts  for  babies  at  special  prices  plus 
12  Babymeals  labels.  At  present  six  gifts 
are  offered — a  silver  plated  teaspoon,  a 
pottery  feeding  bowl,  plate  and  mug,  a 
christening  cup  and  a  pottery  egg  cup. 
These  items  feature  nursery  pictures  with 
the  letters  of  the  alphabet  and  make  an 
attractive  matching  set. 

A  leaflet  has  been  produced  for  this 
promotion  and  there  is  a  booklet  carrying 
photographs    and    details    of   each  gift. 


A,D8ftdCth8«!«;st 
way 


Chemists  will  be  supplied  with  a  plastic 
wallet  which  holds  a  supply  of  leaflets 
and  has  a  self-adhesive  strip  so  that  it  can 
be  attached  to  a  shelf  in  the  baby  section 
for  mothers  to  help  themselves.  For  each 
order  received  a  replacement  leaflet  will 
be  sent  to  the  mother  so  that  she  can 
order  further  gifts. 

Stowaway  to  freedom 

Woman  passengers  leaving  Birmingham's 
Elmdon  airport  recently  were  given  free 
samples  of  the  new  Stowaway  fragrance 
range  from  Elida  Gibbs  Ltd,  PO  box 
1DY,  Portman  Square,  London  W1A 
1DY.  Passengers  leaving  on  a  Thomson 
Holiday  flight  were  chosen  because 
Thomson's  slogan  "Fly  away  to  freedom 
with  a  Thomson  holiday"  complements 
the  theme  of  the  range:  "Stowaway,  the 
essence  of  freedom." 

Free  Schick  blades  offer 

Free  blades  are  being  are  being  offered  to 
consumers  who  buy  Schick  Injector  razor 
blades  during  a  summer  promotion.  One 
extra  blade  will  be  inserted  into  every 
5-blade  Injector  and  two  extra  blades  will 
be  inserted  into  every  10-blade  Injector. 
Both  Injector  packs  will  retail  for  the 
usual  price.  The  offer  is  flashed  on  to 
the  pack  and  point-of-sale  material  and  is 
obtainable  from  Richard  Hudnut  Ltd, 
Eastleigh,  Hants  S05  3ZQ. 

Femfresh  promotion  packs 

"Extra  value"  packs  of  Femfresh  are 
currently  being  offered  to  consumers  by 
Crookes  Anestan  Ltd,  1  Thane  Road 
West,  Nottingham  NG2  3AA,  while  stocks 
last.  The  60-g  size  offers  75g  and  the 
120-g  can  will  offer  160g  for  the  usual 
retail  price.  A  ready-packed  display  outer 
containing  12  75g  aerosols  is  available. 

Extra  free  tablets 

Crookes  Anestan  Ltd,  12  Thane  Road 
West,  Nottingham  NG2  3AA,  are  pro- 
moting "extra  value"  packs  on  the  300 
and  650  packs  of  Hermesetas.  The  300 
pack  contains  50  free  Hermesetas  tablets, 
and  the  650  pack  contains  100  free 
tablets.  Colourful  merchandising  aids  are 
available  and  the  makers  are  supporting 
the  brand  with  magazine  advertising. 

Still  available 

Creme  Simon  (Distributors)  Ltd,  7  Lauder- 
dale Parade,  Lauderdale  Road,  London 
W9  1LU,  wish  to  point  out  that  supplies 

Continued  on  p138 
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of  Creme  Simon  and  Creme  Simon  MAT 
are  available.  Chemists  who  find  difficulty 
in  supply  should  contact  the  makers. 

Typhoid  vaccine  situation 

The  Wellcome  Foundation  l  td,  Temple 
Hill,  Dartford,  say  that  the  large  increase 
in  orders  for  typhoid  vaccine  had  been 
cleared  by  the  end  of  last  week.  However, 
typhoid,  paratyphoid  A  and  B  and  cholera 
vaccine  are  not  expected  to  be  available 
until  about  August  4,  a  small  amount  of 
TAB  and  tetanus  vaccine  is  available  and 
TAB  and  cholera  vaccine  is  expected  soon. 

Saccharin  from  Korea 

J.  C.  Gilbert  Ltd,  UCM  House  3  Swallow 
Place,  Princes  Street,  London  W1A  IBB, 
a  wholly  owned  subsidiary  of  United  City 
Merchants  Group,  have  been  appointed 
exclusive  UK  concessionaires  for  the  dis- 
tribution of  sodium  saccharin  450X  BP73 
and  saccharin  insoluble  550X  BP73  by 
Monnich  KG  of  Kassel,  who  are  the  sole 
European  agents  for  the  producers, 
Kumbuk  of  South  Korea.  Supplies  are 
available  from  UK  stock. 

Eye  drops  recall 

Evans  Medical  Ltd,  Speke,  Liverpool  L24 
9JD,  are  recalling  all  stocks  of  zinc 
sulphate  eye  drops,  batch  no  4L021,  and 
physostigmine  0.5  per  cent  eye  drops, 
batch  no  4L026,  as  the  labels  on  a  small 
number  of  bottles  may  have  been  trans- 
posed. They  should  be  returned  to  the 
supplier  for  credit. 

Rogue  offer 

Fassett  &  Johnson  Ltd,  Dawson  Road, 
Bletchley,  Milton  Keynes  MK1  1JT,  are 
offering  customers  a  Rogue  deodorant 
antiperspirant  free  with  every  purchase  of 
a  65cc  bottle  of  Rogue  aftershave.  A  point- 
of-sale  dispenser  featuring  the  offer  is 
obtainable  with  a  minimum  order  of 
2-dozen  aftershaves — plus  2-dozen  free 
antiperspirants. 

4711  range  new  look 

Cologne  Perfumery  Ltd,  Telford  Road, 
Basingstoke,  Hants,  have  repackaged  the 
4711  Original  eau  de  Cologne  range.  The 
Molanus     bottle     with     the  familiar 


New  point-of-sale  material  for  Gordon 
Moore's  cosmetic  toothpaste  and  nail 
polish  remover  includes  this  double 
display  unit  in  pink,  white  and  black 
containing  a  dozen  of  each  product 
from  Ashe  Laboratories  Ltd,  Kingston 
Road,  Leatherhead,  Surrey 


bemedalled  label  has  been  retained  but  is 
now  boxed  in  a  new  carton  with  a  "strong, 
simple  layout".  Bold,  upended  lettering  in 
gold  against  a  blue  background  retains  the 
house  colours  and  pack  identity  whilst 
"strengthening"  its  display  appeal. 

Repackaging  for  Belle  Blonde 

The  packs  for  Roja's  Belle  Blonde  cream 
hair  lightener  have  been  revised  to 
bring  the  product  into  line  with  the  pack- 
aging of  the  total  Belle  Colour  range,  by 
Golden  Ltd,  18  Bruton  Street,  London 
Wl.  A  picture  of  a  blonde  girl  forms  the 
background  to  the  front  and  sides  of  the 
pack  and  has  the  Belle  logo  style  super- 
imposed in  light  brown. 

Hosiery  sells  better  in  chemists 

After  four  years'  experience  in  the  UK, 
Boutique  77  Ltd,  Raans  Road,  Amersham, 
Bucks  HP6  6JT  report  that  chemists'  sales 
of  their  tights  exceed  grocers  in  terms  of 
both  units  and  profitability.  The  com- 
pany already  has  its  Opal  hosiery  range 
in  more  than  1,000  chemist  outlets  and 
they  are  preparing  for  further  penetration 
of  the  sector — stressing  that  Opal  includes 
a  four-size,  two-shade,  cosmetic  support 
tights  range  at  a  competitive  price  (£1  35). 
Independent  Chemists  Marketing  Ltd 
wholesalers  now  stock  the  range,  support- 
ing the  Boutique  77  rack  merchandising 
system  available  where  sales  warrant 
service  calls.  The  company  has  recently 
appointed  Mr  C.  W.  Hill  general  man- 
ager, with  Mr  E.  M.  Lennol  responsible 
for  pharmaceutical  business. 

Two  awards  for  Brobat  Bloo 

The  television  commercial  for  Brobat 
Bloo  by  Jeyes  UK  Ltd,  Brunei  Way,  Thet- 
ford,  Norfolk,  has  won  two  international 
advertising  awards  recently.  The  commer- 
cial was  one  of  10  commercials  which 
won  silver  lions  in  the  television  (Great 
Britain)  section  of  the  International 
Advertising  Festival,  in  Venice.  It  was 
also  nominated  best  entry  in  the  house- 
hold item  section  of  the  Clio  Awards 
Festival,  held  recently  in  New  York. 


August  Unichem  offers 

Unichem  Ltd,  Crown  House,  Morden, 
Surrey,  are  offering  the  following  pro- 
ducts at  reduced  rates  during  August: 
Anne  French  cleansing  milk;  Aquafresh; 
Body  Mist;  Brut  33  Splash-on  lotion; 
Brylcreem;  Elnett  hairspray;  Eno;  Germo- 
lene;  Golden  Babe  disposable  nappies; 
Johnson  &  Johnson  baby  oil;  Band-Aid; 
Kotex;  Midas  foam  bath;  Mum  Rollette 
and  refill;  SR;  Sunsilk  setting  lotion; 
Super  Matey;  Vosene;  Kemval  beauty 
things. 

Award  for  Sterling  Health 

Sterling  Health  Products,  Surbiton,  Surrey 
KT6  4PH,  have  received  the  silver 
award  from  the  Sales  Promotions  Execu- 
tives Association  for  their  holiday  first 
aid  guide  and  childhood  infectious 
diseases  indicators  produced  in  1974.  The 
holiday  first  aid  guide  was  inserted  in 
700,000  copies  of  Woman  and  Home  and 
the  childhood  infectious  diseases  indicator 
in  nearly  a  million  copies  of  Woman's 
Realm.  Both  carried  a  six-product  free 
sample  offer  for  Sterling  Health  brands. 

Azlon  safety  products 

Azlon  Products  Ltd,  Glyn  Street,  London 
SE11  5JG,  who  have  recently  changed 
their  name  from  Xlon  Products  Ltd,  have 
brought  out  a  new  range  of  safety  pro- 
ducts for  laboratory  use.  A  wall-mounted 
emergency  post  for  burns  (£430  trade) 
contains  two  refrigerant  spray  cans  in  a 
plastic  holder.  The  spray  gives  immediate 
temporary  relief  from  burns  where  the 
skin  is  unbroken.  Refills  are  available. 

A  similar  emergency  post  for  eye- 
washing  (£3  50  trade)  has  a  polystyrene 
wall-mounted  case  with  a  clear-plastic 
hinged  cover.  Two  bottles,  one  with  an 
eye-washing  tube,  are  supplied  for  filling 
with  distilled  water  and  another  bottle 
for  filling  with  a  proprietary  eye  lotion. 


on  TV 

next  week 

Ln — London;  M — Midland;  Lc — Lancashire; 
Y— Yorkshire;  Sc— Scotland;  WW— Wales  and 
West;  So — South;  NE— North-east;  A — Anglia; 
U — Ulster;  We— Westward;  B— Border; 
G — Grampian;  E — Eireann;  CI — Channel  Islands 

Anadin:  All  areas 

Alberto  Balsam  conditioner  and  sham- 
poo: All  except  B 

Alberto  V05  natural  PH  balance  sham- 
poo: All  except  B 
Anne  French:  Ln,  M,  Lc,  Y,  NE 
Immac:  All  except  E 
Lady  Grecian  2000:  All  except  U 
Macleans  toothpaste:  All  areas 
Maybelline  Shade  n  Shine:  Lc 
Mum:  All  areas 

Nivea  creme  and  liquid:  All  except  E 
Rinstead  pastilles:  All  areas 
Restoria:  Lu,  M,  So,  A,  U 
Scholl  footsprays:  Ln,  M,  Sc,  WW,  So, 

We,  B 

Supersoft  hairspray:  All  areas 
Super  Poli-Grip:  All  areas 
Tegrin:  Lc,  Sc,  WW,  We,  So,  CI. 
Wizard  solid  air  freshener:  So 
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Conference  pays 

a  return  visit 
to  Norwich 

Mr  Lionel  Coleman,  MPS,  looks  back  at  the  1868 
meeting  with  a  note  about  the  coming  gathering 
in  the  city,  September  7-12 

The  fifth  Conference  of  the  Society  was 
held  in  Norwich  in  August  1868,  the  first 
one  having  been  held  in  Newcastle  in 
1863,  then  at  Bath  in  1864,  Birmingham 
in  1865,  Nottingham  in  1866  and  in 
Dundee  in  1867.  The  notice  sent  out  to 
members  stated  that  the  President  of  the 
Conference  would  be  Mr  Daniel  Hanbury, 
FRS  and  said:  "The  attractions  of  the 
ancient  and  important  City  of  Norwich 
will,  we  trust,  induce  many  of  our  readers 
who  have  not  hitherto  attended  meetings 
of  the  Conference  to  swell  the  forthcoming 
gathering  of  pharmacists  and  chemists. 
The  City  contains  80,000  inhabitants.  Its 
noble  cathedral,  chiefly  Norman,  dates 
back  to  1096.  The  Castle,  the  churches,  the 
Guildhall,  St.  Andrew's  Hall  many  quaint 
picturesque  buildings,  and  the  geological 
features  and  archaeological  remains  in  the 
surrounding  districts,  combine  to  make 
Norwich  a  particularly  interesting  city." 
All  this  is  still  true,  as  well  as  many  other 
attractions,  and  those  coming  to  Norwich 
in  1975  will  have  much  to  see  of  interest, 
the  opening  and  closing  ceremonies  taking 
place  in  the  lovely  old  Monastic  St 
Andrew's  Hall  referred  to  above. 


HI  I 


important  city 

Norwich,  once  the  second  city  of  the 
realm,  must  still  have  been  an  important 
city  for  the  Society  to  bring  its  fifth  Con- 
ference here.  No  fewer  than  twenty  of 
the  chemists  and  druggists  in  Norwich 
were  members  of  the  Society,  three  of 
them  having  been  founder  members.  It 
would  appear  that  all  the  local  members 
combined  to  form  the  local  conference 
committee. 

The  Conference  was  opened  in  St 
Andrews  Lecture  Room,  a  building  quite 
close  to  St  Andrew's  Hall,  by  Mr  Daniel 
Hanbury,  who  reviewed  in  a  wide-ranging 
address  the  work  done  by  various  investi- 
gators on  the  properties  of  vegetable  drugs 
and  their  cultivation  in  various  parts  of 
the  world.  He  especially  mentioned  the 
work  of  Dr  Harly  on  conium,  hyoscyamus, 
and  belladonna,  the  cultivation  of  cinch- 
ona in  India  and  of  calumba  in  Mauritius, 
drawing  attention  to  the  very  fine  sample 
of  calumba  root  in  the  exhibition.  He  also 
mentioned  the  work  on  the  extraction  and 
purification  of  alkaloids  and  concluded  by 
thanking  the  Norwich  members  for  their 
hospitality.  The  vote  of  thanks  was  moved 
by  Mr  Cubitt,  the  oldest  Norwich  chemist 
and  one  of  the  three  founder  members, 
and  seconded  by  Mr  Octavious  Corder, 


Norwich 
Cathedral — a 
familiar 
landmark  for 
visitors 

another  Norwich  chemist  who  was  to 
become  one  of  the  Society's  examiners. 

The  secretary  of  the  Conference  was 
Mr  Francis  Sutton,  a  founder  member  of 
the  Society  of  Analysts,  and  who  started 
the  firm  of  Francis  Sutton,  Analysts,  of 
Redwell  Street,  Norwich,  who  became 
county  analysts  and  whose  successors  still 
hold  this  position.  Some  of  the  older 
Norwich  chemists  still  remember  the 
original  laboratory  in  Redwell  Street 
which  somewhat  resembled  that  of  an 
alchemist,  and  from  which  they  obtained 
necessary  supplies  of  chemicals  for  experi- 
ments at  home.  An  assistant  secretary  was 
Mr  A.  J.  Caley  who  in  the  laboratory 
behind  his  chemist  shop  in  London  Street 
experimented  in  the  manufacture  of 
mineral  water  and  chocolate,  and  who 
later  started  the  firm  of  A.  J.  Caley  &  Son, 
now  part  of  the  Rowntree  Mackintosh 
Group.  His  partner  was  the  Mr  Octavius 
Corder  mentioned  above,  who  carried  on 
the  pharmacy  when  A.  J.  Caley  left  to 
build  his  chocolate  factory. 

The  Conference  papers  dealt  mostly 
with  drugs  of  vegetable  origin,  their  culti- 
vation, preparation,  and  assay,  but  con- 
siderable time  was  taken  up  with  a 
discussion  of  the  new  Pharmacy  Act  which 
had  been  passed  by  Parliament  in  July 
1868,  and  which  prohibited  the  use  of  the 
title  "Pharmacist"  by  other  than  members 
of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  or  those 
who  could  prove  that  they  had  been 
dispensing  doctors'  prescriptions  for  some 
years  previous  to  the  passing  of  the  Act. 
Mr  J.  de  Carle  Smith,  then  principal  of 
the  well-known  wholesalers  Smith  &  Sons, 
of  Magdalen  Street,  Norwich,  moved  the 
following  resolution: 

"That  is  is  desirable  that  there  should 
be  some  public  recognition  of  the 
services    rendered   to   the   cause  of 


pharmaceutical    education,    and  the 
improvement   of   the   status   of  the 
profession    by    Mr    George  Webb 
Sandford,  president  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  to  whose  constant  and 
careful  devotion  the  passing  of  the 
Pharmacy   Act    1868  is  in   a  great 
measure  due." 
This  was  carried  with  acclamation.  Mr 
Sandford  was  unfortunately  unable  to  be 
at   the   Conference,   but   sent   his  good 
wishes.  In  the  discussion  Mr  Carterghie 
explained    various     points,    while  Mr 
Brembridge,  secretary  and  registrar,  re- 
ported how  the  Act  would  affect  members. 
This  important  and  far-reaching  piece  of 
legislation  set  the  pattern  of  pharmacy  for 
years  to  come.  The  final  papers  were  by 
Mr  W.  W.  Stoddart  of  Bristol— "Honey 
— its  formation  and  changes"  and  "Lemon 
Juice  and  it  adulterations". 

During  the  intervals  members  were  able 
to  have  a  Colemans  extract  of  meat 
biscuit  washed  down  with  a  draught  of 
Mr  Caley's  excellent  mineral  water. 

Exhibition 

An  exhibition  of  drugs,  chemicals  and 
apparatus  had  been  admirably  arranged 
by  members  of  the  local  committee  in  an 
outer  room.  W.  J.  Coleman  &  Co.  ex- 
hibited Liebigs  extract  of  beef  together 
with  their  own  meat  extracts  (which  later 
were  to  be  used  in  the  manufacture  of 
Wincarnis).  No  doubt  members  could 
again  sample  their  meat  extract  biscuits  if 
they  had  not  had  their  fill  during  the  inter- 
vals. Messrs  Heron,  Squire  and  Francis 
showed  BP  preparations,  Messrs  Howard 
&  Sons  their  fine  chemicals,  the  British 
Seaweed  Co  iodine  and  its  salts,  and  Mr 

Continued  on  p1 40 
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Caley    his    mineral    waters.    Mr  Sutton 
showed   burettes,   measures   etc.,  Harvey 
Reynolds  of  Leeds  clinical  thermometers, 
and  Evans  &  Lescher  a  capsule  filling  tap, 
Doulton  &  Watts  showed  stoneware  for 
pharmaceutical  use. 
To  quote  from  a  contemporary  report: 
"Two  novelties  for  babies  complete 
the  list  and  a  happy  new  era  has 
dawned  for  them  and  their  nurses  if 
a    dose    of    castor    oil    or  Gregory 
Powder  can  be  safely  smuggled  into 
their  stomachs  while  they  are  asleep 
.  .  .  the  apparatus  introduced  by  Mr 
Proctor  of  Newcastle  consisted  of  a 
graduated    measure    with  boxwood 
cork  through  which  passed  a  bent 
glass  tube  with  a  teat,  and  reached  to 
the  bottom  of  the  flask.  Through  this 
it  is  said  that  children  will  instinc- 
tively suck  any  liquid  without  showing 
too  much  curiosity  as  to  its  nature.  A 
leech  bite  teat  joined  to  a  feeding 
bottle  by  a  German  silver  cap  was 
also  shown." 
The   evening   of  Tuesday,   August  18, 
saw  the  whole  company  sat  down  to  a 
dinner  at  the  Royal  Hotel  at  the  invitation 
of  the  Norwich  members.  The  chairman 
was  Mr  R.  Fitch,  FGS,  FSA,  vice-president 
of  the  Conference  and  at  that  time  Sheriff 
of  Norwich.  This  Mr  Fitch  must  have 
been  one  of  the  most  prominent  Norwich 
pharmacists  of  the  century,  for  apart  from 
being  a  magistrate  he  was  honorary  cur- 
ator of  the  Norwich  Castle  Museum  and  a 
Fellow  of  the  Geological  Society.  In  the 
Castle    Museum    there    is    still    a  Fitch 
collection  of  flint  instruments  and  a  Fitch 
Room,  payment  for  which  was  provided 
in    his    will.    His    business,    Fitch  and 
Chambers,  must  have  been  one  of  the 
oldest  chemist  shops  in  the  city,  for  it  was 
here  in  the  very  early  1800's  that  the  first 
of  the  four  Joseph  de  Carle  Smiths  was 
apprenticed  for  seven  years  before  found- 
ing the  well-known  wholesale  chemists  in 
Magdalen  Street,  Norwich.  Mr  Fitch  pro- 
posed the  toast  "Success  to  the  British 
Pharmaceutical     Conference",    and  Mr 
Daniel  Hanbury,  when  replying,  likened 
the  Conference  to  a  swarm  of  locusts  but 
admitted  that  its  descent  on  a  town  had 
never  been  regarded  by  its  inhabitants  as 
a  calamity.  He  added  that  Norwich  con- 
tained many  earnest  workers  for  the  cause 
of  pharmaceutical  progress.  The  toast  to 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society  was  replied  to 
by  the  vice-president,  Mr  H.  S.  Evans. 

Just  previous  to  the  Conference  many 
letters  had  appeared  in  the  pharmaceutical 
Press  in  response  to  a  letter  from  a  mem- 
ber concerning  the  "Relation  of  remunera- 
tion to  pharmaceutical  responsibility".  A 
discussion  took  place  concerning  which  the 
Chemist  and  Druggist  observer  said  :  "The 
result  may  be  stated  thus.  The  druggist 
and  not  the  public  is  to  blame  for  the 


diluted  tariff.  Secondly,  for  a  man  to 
ignore  his  previous  training,  its  expense 
and  the  reasonable  advantages  it  should 
offer;  to  reap  nothing  from  these  mental 
qualifications  which  form  part  of  his  stock 
and  fixtures,  but  on  the  contrary  to  vend 
dangerous  compounds,  the  preparation  of 
which  demands  time  and  skill,  at  no 
higher  standard  of  remuneration  than  thai 
of  a  grocer  would  claim  for  figs,  is  a 
proceeding  worthy  of  Colney  Hatch." 

The  writer  concludes:  "All  things  must 
end — this  pleasant  gathering  is  now 
numbered  with  the  past.  To  many  a  hard- 
working pharmacist  it  was  a  week  of 
happiness,  of  bright  and  social  intercourse 
and  much  instruction.  And  while  with  a 
tinge  of  sadness  we  left  behind  the  ancient 
city  and  its  venerable  associations,  we 
were  gladdened  by  the  thought  of  friend- 
ships gained — etc.  etc." 

So  ended  the  1868  Conference — not  to 
come  to  Norwich  again  for  one  hundred 
and  seven  years.  The  local  Press,  only 
published  weekly  at  that  time,  gave  a  full 
report  together  with  news  of  the  British 
Association  meeting  to  take  place  in  the 
City  the  following  week  and  of  the 
impending  general  election. 

And  so  to  1975 

Returning  to  Norwich  in  1975,  the  Con- 
ference is  still  a  forum  for  discussion  of 
pharmacy  practice  and  science.  Its  status 
is  confirmed  by  the  address  to  be  given 
by  the  Secretary  of  State  for  Social  Ser- 
vices, Mrs  Barbara  Castle,  on  the  opening 
day,  and  by  the  presence  as  principal 
guests  at  the  banquet  of  Sir  John 
Richardson,  president  of  the  General 
Medical  Council,  and  Clement  Freud,  MP. 

Ninety-one  science  contributions  are  to 
be  presented,  while  the  professional  topics 


Drug  misuse  and  dependence  is  one  of 
the  Medical  Research  Council's  "priority" 
areas  for  support,  according  to  the 
Council's  annual  report  1974-1975  pub- 
lished on  Tuesday  (HM  Stationery  Office, 
£2-75). 

Discussing  the  development  of  the 
MRC's  scientific  policy,  the  report  states 
that  an  increasing  amount  of  potentially 
worthwhile  biomedical  research  is  compet- 
ing for  support  and  it  is  the  Council's 
task  both  to  work  towards  practical 
ebjectives  and  to  use  its  funds  to  main- 
tain all  the  biomedical  sciences  in  a  healthy 
state.  That  requires  selectivity  in  the  sup- 
port of  research,  which  in  turn  depends 
upon  a  system  of  priorities. 

Such  priorities  fall  into  three  categories. 
First,  because  of  their  social  importance, 
the  Council  wishes  to  keep  some  health 
problems  under  continuing  review  even 
though  no  opportunities  for  major  new 
research  initiatives  may  immediately  arise. 
At  present  this  group  includes  arterial 
disease,  environmental  factors  in  disease, 
mental  health  and  microbial  disease. 

In  the  second  group,  the  Council  is 
trying  to  expand  appropriate  research  on 
certain  problems,  since  there  appears  to 
be  both  the  need  and  opportunity  to  take 
positive  steps.  These  are  cancer,  deaf- 
ness, drug  misuse  and  dependence 
particularly  in  relation  to  smoking  and 
alcoholism,  and  population  problems. 


JBk  BPCm 

The  1975  Conference  emblem 

include  European  legislation  and  the 
industry,  pharmacy  practice  in  Sweden 
and  the  role  of  area  pharmaceutical 
officers.  Discussion  forums  concentrating 
on  analysis,  microbiology,  and  tabletting 
and  encapsulation,  plus  a  symposium  on 
medicaments  for  topical  application,  com- 
plete the  scientific  programme — though  all 
Conference  members  are  sure  to  appre- 
ciate the  lecture  by  Sir  Douglas  Black, 
chief  scientist,  Department  of  Health,  on 
research  relating  to  illness  and  social 
deprivation. 

Norwich  itself  comes  in  for  some  study 
in  the  history  session,  but  will  be  social 
host  to  members  with  a  civic  reception 
in  the  Castle  Museum  and  of  course  there 
are  many  optional  excursions  to  places  of 
local  and  pharmaceutical  interest — includ- 
ing the  world  famous  Broads  which  are 
the  venue  for  the  main  Conference 
excursion. 

As  in  1868,  then,  a  week  we  hope  will 
be  remembered  with  pleasure  by  all. 
Further  Conference  details  and  application 
forms  are  available  from  Miss  S.  Y. 
Harris,  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great 
Britain,  17  Bloomsbury  Square,  London 
WC1A  2NN. 


The  third  priority  area  for  the  Council 
is  disciplines  in  which  it  wishes  to  encour- 
age an  increase  in  trained  investigators 
where  research  workers  are  not  sufficient 
for  current  needs.  One  such  discipline  is 
clinical  pharmacology. 

Other  points  from  the  report  include: 

□  A  programme  grant  has  been  awarded 
to  Professor  D.  C.  Burke,  University  of 
Warwick,  for  research  on  the  control  of 
interferon  production: 

□  A  conference  on  dietary  fibre  last  year 
suggested  clinical  trials  be  carried  out  to 
test  the  efficacy  of  fibre  or  bulking  agents 
compared  with  conventional  laxatives  in 
the  elderly,  and  to  assess  the  therapeutic 
value  of  fibre  or  bulking  agents  in 
patients  suffering  from  diverticular  disease 
and  haemmorrhoids; 

□  A  programme  grant  has  been  awarded 
to  Dr  P.  A.  Mayes,  Royal  Veterinary 
College,  for  experimental  investigations 
on  the  regulation  by  the  liver  of  lipids 
and  lipoprotein  metabolism — both  the 
basic  mechanisms  and  the  effects  of  drugs 
and  hormones; 

□  The  Council's  Physiological  Systems 
and  Disorders  Board  has  recommended 
that  a  policy  of  positive  action  and 
initiative  should  be  pursued  with  regard 
to  microbiological  investigation  of  dental 
caries,  epidemiological  studies  (particu- 
larly of  periodontal  disease  and  caries) 
and  the  study  of  soft  oral  tissue. 
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for  a  quality  container 
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Beatson,Clark&Co.Ltd., 
Rotherham,  South  Yorkshire  S602AA 
Tel:  0709  79141.Telex:  54329. 


We  know  how  to  keep 
their  hands  off  your  things. 

It  happens  all  the  time.  Specially  to  the  small  shop  owners  who 
can't  afford  the  elaborate  closed  circuit  TV  systems  that  most  large 
stores,  supermarkets  and  department  stores  have  these  days. 

Now,  Dixons  Technical  can  help  put  an  end  to  shoplifting  in  your 
shop  because  we  know  how  to  discourage  it.  Simply.  Easily.  And  most 
important  of  all,  economically.  For  under  £275  you  could  have  a 
surveillance  system,  which  includes  a  camera  and  monitor  set-up, 
ideal  for  you.  Or  you  could  lease  a  whole  system  for  only  3  Op  a  day, 
including  full  service  on  both  parts  and  labour. 

Once  a  would-be  shoplifter  sees  you're  covered,  she  (or  for  that 
matter  he)  will  move  on  without  nicking  a  thing.  And  that's  something 
that  has  been  proved  many  times. 

With  our  surveillance  equipment,  you  can  stand  at  your  till  and 
watch  everything  that's  going  on.  You'll  more  than  likely  make  up  the 
price  of  the  system  before  the  year  is  out.  You  can't  afford  not  to 
install  one  of  Dixons  Technical  Surveillance  Systems. 

Today  get  in  touch  with  Jon  Catten  our  Security  Systems  Sales 
Manager.  Phone  now,  or  send  in  this  coupon  before  you  lose  another 
penny. 


To:  Dixons  Technical  Ltd 

I 3  Soho  Square  London  W1  Tel  01-437  8811 
Please  send  me  complete  details  of  Dixons  Technical 
Surveillance  Systems. 
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Overseas  news 


Pharmacy  distribution  in 
South  Africa  criticised 

The  Pharmaceutical  Society  in  South 
Africa  has  at  last  acknowledge  perhaps 
the  most  serious  problem  facing  the  pro- 
fession— the  maldistribution  of  the  2,000 
registered  retail  pharmacists  throughout 
the  country.  It  has  set  up  an  executive 
committee  to  look  into  the  matter.  At 
present  most  of  the  200  new  White 
pharmacists  registering  with  the  Pharm- 
acy Board  each  year  set  themselves  up 
for  business  in  the  urban  areas  where  the 
need  is  comparatively  small.  For  example, 
Mr  Reuben  Birin,  the  outgoing  president 
of  the  Society,  says  that  in  one  outlying 
area  of  the  Western  Cape,  with  a  Black 
population  of  one  million,  there  are  only 
17  pharmacists.  Until  this  imbalance  is 
righted  there  can  be  little  justification  for 
the  Society's  condemnation — at  its  recent 
Port  Elizabeth  congress — of  so-called 
trading  doctors  who  dispense  medicines. 
The  pharmacists  allege  that  these  doctors 
cut  into  the  business  of  dispensing 
pharmacists,  but  in  most  areas — largely 
rural — where  this  is  general  practice, 
there  simply  are  not  enough  pharmacies 
to  pick  up  the  slack. 

At  the  same  time  the  pharmacists  are 
buffeted  with  fears  of  competition  from 
supermarkets.  However,  the  Pharmacy 
Act  of  1974  would  seem  to  close  that 
door — providing,  as  it  does,  that  no  new 
corporate  bodies  can  be  registered  to  go 
into  the  retail  prescription  dispensing 
business.  Basically,  though,  the  problem 
of  the  pharmacy  business  is  less  one  of 
competition  than  the  balance  of  medicine 
availability  throughout  the  country.  While 
the  Society's  establishment  of  an  execu- 
tive committee  to  study  this  topic  is 
welcomed,  urgent  action  is  necessary. 
Especialiv  regrettable  is  the  mimscule 
number  of  Black  pharmacists  registering 
with  the  Board  each  year.  Since  1970  the 
yearly  average  has  been  three. 

Five-year  controversy  over 
labelling  to  be  settled? 

The  US  Food  and  Drug  Administration 
are  to  hold  a  public  hearing  next  month 
to  help  resolve  a  five-year  controversy 
over  the  labelling  of  oral  antidiabetic 
drugs. 

A  proposal  published  by  the  FDA 
earlier  this  month,  would  require  a  warn- 
ing on  labels  of  such  drugs  that  there 
may  be  an  increased  risk  of  cardio- 
vascular death  in  diabetics  treated  with 
the  oral  drugs  compared  to  those  treated 
by  diet  alone  or  by  diet  and  insulin.  The 
labels  would  have  to  state  that  oral  drugs 
are  indicated  only  in  people  whose  symp- 
toms or  blood  sugar  cannot  be  controlled 
by  diet  and  in  whom  insulin  cannot  be 
used.  The  proposals  also  emphasise  that 
the  patient  should  participate   with  his 


doctor  in  the  decision  to  use  the  drugs. 

FDA  first  proposed  'abelling  changes 
for  oral  hypoglycaemic  drugs  in  1970, 
based  on  the  findings  of  a  clinical  study 
undertaken  by  the  University  Group 
Diabetes  Programme — a  study  involving 
12  university  medical  centres  and  more 
than  1,000  patients.  During  the  course  of 
the  study,  which  started  in  1961,  patients 
on  tolbutamide  were  found  to  have  twice 
as  high  a  death  rate  due  to  cardio- 
vascular causes  as  those  treated  with 
insulin  or  diet  alone,  and  later  phen- 
formin  was  also  found  to  have  increased 
cardiovascular  mortality. 

In  1971  a  group  of  physicians  known 
as  the  Committee  on  the  Care  of  the 
Diabetic  attempted  to  get  FDA  to  rescind 
its  warning  labelling  proposals,  maintain- 
ing the  study  was  an  inadequate  basis  for 
FDA's  requirements.  Because  of  the 
controversy,  which  became  protracted,  the 
National  Institute  of  Health  decided  to 
obtain  an  additional  independent  review 
of  the  study  from  the  Biometric  Society 
— an  international  organisation  of  bio- 
statisticians.  In  February  of  this  year,  the 
Society  stated  the  criticisms  were  "unper- 
suasive"  and  it  remained  with  the  pro- 
ponents of  oral  hypoglycaemics  to  conduct 
scientifically  adequate  studies  to  justify 
the  continued  use  of  such  agents.  FDA 
hope  the  hearing  into  the  new  proposals 
will  help  to  resolve  the  dispute. 

V\festminster 
report 

Chemists'  income 

Mr  James  Sillars  asked  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  if  it  was  intended  that  the 
powers  outlined  in  the  White  Paper  would 
ensure  that  the  incomes  of  chemists, 
opticians  and  sub-postmasters  would  not 
increase  by  more  than  £6  per  week.  Mr 
Edmund  Dell,  Postmaster  General,  replied: 
"The  Government  will  limit  that  part  of 
the  income  of  these  groups  which  is  based 
on  a  negotiated  notional  salary  in  accord- 
ance with  the  new  policy  and  will  assume 
for  the  purpose  of  reimbursing  expenses 
that  the  policy  is  also  applied  to  the  staff 
which  they  employ." 

VAT  exemption  limit 

When  Mr  Cordle  asked  whether  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  would  now 
introduce  legislation  to  lift  the  £5,000  tax 
exemption  for  VAT  so  as  to  take 
currency  depreciation  into  account,  Mr 
Robert  Sheldon,  financial  secretary  to  the 
Treasury,  replied  in  a  written  Commons 
answer,  "I  have  noted  the  hon  Member's 
suggestion." 

Hearing  aids  supply 

Supply  of  the  new  behind-the-ear  hearing 
aid  under  the  National  Health  Service 
is  to  be  extended  from  September  1  to 
students  and  employed  people,  with  "dis- 
cretion for  individual  cases  of  exceptional 
need."  This  information  was  given  in  a 
written  Commons  answer  from  Mr  Alfred 
Morris,  under  secretary  for  the  disabled. 


□  Mr  Alan  Williams,  Minister  for  Prices 
and  Consumer  Protection,  said  on  Mon- 
day that  electrical  appliances  would  be  the 
subject  of  a  safety  regulation  which  his 
Department  hoped  to  lay  before  Parlia- 
ment before  the  recess.  It  was  also 
planned  to  issue  a  consultative  document 
or.  the  safety  of  consumer  products. 

Advance  information 

Chelsea  College,  University  of  London,  Manresa 
Road,  London  SW3  6LX  on  September  22,  at  7.30 
pin.  Presentation  to  mark  retirement  of  Mr  D.  C. 
Harrod,  BSc,  FPS,  FLS.  Apply  to  Professor  E.  J. 
Shellard  for  invitation  ticket. 


Strength  in  numbers 

Colleagues,  how  long  are  you  all  going  to 
allow  apathy  to  rule  your  lives?  I  do  not 
believe  that  95  per  cent  of  all  contractors 
are  satisfied  with  the  present  system  of 
communication,  consultation  and  remun- 
eration within  the  National  Health  Service 
as  it  pertains  to  pharmacy.  We  of 
Counterbalance  Ltd  are  endeavouring  to 
improve  all  aspects  of  National  Health 
Service,  but  to  do  it  we  must  have  your 
wholehearted  support. 

It  has  been  commented  that  if  we 
"show  our  teeth"  contractors  will  join  us. 
Unfortunately  the  exact  converse  applies. 
Unless  you  join  us  we  cannot  show  our 
teeth.  Our  strength  lies  in  our  numbers. 

Stir  yourselves  ladies  and  gentlemen! 
Discard  your  apathy-  Dig  out  our  mem- 
bership application  card  and  send  it  off 
with  your  cheque  today.  By  helping  us 
you  are  helping  yourselves  to  a  better 
future  for  pharmacy. 

D.  M.  Blake 

Treasurer,  Counterbalance  Ltd 
12  Upper  Marlborough  Road 
St.  Albans,  Herts  AL1  3BN 


solve  your  -  problems 

Oiney  bros  offer  you  a  full 
and  comprehensive  service 
covering  all  aspects  for 
your  trade. 

details  from;  olney  brosltd. 

jado  house, 
northbridge  road, 
berkhamsted,  herts.HP41EG. 

5417-9 
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Company 
News 


'Things  are  not  going  to 
be  too  easy'  say  Boots 


Boots  Co  Ltd  have  made  "a  fair  start"  to 
the  current  financial  year,  and  both  group 
sales  and  home  retail  sales  for  the  first 
quarter  were  up  25  per  cent  on  the  same 
period  last  year,  the  chairman,  Dr  G.  I. 
Hobday,  told  the  annual  meeting. 

Dr  Hobday  also  told  shareholders  he 
hoped  that  the  Government,  in  its  new 
deflationary  measures,  would  take  into 
account  more  fairly  than  did  the  present 
regulations,  the  problems  of  retailers. 

"We  trust  that  the  voices  of  the  Retail 
Consortium  and  of  the  Confederation  of 
British  Industry  will  be  listened  to  with 
o  less  attention  by  those  concerned  than 
he  stentorian  voice  of  the  TUC,  so  that 
hose  who  contribute  to  our  society,  no 
ess  than  do  the  trade  unions,  can  take 
proper  share  in  determining  our  future," 
he  stated. 

With  the  implications  of  the  White 
Paper  still  being  considered,  Dr  Hobday 
[said  he  could  not  yet  estimate  its  full 
impact  on  the  company.  It  had  made  it 
even  more  difficult  than  last  year  to  fore- 
:ast  the  outcome  of  the  current  year's 
trading.  "Certainly  things  are  not  going 
to  be  easy  for  us,"  he  said. 

The  proposals  for  the  authorised  capital 
to  be  increased  from  £50m  to  £100m  and 
one-for-one  scrip  issue  for  ordinary 
Shareholders  (C&D,  May  24,  p710)  were 
approved  at  an  extraordinary  meeting 
following  the  annual  meeting. 

{Kodak  planning  long-term 
(expansion  near  Nottingham 

^n  outline  planning  application  to 
develop  350,OOOsq  ft  of  light  industrial 
building  on  a  230-acre  site  at  Annesley — 
some  15  miles  north  of  Nottingham — will 
be  lodged  at  the  end  of  this  month  by 
Kodak  Ltd  as  the  first  phase  in  a  long- 
term  development  of  the  site  by  the 
:ompany. 

The  application  will  show  that  the 
company  proposes  to  develop  the  site  on 
:he  campus  principle  in  order  to  mini- 
mise the  effect  on  the  surrounding  locality 
ind  to  provide  a  working  environment 
more  in  keeping  with  that  likely  to 
become  the  norm  in  the  next  century. 

CIBA-Geigy's  half-year 
worldwide  sales 


amounted  to  Sfrl,226m  against  Sfrl,262m 
in  the  first  half  of  1974  and  Ilford  group 
(including  Cretag)  to  Sfr235m  (Sfr240m). 

Since  no  rapid  or  lasting  improvement 
in  the  foreign  exchange  and  economic 
situations  can  be  expected  at  present,  the 
prospects  for  1975  must  be  judged  with 
reserve,  the  directors  state. 

Eli  Lilly  record  first  half 

Second  quarter  worldwide  sales  of  Eli 
Lilly  &  Co,  Indianapolis,  USA,  totalled 
$3123m  against  $284  3m  for  the  similar 
period  in  1974.  Estimated  net  income  for 
the  quarter  was  $47  4m,  or  69  cents  a 
share  compared  with  $466m  or  68  cents 
a  share  previously.  For  the  first  six 
months  of  1975,  consolidated  sales  were 
at  the  record  level  of  S665  lm  ($597  7m) 
for  the  first  half  last  year.  Each  of  the 
company's  major  marketing  groups — 
pharmaceuticals,  agricultural  and  indus- 
trial products,  and  cosmetics — contributed 
to  the  record  sales,  said  Mr  R.  D.  Wood, 
chairman  of  the  Lilly  board. 

Cyanamid  record  exports 

Cyanamid  of  Great  Britain  Ltd  achieved 
record  exports  of  £95m  in  the  financial 
year  1974,  65  per  cent  higher  than  in 
1973.  This  marked  the  first  time  that 
exports  exceeded  the  level  of  UK  sales. 
Managing  director,  Mr  Michael  Peretz, 
reporting  on  the  1974  results,  said  that 
all  the  operating  divisions  had  made  sales 
gains,  with  the  agricultural  and  medical 
divisions  reporting  a  32  per  cent  increase, 
and  industrial  products  a  59  per  cent 
increase.  Total  1974  turnover  rose  38  per 
cent  to  £18  2m.  Profits  after  tax,  however, 
rose  only  17  per  cent.  Mr  Peretz  warned 
that  a  further  improvement  in  profit  levels 
must  be  achieved  to  maintain  adequate 
investment.  Over  the  five  years  1970-1974 
the  company's  new  capital  investment  in 
the  UK  totalled  £3  3m.  Over  the  same 
period,  numbers  employed  by  the  com- 
pany rose  from  900  to  1,300. 

Briefly 

TT  Wholesale  have  moved  to  2a  Churchill 
Road,  London  NW2  (telephone:  01-459 
0645). 

Gillette  Co,  Boston,  USA:  For  the  six 
months  ended  June  30,  1975,  sales  rose 
15  per  cent  to  $670  66m.  Pretax  income 
was  £73  92m,  down  10  per  cent  from  the 
same  period  in  the  prior  year. 
Having  been  producing  100  tons  of 
sulphuric  acid  a  day,  the  sulphuric  acid 
plant  in  the  Staveley  Chemicals  group 
complex  at  Chesterfield  has  been  closed 
due  to  the  economic  situation  but  it  could 
be  back  in  production  within  about  a  year 
if  demand  increases. 


Appointments 


Regent  Laboratories  Ltd  have  appointed 
Mr  Glyn  I.  James  to  the  board  in  the 
position  of  commercial  director. 

Radiol  Chemicals  Ltd  have  appointed 
Miss  J.  Neely  their  sales  representative 
for  Northern  Ireland. 
Wotan:  Following  the  consolidation  of 
Wotan  Photos  within  Ihe  Wotan  Lamps 
group  at  Merton,  Mr  Stan  Moss,  35,  has 
been  appointed  sales  manager  of  the 
photographic  division.  Mr  Moss  was 
formerly  areas  sales  manager  for  Wotan 
general  lighting. 

Knox  Laboratories  Ltd:  Reorganisation 
of  the  sales  and  marketing  departments 
has  resulted  in  the  following  new  manage- 
ment structure — sales  manager,  Mr  R. 
Mulryne;  promotions  manager,  Mr  G. 
Rickard;  field  sales  supervisor  (Oral-B 
products),  Mrs  M.  Debenham;  product 
managers,  Mr  D.  A.  Cadman  and  Mr  I. 
Marath;  sales  service  administrator,  Mrs 
M.  P.  Tate. 


Butlers  of  Reading  celebrate 
pharmacy  centenary 

The  oldest  pharmacy  in  Reading  celebrates 
its  centenary  this  year.  Known  locally  as 
"Butler  the  Chemist",  it  was  opened  at 
what  is  now  195  London  Road,  in  1875. 
The  proprietorship  was  taken  over  shortly 
afterwards  by  Benjamin  Herridge  Butler. 
He  was  one  of  the  sons  of  Charles  Butler, 
the  founder  of  the  wine  and  spirits  mer- 
chants business  which  is  still  in  Chatham 
Street  after  150  years.  Charles  was  at  one 
time  chairman  of  the  board  of  guardians 
and  a  prominent  figure  in  the  Reading 
of  those  days.  He  had  the  privilege  of 
naming  several  streets  in  west  Reading 
after  some  of  his  children.  The  names  of 
William  Street,  George  Street  and 
Caroline  Street  will  be  familiar  to  many 
local  people. 

Benjamin  H.  Butler  served  his  pharma- 
ceutical apprenticeship  with  Bradley  & 
Bliss,  who  at  that  time  had  a  pharmacy 
in  the  Market  Place.  After  the  first  world 
war,  he  was  joined  by  his  oldest  surviving 
son,  Charles,  who  had  by  then  qualified 
as  a  pharmacist.  His  only  daughter  also 
entered  the  business  and  served  as  a 
dispenser  for  many  years. 

The  youngest  son,  John  Robertson, 
returned  to  Reading  in  1932  from 
London,  where  he  had  been  employed  at 
Allen  &  Hanbury's  in  Vere  Street,  and 
soon  after,  his  older  brother  Charles  set 
up  The  Southern  Counties  Photographic 
Service  in  Northfield  Road.  On  his 
father's  death  in  1945,  John  R.  Butler 
took  over  the  proprietorship  of  the 
business  at  London  Road  and  since  1950, 
there  has  been  a  branch  at  534  Northum- 
berland Avenue.  He  has  now  been  joined 
by  his  son  Charles  Powys  and  thus  the 
continuity  of  the  family  business  is 
assured.  Incidentally,  Charles'  wife,  Mary, 
is  also  a  pharmacist. 

The  staff  and  family  celebrated  the 
firm's  centenary  at  a  party  on  July  19. 
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Market 
News 

In  the  doldrums 

London,  July  23:  Under  the  influence  of 
the  holiday  season  trading  in  all  sectors 
of  the  market  was  in  the  doldrums.  Any 
business  transacted  appeared  to  be 
restricted  to  small  parcels  of  com- 
modities to  meet  immediate  needs. 
Considering  this  lack  of  interest  there 
were  a  large  number  of  price  changes, 
albeit  small  in  value,  among  crude  drugs. 
Lower  were  most  nalsams,  cascara, 
gentian,  lemon  peel,  Russian  liquorice 
root,  senega  and  squill.  Brazilian  men- 
thol was  slightly  firmer  as  were  cherry 
bark,  pepper  and  Cochin  ginger. 

Among  essential  oils  quoted  lower 
were  cassia,  sandalwood  and  Brazilian 
peppermint  on  the  spot  despite  a  firmer 
tendency  at  origin. 

Pharmaceutical  chemicals 

Adrenaline:  (per  g)  1-kg  lots  synthetic  £0.25;  acid 

tartrate  £0.25. 

Aloin:  50-kg  lots  £12.90  kg. 

Ammonium  bicarbonate:  £130.50  per  metric  ton. 
Ammonium  chloride:  Pure  in  50-kg  lots  £0.2131 
kg  for  powder. 

Amylobarbitone:  £6.22  kg  in  less  than  100-kg  lots, 
sodium  £7.24. 

Benzoic  acid:  3P  in  50-kg  lots  £0.5352  kg  (50 
kg  kegs). 


Bromides:  Crystal  £  per  metric  ton 


Under  50-kg  50-kg  1 .000-kg 

Ammonium            S30  811  756 

Potassium*            340  741  706 

Sodium                  840  728  693 


*  Powder  plus  £36  kg 

Hypophosphorous   acid:  (50-kg    lots)    Pure  50% 
£2.51   kg;  BPC  1959.  30%  £1.9508. 
Iodides:  £  per  kg: 

under  50-kg  50-kg  250-kg 

Potassium*          3.06  2.93  2.91 

Sodium               4.00  3.88  — 


For  crystals  and  granules.  Powder  plus  £0.11  kg. 
Iodine:  Resublimed  in  250-kg  lots  £4.01  i  kg. 
Iron  ammonium  sulphate:  250-kg  lots  £0.27j  kg. 
Phthalylsulphalhiazole:   50-kg   lots  £1.60  kg. 
Potassium   acid   tartrate:    BPC   £950    metric  ton 
delivered. 

Potassium  citrate:  Granular  £669-£804  metric  ton 
as  to  maker.  Premium  for  powder  £12. 
Potassium   nydroxide:    Pellets   BP   1963   in  50-kg 
lots    £1.13    kg;    sticks    £4.46;    technical  flakes 
£0.4015. 

Potassium   phosphate:   BPC   1949   in   50-kg  lots, 
granular  £1.4562   kg;    powder  £1.2821. 
ton;  powder  £1.70. 

Pyridoxine:  £13.75  kg;  £12.75  kg  in  5-kg  lots. 
Cuinalbarbitone:    25-kg    lots    £9.65    kg;  sodium 
£9.65. 

Ribotlavine:  £21.50  kg;   5-lots  £20.50  kg. 
Sodium  acid  phosphate:  tiP  crystals  £0.8359  kg 
for  50-kg. 

Sodium  benzoate:  BP  in  500-kg  lots  £0.4269  kg. 
Sodium    bicarbonate:    BP    £55.14    per    1,000  kg 
minimum  10-metric  ton  lots  delivered  UK. 
Sodium  carbonate:  Anhydrous  £142  metric  ton. 
Sodium   chloride:    Vacuum    dried    in    10-ton  lots 
£15.14  metric  ton   delivered  London. 
Sodium  citrate:   From   £581-?650  per  metric  ton 
as  to  maker.  Premium  for  powder  £12. 
Sodium  fluoride:  BP  keg  in  50-kg  lots  £1.0723  kg. 
Sodium  gluconate:  £510  per  metric  ton  tor  tech- 
nical. 

Sodium  hydroxide:  Pellets  BP  1975  in  50-kg  lots. 
£0.74  kg;  sticks  (BP  1958)  £2.76  kg  for  50  kg. 
Sodium  nitrite:  BPC  1963  50-kg  lots  £0.6903  kg. 
Sodium  perborate:   (per  1,000  kg) — monohydrate 
£352;  tetrahydrate  £207. 
Sodium  percarbonate:  £270  per  metric  ton. 
Sodium  potassium  tartrate:  Granular  £1,160  metric 
tons. 

Sodium  sulphate:  BP  crystals  per  metric  ton 
£77.95;  commercial  £31. 

Sodium  sulphite:  Crystals  £0.1486  per  kg  in  50-kg 
lots. 

Sodium  .hiosulphate:  Photo  grade  £114.75  metric 

ton;  commercial  £109.25. 

Terpineol:  BPC  in  50-kg  lots  £0.74  kg. 


Thiamine    hydrochloride:    Per    kg    £11.75;  5-kg 
£10.75;  25-kg  £10.25   (amended  prices). 
Vitamin  A:  Acetate  powder,  500,000  iu  per  g  £9 
kg  for  5-kg  lots.  Palmitate  oil  1  m  i  u  per  g  £9 
kg  for  5-kg. 

Zinc  chloride:  Granular  96.98  per  cent  £365  metric 
ton,  delivered. 


Crude  drugs 

Balsams:    (kg)    Canada:   £17.40  spot;   £16.20,  cif 
for   shipment.    Copaiba:   BPC  £1.60  spot;  £1.50. 
cif.  Peru:  £5.20  spot;  £4.50,  cif.  Tolu:  £3.40  spot. 
Camphor:   Natural  powder,  £5.50  kg  spot;  £3.90, 
cif;  synthetic  £0.78,  cif  for  96  per  cent. 
Cascara:  £0.98  Kg  spot;  £0.78,  cif. 
Cherry  bark:  Spot  £515  metric  ton;  £505,  cif 
Cloves:  (per  ton,  (if)  Madagascar  £2,550;  Zanzibar 
£3.000. 

Gentian:  Root  £1.50  kg  spot;  £1.40  kg,  cif. 
Ginger:   (ton  cif)   Cochin  £500;  Jamaican  No  3, 
£700;    Sierra    Leone    not    Quoted;    Nigerian  split 
£420,  oeeled  £550. 

Gums:  Acacia,  Kordofan,  cleaned  sort  $1,250, 
fob,  metric  ton.  Karaya  No  2  faq  £330  metric 
ton,  spot.  Tragacanth  No  1  £525  spot  per  50  kg. 
Ipecacuanha:  (kg)  Costa  Pica  £3.45  spot;  £3.30 
cif.  Matto  Grosso  spot  nominal  £5.30;  £5.15.  cif. 
Colombian  £5.30;  £5.15,  cif. 

Liquorice  root:  Chinese  £240  metric  ton;  £220, 
cif.  Russian  £240  spot;  £190,  cif.  (July-Aug.). 
Block  juice  £1.50  kg.  Spray-dried  powder  £1.45 
kg  spot. 

Menthol:    Brazilian    £9.70    kg    spot,    £9.25,  cif; 

Chinese  £13;  shipment  £10,  cif. 

Pepper:    (ton)    Sarawak   black  £730  spot-  £690, 

cif;  white  £950;  £895,  cif. 

Senega:  No  spot;  shipment  £14.50  kg,  cif. 

Squill:  Italian  £1.05  kg  spot;  £0.90,  cif,  new  crop. 

Turmeric:  Madras  finger  £215  ton,  cif. 


Essential  oils 

Cassia:  Chinese  £11  kg  spot;  £12.40,  cif. 
Lemongrass:  £3.20  kg.  spot;  £2.60,  cif. 
Peppermint:    (kg)   Arvensis  Brazilian  £3.60  spot; 
£3.70,  cif.  Chinese  £3.60,  cif.  American  piperata 
£16-18  as  to  origin. 

Sandalwood:  Mysore  £32  kg  spot;  £28,  cif. 
Sassafras:     Chinese    £1.70    kg    spot    and  cif. 
Brazilian  £1.55;  £1.50,  cif. 
Thyme:  Red  65/70%  from  £8.20. 

The  prices  given  are  those  obtained  by  importers 
or  manufacturers  for  bulk  quantities  and  do  not 
include  value  added  tax.  They  represent  the  last 
quoted  or  accepted  prices  as  we  go  to  press 
but  it  should  be  noted  that  in  the  present  state 
of  the  market  quotations  change  frequently. 


REVISED  PRICES  FROM  28th.  JULY,  1975 


UNIT  PRICES 


HILL  S  ADULT  BALSAM  100  ML 
HILL'S  ADULT  BALSAM  200  ML 
HILL'S  JUNIOR  BALSAM  100  ML 
HILL'S  BALSAM  FASTILLES 


RETAIL 

(incl.  VAT) 

35  p 
62p 
30p 
33p 


COST 
(excl.  VAT) 

24-31  p 
43-06p 
20-83p 
22-47p 


NOTE  :  PRICES  CHARGED  WILL  BE  THOSE  RULING  AT 
DESPATCH  DATE 


HILLS  PHARMACEUTICALS  LTD. 

BRIERCLIFFE,  BURNLEY, BBiO  2JY.Tel0282  25932 
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centimetre,  minimum  25mm.  Column  width  42mm. 
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Series  Discounts  5%  on  3  insertions  or  over.  10% 
on  7  insertions  or  over.  15%  on  13  insertions  or  over. 


Appointments 


LOCAL  DIRECTOR 

Sussex  Coast  Toiletries  and  Cosmetic  Wholesale  Warehouse,  servicing  cash  sales  and  depart- 
ment stores  from  same  warehouse,  requires  EXPERIENCED  GENERAL  MANAGER.  Successful 
applicant  can  be  expected  to  be  appointed  to  board  within  six  months.  Top  salary  and  conditions. 
Applicants  between  30-40  must  evidence  experience  at  General  Manager  level,  in  a  similar 
business  with  a  turnover  in  excess  of  £1,500,000. 
Fullest  details,  in  lirst  instance  to: 

C.  A.  TETHER, 
MONTAGUE  R.  JASON  GROUP  OF  COMPANIES, 
OCKWAY  HOUSE, 
41  STAMFORD  HILL,  LONDON,  N16  5ST 


HEAD  OF 

QUALITY  CONTROL 


UP  TO  £5,000  p.a. 


A  diverse  multi-national  Group  has  an  immediate  requirement  for  an 
experienced  Quality  Controller  for  one  of  its  pharmaceutical  pro- 
ducing Companies.  The  position  carries  responsibility  to  the  Technical 
Director  for  meeting  all  product  quality  requirements  under  the 
Medicines  Act,  through  the  existing  staff. 

The  requirement  is  for  a  qualified  Pharmacist  or  analytical  Chemist 
with  Quality  Control,  Production  and/or  Development  experience. 
Familiarity  with  techniques  of  chemical  and  instrument  analysis  and 
with  Quality  Control  procedures  and  documentation  is  essential. 
Experience  in  reformulation  and  development  of  new  products  would 
be  an  added  advantage. 

The  Company  situated  in  the  Greater  Manchester  area  is  currently 
going  through  a  phase  of  reorganisation  which  will  result  in  the 
position  offering  considerable  scope  to  an  enthusiastic  and  ambitious 
individual. 

Fringe  conditions  include  free  medical  insurance,  contributory  pension 
with  life  assurance,  generous  assistance  with  removal  expenses. 

CONFIDENTIAL  REPLY  SERVICE:  Please  reply  in  the  first  instance 
with  details  with  curriculum  vitae  to  the  Recruitment  Manager,  Mr.  J. 
Smith  at  the  address  below  quoting  reference  C4477.  Put  your 
application  in  an  envelope  and  place  this  in  a  second  envelope 
together  with  a  list  of  companies  to  whom  you  do  not  wish  your 
application  to  be  forwarded. 

BRUNNING  RECRUITMENT 

a  division  of  Brunning  Advertising  &  Marketing  (Manchester)  Ltd. 

57  Hilton  Street 
Manchester  M1  2FJ 


WHOLESALE  REPRESENTATIVES 

Sangers  LIMITED  required  3  experienced  representatives  for  the 
following  areas: 

Bedford  Area 
Hants  &  Dorset 

Herts  &  Bucks  and  part  of  N.  London 
The  ideal  candidates  will  be  aged  25-45  with  a  successful  record  of 
selling  to  Retail  Chemists. 

Salary  will  be  negotiable  and  in  relation  to  experience.  A  Company 
car  is  provided  and  all  out  of  pocket  expenses  are  reimbursed. 
The  Company  operates  a  pension  scheme  and  there  are  the  usual 
fringe  benefits. 

Applications  giving  brief  career  details  should  be  sent  to: 
Mr.  S.  M.  Walsh, 
Marketing  &  Sales  Manager, 
Sangers  Limited, 
Cinema  House, 
225  Oxford  Street, 
London,  W1R  1AE. 

All  applications  will  be  treated  in  the  strictest  confidence. 


Agents 


CERTAIN  AREAS  ARE  STILL  VACANT 
FOR  AGENTS  TO  PROMOTE  A  COMPLETELY  UNIQUE 
CHILDREN'S  MEDICINE  TO  CHEMISTS  ONLY 

Commission  of  20%  will  be  paid  to  agents  and  the  chemist,  in 
addition  will  be  offered  a  generous  introductory  bonus.  Further  unique 
preparations  which  have  been  licensed  by  the  Ministry,  will  be 
marketed  later  this  year. 

Please  reply  to  the  Managing  Director,  Greenkem  Ltd.,  P.O.  Box  66, 
Harrow,  Middlesex  HA2  6DJ. 


146    Chemist  &  Druggist 


26  July  1975 


Classified  Advertisements 


appointments 


REDBRIDGE/WALTHAM 
FOREST  AREA  HEALTH 

AUTHORITY 
EAST  RODING  DISTRICT 

KING       GEORGE  HOSPITAL, 

Eastern  Avenue,  ilford,  Essex. 
BARKING  HOSPITAL,  Upney 
Lane,  Barking,  Essex. 
PHARMACISTS  required,  full  or 
part-time,  for  duties  at  either  of 
the  above  hospitals.  Both  hos- 
pitals are  in  pleasant  outer 
London  Residential  Areas  and 
are  both  adjacent  to  Under- 
ground stations,  with  direct 
access  to  Central  London. 
Salary  scale  £2,325-£2,994  plus 
£312  p. a.  London  Weighting 
and  Threshold  Agreement  pay- 
ments. Enquiries  and  applica- 
tions to  the  District  Pharmaceu- 
tical Officer,  Barking  Hospital, 
Upney  Lane,  Barking,  Essex. 
Telephone  01-594  3898. 


Tenders 


BASINGSTOKE— KINGS 
FURLONG 

Shop  Unit  No.  3—1,000  sq.  ft. 
TO  8E  LET  BY  TENDER 

Use:    Chemist/Launderette  other 
uses  also  considered. 
For    further    information  please 
apply  to: 

Chief  Estates  Surveyor, 

"Erdesley", 

Cliddesden  Road, 

Basingstoke, 

Hampshire. 

Telephone  No.  65011 


Business  forsale 


DRUG  STORE  FOR  SALE 

Wembley    Area     Est.     over  40 
years.  £5,000  Plus  stock  at  cost. 
Ideal  family  business. 
Phone     daytime     01-902  3595. 
Evenings  after  6  p.m.  01-902  3115. 


Tolley's 

Tax  Tables  1975/76 

20  pages  of  easy-to-read 
tables  covering  the  new 
rates  of  income  tax,  cor- 
poration tax,  estate  duty, 
capital  gains  tax  and  ACT, 
for  75p. 

On  sale  now  at  leading 
booksellers  or  direct  from 
us. 

Tolley  Publishing  Co., 
44a  High  Street,  Croydon 
CR9  1UU.    01-686  9144. 


Miscellaneous 


Now  available  again  .  .  . 

DENTYRBLEACH 

Due  to  public  demand,  Dentyrbleach,  the  Perfect 
Denture  Cleanser,  has  now  recommenced  manufacture. 

Elmbridge  Pharmaceuticals 

89,  Clarence  Street,  Kingston-on-Thames,  Surrey. 
Tel:  01-546  9888. 


CONTRACEPTIVES  INTERNATIONAL 


USA  Black  Cats  (per  gross) 
USA  Tahiti  Colours  (per  gross) 
USA  Stimula  Ribbed  (per 

gross) 

Japanese  Seanes  (per  gross) 
German  High  (per  50  pkts) 
French  Ticklers  (per  50  pkts) 
German  Long  Love  (per  50 
pkts) 

Danish  Pussycats  (per  gross) 
Italian  Hatu  (per  gross) 
ADD  8  PER  CENT  VAT 

WARWICKSHIRE  SUPPLIES 


8.50 
6.40 
10.50 
0.60 
1.80 


5.25 
5.50 

10.00 
4.25 
5.70 
7.45 

5.40 
6.80 
7.75 

ADD  8  PER  CENT  VAT 
(DCD),  Commerce  House,  Water  Orton, 


Dutch  "Fun"  (per  120) 
Swedish  Stork  (per  box) 
Swiss  Green  Band  (per  gross) 
Extension  Sheath  (each) 
Love-Variations  Kassette 
Plus  many   more   items,  including 
Lingerie,  Marital  Aids,  etc,  etc. 
For    our    comprehensive  brochure 
send  10p  to  cover  p  &  p. 
FREE  promotional   literature  avail- 
able with  all  orders. 


Birmingham  B46  1RR 


LEICESTER 

FASHION  JEWELLERY 

We  can't  set  you  up  with  an 
oil  rig  but  we  can  rig  you  up 
with  a  set  of  Star  Gems  Fashion 
Jewellery  Displays  designed  to 
produce  bonanza  profits  to  pump 
into  your  till. 

All  displays  ready  for  instant 
operation.  Gentlemen,  if  you  are 
not  stocking  Star  Gems  Displays 
you  are  not  selling  fashion 
jewellery.  Generous  credit  terms 
or  discounts.  Contact  Star  Gems 
of  Leicester  now  and  earn 
money. 

52  Mount  Road,  Leicester 
Tel:  (0533)  26403 
Star  Gems  Sell  Nationwide 


FASHION  JEWELLERY 
Jodez  (Manchester)  Ltd 

34  Shudehill,  Manchester  M4  1EY 
Tel:  061-832  6564 

Largest  and  most  exclusive 
range  of  direct  and  imported 
Continental  Jewellery,  Necklets, 
Pendants,  Dress  Flings,  Ear- 
rings, Brooches,  Bracelets,  Hair 
Ornaments. 

Suppliers  to  Chemists  over  20 
years. 

Sample  parcels  available. 


Business 
opportunities 


AGENTS  esquired  in  all  areas.  Extra 
Line  (EC10  appliance).  Straight 
commission.  Min.  sales  time  needed, 
top  quality  product,  repeat  use.  H. 
G.  Wallace  Ltd.,  Chandlers  Row, 
Port  Lane,  Colchester.  Tel.  0206 
45133. 


CHEMISTS! 

Shrinking  profits? 

Is  inflation  overtaking  you? 

Are  you  really  utilizing  your  floor 

area  to  the  full? 

Why  not  use  a  small  part  of  your 
shop  area  for  a  business  which 
will  earn  you  a  high  return  on 
investment. 

We  specialize  in  the  installation 
of  small  coin-operated  laundries 
within  the  confines  of  an  exist- 
ing shop. 

Get  the  facts  fast  from:  THE 
VILLAGE  LAUNDRY  LTD.,  White 
Lion  House,  White  Lion  Square, 
Hatfield,  Herts.  Telephone  Hat- 
field 67314/5.  "A  perfect  add-on 
to  any  business" 


Wanted 


Shopfitting 


COWLING 


a  low  cost,  fully  guaranteed 
exterior  design  and  installation 
service  including  signs 
and  blinds toyourchoice. 

excellent  finance  terms  available 


EH2IEI 

01-653  0298 
THE  SPECIALISTS 


PETER  COWLING  LTD       23  St.Aubyns  Road        Crystal  Palace 


SE19  3  A  A 


WE  WILL  PURCHASE  for  cash  a 
complete  stock  of  a  redundant  line, 
including  finished  or  partly  finished 
goods  packaging,  raw  materials, 
etc.  No  quantity  too  large.  Our  rep- 
resentative will  call  anywhere.  Write 
or  telephone  Lawrence  Edwards  & 
Co.  Ltd.,  6/7  Wellington  Close, 
Ledbury  Road,  London  W11.  Tel: 
Park  3137-8. 

URGENTLY  REQUIRED,  all  items 
connected  with  old-fashioned  Phar- 
macies— runs  of  drug  drawers,  shop 
rounds,  jars,  etc.  Complete  interiors 
of  pharmacies  bought.  Telephone 
Ashtead  (Surrey)  72319  or  Ashtead 
76626,  or  write  Robin  Wheeler,  7 
Gladstone  Road,  Ashtead,  Surrey. 


Self  selection  will  increase  your 
toiletry  sales  sufficiently  to  pay  for 
a  complete  shop  modernisation.  As 
primary  manufacturers  of  wall  fittings 
and  counters  we  offer  very  early 
delivery  and  installation  in  just  one 
day,  or  overnight,  new  shops  or  old 
shops  or  part  shops.  Immediate 
quotations  without  obligation  for 
shopfronts  and  interiors.  Thirsk 
Shopfittings,  741-743  Garratt  Lane, 
London  SW17  0PD.  Telephone  01- 
946  2291   (4  lines). 

INTERPLAN  SYSTEM  80  modular 
shopfittings,  attractive  units  at 
attractive  prices,  complete  instal- 
lations. NPU  recommended.  Brochure 
from  OLNEY  BROS.  LTD,  SHOP- 
FITTERS.  NORTHBRIDGE  ROAD, 
BERKHAMSTED.  HERTS.  Tel:  5417-9. 


LEADING  MANUFACTURER  of  in- 
terior shopfittings  offers  special  low 
prices  to  retailers  prepared  to  act 
as  showshops.  The  shops  concerned 
must  be  within  50  miles  of  London 
or  Birmingham.  Interest  free  or  low 
deposit  HP  available  in  suitable 
cases  and  commission  payable  on 
orders  resulting  from  visits  to  your 
shop.  Full  details  from  SPAN  SHOP- 
FITTING  COMPANY,  32  Church 
Road,  London  SE19  2ET.  Tel.  01-653 
5859. 


WEST  COUNTRY  &  LONDON,  Shop- 
fronts  and  interiors  RAYMAN  ENT'S, 
"Higher  Claw",  Pennymore,  TIVER- 
TON. Tel:  Cheriton  Fitzpaine  317. 


Our  address 
for  Box  No. 
replies  is: 

Chemist  &  Druggist 
25  New  Street 
Square  London, 
EC4A  3JA 
Tel:  01-353  3212 
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The  touch  of 

REAL 
Beauty 


Velouty 

POWDER    CREAM  V-T 


In  shades  of  Ivory,  Natural,  Ochre,  Peach, 
Sungold,  Apricot,  Rachel  and  New  Summer 
shades  for  the  young.  Honey  Beige,  Velvet  Tan 
Sable,  Bronze. 

VAT  Recommended  Retail  Prices: 
TUBES  No.  2  16p  each  (Trade  1.34p  doz) 
TUBES  No.  3  26p  each  (Trade  £1.97p  doz) 
PLASTIC  JARS  41  p  each  (Trade  £3.31  p  doz) 


The  ALL-IN-ONE 
Make  up. 

A  complete 
modern  beauty 
treatment. 


FROM  YOUR  USUAL  WHOLESALER 
OR  DIRECT  FROM 

DIXOR  LTD. 

BLENHEIM  ROAD,  LONGMEAD  INDUSTRIAL 
ESTATE,  EPSOM,  SURREY. 


f 


IMPORTANT  ANNOUNCEMENT 


) 


Weddel  pharmaceuticals 

on  the  move 

As  part  of  our  planned  growth  and 
to  give  you  a  speedier  service 

ALL  ORDERS 

In  future  should  be  sent  to 
our  new  factory. 

pharmaceuticals 
W  w  limited 

Red  Willow  Road,  Wrexham  Industrial  Estate, 
Wrexham,  Clwyd  LL1  3  9PX. 
Tel:  Wrexham  61261.    Telex:  61 507. 

Address  for  Technical  queries 
Weddel  Pharmaceuticals  Ltd. 
Salisbury  House,  London  Wall,  London  EC2M  5XD 
Tel:  01-638  4237 


NEWBALL  &  MASON  LTD. 

Established  in  1850 

SPICES  AND  CULINARY  HERBS  IN  EVERY  VARIETY 
FLAVOURING  ESSENCES  AND  FOOD  COLOURS 

The  Famous 

EXTRACT  OF  HERBS,  LEMONINE,  GINGER, 
SARSAPARILLA,  DANDELION  &  BURDOCK 

For  Herb  Beers 

Attractively  packed  with  pharmacy  in  mind,  and  also 
available  in  bulk. 

Deiailed  price  list  and  bonus  terms  from 
Dormston  Trading  Estate,  Burton  Road,  Dudley, 
West  Midlands,  DY1  2BR.    Tel.  No.  Sedgley  2537 


SURGICAL  ELASTIC  HOSIERY 

TWO-WAY  STRETCH  ELASTIC  YARN 
NYLON  LIGHTWEIGHT  STOCKINGS 
NYFINE  LIGHTWEIGHT  TIGHTS 
SEAMLESS  ONE-WAY  STRETCH 
NYLON  NET 

Stock  Sizes  or  Made  to  Measure 
Also  obtainable  direct  or  through  your  wholesaler.  Write  for  literature. 

Abdominal  Belts  -  Spinal  Supports  -  Elastic  Band  Trusses  -  Jock  Straps 

Suspensory  Bandages       •       Athletic  Slips       -  Stockinette  Bandages 

Vernon    Works,  Baslord,  Nottingham 

Phone  :  77841-2  Grams  :  Easiness 


E.  SALLIS  LTD 
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to  all  P|Spe  •  1  s% 


y 


In  recent  months  you  may  have  had  difficulty  in  fulfilling  prescriptions 
for  Gastrils  This  has  been  because  of  production  difficulties  which 
have  now  been  completely  overcome. 

We  can  now  advise  you  that  there  are  adequate  supplies  of  Gastrils 
and  they  may  be  obtained  without  difficulty  from  your  wholesaler. 
Gastrils  is  shortly  to  be  heavily  promoted  again  to  the  medical 
profession,  and  you  may  wish  to  be  forewarned  of  the  likely  demand. 

We  apologise  for  any  inconvenience  you  may  have  been  caused,  and 
we  are  grateful  for  your  tolerance.  Gastrils  may  also  be  sold  without 
prescription  (in  counter  packs  of  90g.)  and  you  may  care  to  bear  this  in 
mind  when  re-ordering  from  your  wholesaler. 


ERNEST  JACKSON  &  CO.  LTD. 

Specialists  in  Pharmaceutical  Pastilles  &  Lozenges 

CREDITON,  DEVON  EX17  3AP 

Est. 1817  7 

Gastrils  —  the  pastilles  patients  prefer! 


If 


